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| Oakſtock Park, 
AM not I very good to write when 4 
you are actually two letters in my debtꝰ 
I know that you will give me no credit 
for this piece of condeſcenfion, but I de- 
ſerve much, for we are at preſent involv- 
cd in a yortex of rural diſſipation. 


It is two days fince Landsford came of 
age, a period' he has been anxiouſly 


waiting for theſe five or fix years, Ever 
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fince this joyful morning nothing has 


gone forward but feſtivity and mirth. 
My mother has fallen back, as to her own 
age, nearly as many years as my brother 
has acquired, if one may judge by her 
preſent activity. Even the good Mr. 
Hoare'is gay, and ſeems to look on my 
brother with an eye of exultation, as 
having brought this creature, whole 
mind has been his conſtant care theſe laſt 


fifteen years, to entire perfection. This 


is what he ! dare ſay; but I, who 
have a more penetrative genius, can 


find innumerable flaws in this grand ob- 
ject of his care. I wiſh they may never 


become viſible to the world. This tu- 
tor of my brother's pretends to dictate 
to me ſometimes; but I am not to be 
taught what I ought to do or ſay. I 
am, and will be independent. Man was 
not born to controul me! No! no! let 
them lord it over thoſe ſimple females 
who own their power. * My boſom's 
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6 lord fits lightly on my breaſt; and 
ſo it ſhall do. Every one laughs at me 


let them do ſo. My mother tells me, 


that ſhe fully determined on old maid- 


iſm, until my father aſked her to be- 


come a wife. This, ſhe predicts, will be 
my caſe : I hate all prediction—1I never 
had faith in any. To laugh with, and 
at mankind, is what TI intend. How dare 
any of them to dictate to me? I deſpiſe 
them for the mean opinion they entertain 
of our ſex? I am aſhamed of writing ſo 


long about myſelf ; and will now enquire 
What you are doing ſo long in Ireland? 


How you employ your time, and when 


you intend to ſet ſail for England ?—T 


have heard a reaſon whiſpered, why Lady 
Fitzarran prefers the ſtudious ſhade : 
but it is ſo truly ridiculous, that I paſs it 
by amongſt the idle rumours of the day. 


We are, or rather my brother is, in 
expectation of the Count de Montfort 
„ from 
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from France, if the hora brutes, who 
now rule that devoted land, will permit 
kim to come over. He is very handſome, 
and my brother laughs ſo ſaucily at me 
when he talks of his elegant figure, and 
his accompliſhments, that I hate him be- 
fore he arrives. Do come over and help 
me to manage Landsford. He promi- 
ſes to be very tractable to you, but he is 
determined to dance at my wedding. I 
ſhall not ſtay amongſt them if they teize 
me. My grandmother, I thank her for 
it moſt heartily, has put it in my power 


to pleaſe myſelf, by placing twenty thou- 


fand pounds in my own power, which was 
the only good act I ever heard that ſhe 
did. She could not bear my mother, be- 
| cauſe ſhe married my father; againſt 
whom, ſhe conceived a diſguſt, on ac- 
count of ſome perſonal flight, real or 
fancied ; ſhe never would permit any of 


the family to viſit her but me, and this 


Hong was obtained becauſe ſhe was in- 
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NORBERT and ADELA. 5 
formed that I was very proud, that I main- 
tained the rights of women, and would 
not bear control. I made her a viſit which 
laſted for the laſt fix years. of her life. 
She it was who informed me, that my 
mind was as independent as that lordly 
animal man's: and that it was my own 
fault if ever 1 ſubmitted to his authority. 


1 hope that your mother entertains 
ho ſerious intention of paſſing the winter 
in Ireland, I affure you, that your bro- 


ther Edward told me ſuch a ſcheme was - 


in contemplation. If it is ſo, I ſuſpect 


that formal Mr. H arrowby is the cauſe of 


it ; this muſt be one of his prudential 
ſchemes. I cannot think why this man 
is ſuch an oracle amongſt you all. What 
great wonders has he performed, 1 pray ? 

Sabina has juſt loſt her huſband, he is 


gone to join the army on the continent; 
ſhe is coming hither to be amuſed—ſhe 


is one of your ſubmiſſive ladies: amongft 
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theſe will never be numbered your 


friend, | ES 
SUSAN N SPENCER, 


THE COUNTESS OF ALDBOROUGH 
MR s. EVELY N. 
DEAR MADAM, | 


. I HAVE long delayed writing to you, 
in the hope that a very ſhort time 
would render that unneceſlary. I am 


now d:tained at Oakſtock for ſome 


time, owing to ſome arrangements neceſ- 
þy to be made on my ſon Landsford's 

attaining the age. of twenty-one. 1 can- 
not expreſs to you, my good and early 
friend, how pleaſed I am that this pe- 
riod is arrived, or how grateful I am, to 
Mr. Hoare for his unremitted care and 
attention to the Earl during bis mino- 


rity. He has often ſpoken to me on 
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ROBERT AND ADELA. 7 
the ſubject of quitting the family. This 


Jam ſorry to hear of, a3 Landsford has 


a very fincere regard for him; and as his 
preſence might till keep alive thoſe 
good and juſt ſentiments inculcated in 
his youth. Mr. Hoare is no reſtraint 
upon the pleaſures of my fon ; he is ra- 
ther a promoter of them. It is not his 
opinion, that young men of rank, or in- 
deed: in any ſtation in life, ſhould be 
reſtrained from amuſements. Only let 
theſe be pointed out by ſome judicious' 
perſon who may direct them to ſuch pur- 
ſuits as lead not to vicious habits. Thoſe 
who have the care of young perſons, WhO 
are the hope of great and noble families, 
ſhould be careful to lead them on, ſo as 
that even, in their ſport, ſome general 
knowledge may be attained. This has 
been ever the object of Mr. Hoare, who 
has gained my entire friendſhip by the 
judicious conduct he has obſerved to- 
wards our family; he has not, like moſt 
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other gentlemen who undertake the taſk 
of tutors, conſidered that if he attend- 
ed to Landsford's ſtudies it was ſuffi- 
cient: for he has taken an intereſt in 
the concerns of the family ; not imper- 
tinently, but where he ſaw I might need, 
or was anxious to gain information. I 
have given him now a very important 
commiſſion ; to obſerve my ſon well, in 
the viſits they make together, and to ſee 
if he has any partiality towards any par- 
ticular family : if he obſerves him, as yet, 
indifferent to all, to endeavour to find 
ſome elegant and accompliſhed female 
amongſt the numerous circle J viſit, 
and to lead Landsford moſt frequently 
to the houſe in which ſhe refides. 
When he is fixed, I ſhall be happy: 
as then 1 ſhall be at liberty to form 
my own plan as to the younger chil- 
dren. Lady Suſan, I fear, will give me 
much trouble, as her grandmother has 
given her mind a molt ridiculous mode 
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of thinking, and the is very obſtinate. 
She is determined never to marry ; this, 
ſhe ſays; cannot be of any concern to me, 
as her grandmother, who inſpired her 
with the whim, has given her ſufficient 
to ſupport it. This is very true, but T 
do not like to ſee any woman make fin- 
gularity her aim, She places herſelf, by 
ſuch conduct, on an eminence, from 
which, if ſhe deſcends, ſhe renders ber- 
ſelf ridiculous. I am writing to you, 
| tny friend, all my family concerns, be- 
cauſe I know the goodneſs of your heart 
will excuſe the anxiety of a mother. E 
recollect, that when your family were 
ſetting out in life, you honoured me with 
a conſultation. FT moſt fincerely congra- 
tulate you on the faccefs of your endea- 
vours. Tour ſon, I hear, goes on very 
welt in Bengal, and has a very large 
and amiable family. Mrs. Middleton is 
at Middfeton-Hall, I hear, enjoying what 
her good atid-amiable qualitiesmuſt ever 

44 B's enſure, 


10 ROBERT AvD ADELA. 


enſure; the reſpect and admiration of all 
around her. Don't you propoſe to leave 
Bath this winter for a few months? You 
would infinitety oblige me by ſuch a de- 
termination. Indeed, my friend, I am 
almoſt ſick of the parade and conſtant 
routine of unmeaning viſits; and could 
like to retire, with a few friends, from all 
the parade and pomp of the world, into 
ſome remote corner, and live for myſelf 
the remainder of my days. I think 
Bath, the place you have choſen, very 
agreeable for one of your chearful diſpo- 
fition ; eſpecially as you live a great part 
of the year alone. If you don't come to 
town this winter, I ſhall perhaps make a 


trip for a few weeks to Bath. I am 


not quite ſatisfied with myſelf : there are 
ſome points on which I wiſh to conſult 
vou: I have no other friend in whom I 
would wiſh to confide ; you have been, 
from infancy, my oracle, and muſt con- 
tinue ſo, until the grave, that common 

enemy 
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enemy to ſociety, divides us. That 
period, I truſt; is yet far diſtant from us 
both, in which hope, 

I ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your's truly, 


II 


CAROLINE ALDBOROUGH.. 


— 


"i A 
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THE EARL OF LANDSF OM 

TO- | 

THE COUNT vz MONTFORT; 
| | Oakſtock Park. 
I AM in hopes, before this letter ar- 
rives in the land of anarchy, you will 
have eſcaped from it to this happy iſland 
af regulated liberty: for ſo. it is, ,what-- 
ever men may preach againſt. it. From 
the abuſes which, in the courſe. of. years 
have crept into all ſtates, Britain is not 
E 6 exempt: 


12 ROBERT AND ADELA. 

exempt : but I cannot conceive, becauſe 
2 few repairs are neceſſary, that the 
building 1s to be razed to the ground. 
However, 1 do not intend to commence 
politician for at leaſt theſe twenty years 
to come. I was launched laſt Monday; I 
believe I muſt explain myſelf a little, or 
you may not underſtand me. Know 
then, that when I attained the much to 
be deſired age of twenty-one, on the 
above-mentioned day, to the infinite 
happineſs of myſelf and about two thou- 
ſand people, who aſſembled in the Park, 
at an early hour, to celebrate this happy 
æra. I do aſſure you, Montfort, the moſt 
pleaſant ſenſation I experienced on this 
feſtive day was, to obſerve the heart- 
felt ſatisfaction expreſſed in the benig- I 
nant countenance of Mr. Hoare. When 4 
we met in the breakfaſt room, he gave 5 
me his hand, and aſſured me, any trou- | 
ble he might have had was infinitely 4 
overpaid by the joy of the preſert 3 

| | moment. 
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moment. To fay the truth, I feat he has 
had much trouble; for I am fure his 
patience muſt have been often tried ; 
mine would not have held out I am cer- 
tain. However, I muſt endeavour to make 
up to him, in friendſhip, what J am in y 
his debt on the feore of patience, Pray 
hafte hither the inſtant you land, I ſhall 
not fully enjoy my liberty until your ar- 
rival; not that J ever was under any 
great reſtraint, and I am perſuaded that 


IJ ſhall find that there was more in the 


word than in the reality. I have got a 
prude of a ſiſter who declares againſt ma- 
trimony ;ſhe has twenty thouſand pounds 
at her own diſpoſal, Montfort; excuſe 
me, for this remark, my friend, I on- 
ly mean that the ladies of our days are 
a little expenſive, and a purſe in their 
hands, to ſupply themſelves, ſaves us a 


world of trouble. Come and humble 


this proud beauty ; for a beauty ſhe real- 
ly 1s, which you might doubt, when you 


hear 
2 
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hear ſhe. is the ſiſter of your friend; 
Landsford. She has the impertinence- 
to doubt the ſupremacy of man: come 
and aſſert our rights, I pray you; I need 
not ſay how happy lit would make me 
to unite the ties of affinity. to thoſe of. 
friendſhip. I am very much buſied 
with my ſteward, and Mr. Hoare, who. 
lends his aſſiſtance towards ſettling the 
numerous concerns that ſurround me, and. 
only leave me time to fign myſelf, 


'Yours,. 
LANDSFORD:z, 
— — — — — 
Lab SABINA SOMERVILLE: 
1 3 | 
MISS MILLER: 
Somerville Lodge. 


I. AM juſt eſcaped, my. friend, from 
what is called ſociety, to enjoy my own, 
thoughts, and follow my inclination that 
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points to you. Yeſterday morning the 
dreaded hour of ſeparation came, and my 


dear William left me to join the army 


on the Continent. Think, my Anna, 


what muſt be the feelings of a wife at 
ſuch a moment. How many weeks has 
my huſband been. preparing me for this 
dreaded event! I thought he had inſpir- 
ed me with all the courage and heroiſm 
of a Roman matron, and that I could 
have placed the helmet on his head, and 
have ſeen. him march to meet the foe 
with firm compoſure. But, Oh-! how 
weak is reaſon when oppoſed to affec- 
tion! The very order for the chaiſe ta 
come round to the door, ſhook my frame 
more than it is poſſible the fight of our 
enemies can thoſe of the greateſt coward 
that ever faced them. William reproachy 
ed me with farfeiting my word ; he had 
propoſed leaving me at break of day 
without taking leave, and to this I had 
eonſented. But I entreated permiſſion 


to 
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to make his breakfaſt, and ſee him des 


part, under a promiſe of being compo- 
fed, Juſt before he ſtepped into his 


ehalſe, General and Mrs. Harcourt came 
In. William had ſent the evening be- 


fore, unknown! to me, to ſay his inten 


tion was to leave ine eatly, and that he 
would thank them tö bteakfaſt with me. 


What! faid the Gehetal, a ſoldier de- 


tained by a wWhimpering girl? Take care, 
of I ſhall bring you before a court martial. 
Mrs. Hareeuft has made my breakfaſt in 


fight of the enemy's camp, whilſt my 


foldiers have only waited my mounting 


my horſe to attack them. Havn't you; 
my dear? Aye, and feen me carried back 
on the mens ſhoulders to my tent be- 
fore dinner time. Come, come General, 
fad William, the breakfaſt is enough 


for Sabina this morning; I will tell her 


the ſtoty of the battle when I return. La 
Parr came in, and ſaid all was ready. 
The poor fellow caſt a look at me full 

| of 
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of ſenſibility and kindneſs. 1 went up 


to him, and gave him a couple of gui 
neas, telling him, I truſted to his care 
of his maſter ſhould he want it; and 
alſo, that he would not fail t6 give me 


intelligence ſhould he need my artend« 


ance. The good fellow affured me, that 
he would be attentive to my commands, 
and that he was ſure that they ſhould 
return both well and victorious; for La 
Farr is a violent toyaliſt. Whilft I had 
been giving my orders, William had, 
by the contrivance, and, U dare Tay, fags 
geſtion of the General, ſtolen into his 
chaiſe, and was neatly half way down the 
Park when 1 returned. His head was 
out at the window: the moment 1 
faw this, I attempted to follow the cat= 
rage, but was ſeized by Mrs. Harcvort, 
and alſo by the General, who detained 
me by force until a turn in the road 
hid the chaiſe from my fight. I funk 
in 


1 
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in my chair overwhelmed with grief: 
I really believe I never hated any one 
ſo. cordially, as at that moment, 1 did 


theſe two worthy people who had come 


purpoſely to confole me. The General 
laughed at me, and ſaid it was well 
my brother was not here to witneſs 
my endeavours to ſeduce a ſoldier 


from his duty. All they could ſay did 


pot remove my uneaſinefs ; although 
they ſaid and did every thing poſlible, 
My huſband was gone to face danger in 
a thouſand ſhapes, and my mind was not 
to be amuſed by hearing how others 
bad acted in fimilar ſituations. I receiv- 
ed a note from William, which he 
wrote from the poſt town. whilſt he 
changed horſes, and which had more ef- 
fect to calm my ſpirits than all the pow- 
ers of eloquence. could have had. from, 
any one elſe. 


"This. 
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ROBERT «wp ADELA. 19 
This cordial was delivered to me, juſt 
as I was fitting down to dinner, by Mrs. 
Harcourt. The General declared he had 
a good opinion of William before this; 
but now, he was convinced, he would 
never make a good ſoldier. That his 
camp muſt be in St. James's Park; and 
that he might fit in ſome coffee-houſe 
and write ſonnets in praiſe of his wife. 
I was obliged to ſupport the character ot 
my huſband, and. aſſured him, that an 
unfeeling heart had never been the 
characteriſtic of an Engliſh ſoldier.” 
« Never, mind him,” ſaid Mrs. Har- 
court; Il tell you this, that be ſent 
twice from the field of battle to en- 
quire after me when; I lay ill of a fever; 
ſo you ſee how much faith is to be put 
in his words.“ This turned the laugh 
on him, and he was obliged to acknow- 
ledge that what ſhe ſaid was true, but 
that be ſent in order to know if he 
gau flepend cn à nurſe in caſe of ac» 


cidents. 
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eidents. After dibner an innundation of 
viſſtors arrived, to keep up my ſpirits, as 
they termed it: in my opinion, it was 

to lower them. My ſrſter Suſan came 
alio, and adviſed me to try my muſic, or 
a; little coquetry g ſhe was certain that 
either of theſe would greatly affiſt in the 
recovery of her ſpirits on ſuch: an occa- 
fon, I told her, . that ſhe was not yer: 


a wife; when ſhe was,) ſhe would utter 


no ſuch fentiment .“ e Nog thank heave 


en!“ ſaidſhe3 I am mbt ranked amongſt 


the herd of females who conſent volun- 
tarily to flavery : to tamely fit down and 


own a maſter, Oh, the ' horrid idea!“ 


Every one kindly tried their power 


to amuſe me, but I was travelling | 


by the ſide of my huſband, although 


in my -drawing-room. Never did 1 
find myſelf more relieved than when 


J heard the laſt en from ws 


| | where! far downs 5 5 a flood of Neuts 
xcheved | 
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relieved me more than all: the company. 
On going to the glaſs, judge What an 
aggreeable ſurprize I met with, when 1 
found: it turned the wrong way, and in- 
ſtead of the glaſs, the wooden back to- 
wards me; over which hung the pic- 
ture of my William—an exact likeneſs, 
Was not this good of him? ] ordered 
my ſupper in my little library, and took 
the picture for a companion, the only 
one I could have borne in the preſent 
ſtate of my mind. The wind is fair I 
hear, and it is likely the troops will re- 
embark this day: would they were on 
their return 1 can ſpeak- of nothing 
but ſelf; ſo it is better to conclude 


this dull epiſtle. Iintend to ſpend a few 


days at Oakſtock with my- mother. 


| Landsford's taking poſſeſſion there has 


occaſioned: much feſtivity in the coun- 
try: 1 greatly want ſomething ro enliven 
me. F wiſh my brother would marry'3 
I ſhould be very difficult i in the choice 


of 
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a wife for him: he has ſo many good qua- 
lities that I ſhould not know how to 


truſt any female, amongſt the circle of 


my acquaintance, with his future hap- 
pineſs. He will not conſult me, I dare 
ſay, when he en his choice. Adieu; 
oy dear _ 151 


Yours, 
SABINA SOMERVILLE, 


—  — — » 


MISS FITZARRAN 
462 To 
LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 


The Black Rock, ; 


1 ACKNOWLEDGE your kindneſs 
in writing. I bave to plead, in excuſe 
for my negligence in anſwering yours, 
the illneſs of my mother. This abſolves 
me from all infidelity on the ſcore of 
ineadihip, as the claims of duty are cer- 

tainly 
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tainly the firſt to be obſerved. My mo- 
ther is greatly recovered, and J hope a 
few weeks will reſtore her to her uſual 
health and ſpirits: I aſſure you I have 
been greatly pained for ſome time paſt, 
by obſerving this beſt of women labour- 
ing under an unuſual oppreſſion. This, 
I hope, was occafioned by the malady 
from which ſhe is juſt recovering, and not 
from any ſecret uncaſineſs, as has been 
hinted at by ſome of my friends. Yet 
their friendſhip extended not ſo far as to 
give me the leaſt clue to the nature of 
the ſorrow which, they ſaid, it was evi- 
dent ſhe laboured under. It is impoſſi- 
ble that my mother can have any. trou- 
ble that does not originate in her fa- 
mily : and I am proud to ſay, that there 
is not one of her children who would 
not loſe their own exiſtence to promote 
her happineſs. She has been writing all 
this morning to her old friend Mrs. 
Mortimer, and I have ſeized that oppor- 
tunity 


4 


—— 
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tunity: to write to you. You aſk when we 
intend ſetting ſail for England; I real- 
ly. cannot anſwer this queſtion, but beg 
you willi do ſo by one I am going to aſk. 
What do you mean when you ſay, © I 
have heard: it whiſpered why Lady 
Fitzarran prefers the ſtudious ſhade; hut 


it is ſo ridiculous that I paſs it by among 


the idle rumours of the day. Now 


pray inform me what this ridiculous 


report is? for Jam truly concerned to 
bear that any one can attach any thing 
that is capable of being conſtrued into 
ridicule, to my mother, and ſhould re- 
joice to have it cleared up; for ſo it 
will be inſtantly when it is explained, - 
She is in poſſefion of every quality that 
can adorn and exalt the female charac- 


ter: In my opinion, ſhe arrives as. near 


perfection as our natures can admit of 
in this ſtate of our exiſtence, You muſt 
excuſe: me for- faying this much as 1 
adore. my mother, and cannot bear to 
L | find 
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find, that the breath of illnature ſhould 
blow upon her. It is to your friendſhip 
I apply, and from you expect an an- 
ſwer to my queſtion, not couched in 
ambiguity, but in fair and open language; 
tell me at what the world points- In- 
deed, Suſan, I am now to give an in- 
ſtance of ſincerity to you; you had bet» 
ter give up this notion of your's, or ra- 
ther of your grand-mother's, for you ſay, 
you imbibed it from her; you would 
have been happier, in my opinton, had 
ſhe kept her twenty thouſand pounds to 
herſelf, and have let you remained with 
your ſiſter Sabina, who, I conceive, to be 
a moſt amiable character, although ſhe 
has loſt her freedom, and ſubmitted to 
flavery, as you call it. You invite me 
to aſſiſt you to manage Landsford: ſure- 
ly, as you renounce the reſt of the male 
ſex, to manage one man, and that man 
your brother, can be no trouble to you. 
This poor Count, you expect, I hope, 

Vol. I. W will 
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will bave diſpoſed of his heart before he 


arrives at Oakſtock, or heaven help him, 


as your's is incaſed in a marble vaſe. I 
wiſh you bad been horridly ugly, as this 
would have ſaved you a world of trou- 


ble, and you might have got half a 


dozen cats, and as many dogs, in ſome 
old antiquated manſion, and there have 


reſided, inveſted with all the honours and 


privileges of old maidiſm : as this is not 
the caſe, I have a wicked pleaſure in 
contemplating this proud beauty ſigh- 
ing in ſecret ; for you never dare to, own 
a partiality. Some dear male coquet, 
and many thanks to the preſent day for 
preſenting us with ſo many of them, will 


ſo teaze your little ſtubborn heart, that 


you will do juſt as a great many other 


- afſerters of the female rights have done 


before you—marry and dwindle into a 


very wife. When that delightful pe- 


riod arrives, may you ſuſtain that reſpeCt- 
able character equal to ſome females of 
| the 
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the preſent day, of which the throne 


exhibits ſo unexceptionable an example: 
even the ſplendor of high rank, eclipſ- 
ed by the maternal and domeſtic vir- 
tues. Doubtleſs I ſhall become tireſome, 
when endeavouring to explode your ar- 
bitrary ſyſtem. Make my beſt reſpects 
to your mother and Lady Sabina; tell 
her I ſympathiſe in her preſent diſtreſſes, 
and wiſh we were in England, in order 
to beguile the tedious hours of abſence, 


Your's, 


FRANCES FITZARRAN. 
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THE COUNT DE MONTFORT 
TO THE 


EARL OF LANDSFORD. 


MY FRIEND, 


IAM at length landed on your happy 
ſhore, a miſerable fugitive, far from my 
native ſoil ; the land in which my fore- 
fathers flouriſhed, the father and friend 
of a happy tenantry, and the ſupporters 
of the oppreſſed. You are well acquaint- 
ed with their fame in arms: now is 
their miſerable deſcendant driven to ſo- 
licit ſhelter in a foreign land, without 
one cheering hope, except that of the 
poſſeſſion of the friendſhip of Landsford, 
and that of the Duke de B#***, 1 
think I hear you exclaim, how can 
you count yourſelf miſerable in poſſeſ- 
ſion of two friends, when one 1s hardly 
ever the lot of man! I will allow that 

this 
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this thought often diſſipates very many 
melancholy reflections. It is true, 
through the bappy foreſight of my fa- 
ther, who had been well ſchooled in the 
mazes of politics, and foreſaw the ap- 
proaching ſtorm, I am ſecure from ab- 
ſolute miſery. He having placed what 
ſecures my independance in your funds, 
by the means of Mr. B, our banker 
in Paris. This, I aſſure you, ſhed a ray 
of cheerfulneſs even over his dying mo- 
ments. The hours were approaching 
faſt he ſaid, when France would no longer. 
own me as one of her ſons, © Fly. 
then,” ſaid he, © till the rage of fana- 
ticiſm and folly are abated, to Bri- 
tain; claim protection of a generous - 
people, whoſe hand is ever open to the 


unfortunate, and where the rights of the 
ſovereign are founded on the liberties of : 
the ſubject. I have ſome friends there, 
who will, with pleaſure, do the honours - 


ol the country to the ſon of Montfort. 
: C 3 | He. 
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He mentioned your family—you re- 
member how often we have fat, I will 
not ſay with your poet,“ nothing loth,” 
to hear him tell of the campaigns my 
_ grandfather had ſerved in the wars in 
Germany, oppoſed to your illuſtrious 
anceſtor, Here then, I am come, if 
poſſible, to tranquillize my mind, and to 
forget the friends 1 have loſt, or from 
whom I am ſeparated. I have frequent- 
ly wiſhed to viſit England, as I have ever 
admired the manners of ſuch of the Eng- 
lich as I have ſeen in France; conſidering 
them to be more calculated for friepdthip 
than we are. Iam called too grave in Paris. 
I never had a turn for mirth, The mind 
| muſt be vacant that can be amuſed with 
trifles, You invite me to enter the liſt for 
the prize of your ſiſter's heart, You ſay 
ſhe is a prude; I like that character better 

than that of a coquet; and I am pleaſed 
to bear that ſhe has declared war againſt 
our ſex: to make an impreſſion on the 
mind 
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mind of ſuch a woman, would be my 
pride; not to aſſert the ſupremacy of 
man as you invite me; but to con- 
vince her that we only aim at equal 
fway. I will fee this proud beauty en 
Monday next, as I propoſe ſtaying in 
London only two days, in otder to tranſ- 
act a little buſineſs, and then fiy: down 
to Oak ſtock as fall as a. chaiſe and four 
can bring me. I do not mean to ſee any 
dne until we return to town together, as 
Jam à very auk ward fellow at inttoduc- 
ing myſelf; although a Frenchman is 
fad to be perfectly caſy on thoſe occa - 


- ROBERT DE MONTFORT. 
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LADY FITZARRAN 
TO 
MRS. MOR TIMER. 


I HAVE been long confined with a 
flight nervous fever, which has, I hope, 
at length left me. I think I have deter- 
mined to remain in Ireland this winter; 
but I am not perfectly ſure I alter my 
mind ſo often, that the next poſt may in- 
form you that 1 ſhall meet you in Wel- 
beck · ſtreet in a few days. You are 
doubtleſs ſurprized at my changeable 
diſpoſition, as that I know has never been 
my character; but, my friend, we are 
not the ſame at every period of our lives, 
but alter as we advance in life. The 


world opens to our view, and exhibits ſo 


many follies and inconſiſtencies, that it 
is impothble but our reaſon muſt be 
convinced of many abſurd prejudices 

imbibed. 
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imbibed in our youth. The high pride. 
of families I begin to think ſomewhat 
abſurd, having witneſſed ſo many vir- 
tues, and ſuch a fund of genius in the 
inferior orders of ſociety ; that, in my 

opinion, more than make Up for- the © 

mere adventitious circumſtance of our 

birth. Superior intellect ſurely is more 
than equal to any title that is . dependant 
on the breath of kings. The man is exalt- 
ed by his Maker, and holds his rank in 
' ſociety before every hereditary honour... 


Surely it 1s. more honourable to be 
dignified by our own actions, than to 
lean upon the authority of our anceſtors, 
and ſo to live as-to be a fountain of no- 
bility and an example of virtue to our 
deſcendants. If the world is to govern all 
our actions, then we live the ſport of 
that world, and not for ourſelves. I have 
often ſpoken on this ſubject to your old 
acquaintance Harrowby, my ſon's tutor 
C'S: and. 
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and friend; but I cannot get him to 
agree with me. He thinks that we ſhould 
always comply with the prevailing fyf- 
tem, to deviate may incur cenſure, which 
every female ſhould ſtudioufly avoid. 1 
am not ſure if this is his, own opinion. 
If I was ſure that it was, I ſhould expect 
mine to be wrong. I am greatly con- 
cerned that this amiable man talks of 
leaving us ſoon, as ſome of the moſt 
agreeable hours of my life have been 
| ſpent in his ſociety, and that J myſelf 
have been inſtructed, at the ſame time 
that my children have received every 
advantage from his ſtrict attention and 
judicious management of them. My 
ſon, Fitzarran, reveres him as a father: 
he has treated him with the libefality he 
deſerves; he yeſterday aſſured me that 
he ſhould quit us with regret, but that 
it was abſolutely neceſſary for him to 
leave us in order to ſettle ſome little con- 
cerns of his own, T his, added to ſome 


other 
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other unpleaſant circumſtances, deter- 
mines me to ſtay here for ſome time. 
The management of my family, which 
will now entirely devolve on myſelf, will 
take up all my time; though, to ſay the 
truth, this will give me as little trouble 
as poſſible; they having been bred with 
ſuch a proper notion of what 1s juſt and 
right by Mr. Harrowby. To undertake 
the 088 bone ver; affects Lc, ſpirits 


greatly. 


I Bay that the family of Aldborough 
are at Oakſtock, and the young Earl with 
them. Frances keeps up a regular cor- 


reſpondence with Lady Suſan. She is. 


a ſtrange young woman lam happy ſhe 
is not a daughter of mine. She is cer- 
tainly poſſeſſed of a beautiful perſon, 
and much good ſenſe, | which has been. 
horridly perverted by. that queer old lady 
the is heir to. 


——ů— 
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Landsford will, perhaps, be for taking 
a wife —he is a very amiable young 
man; I ſhould wiſh his choice to fall on 
any of my daughters: but there is no- 
directing the heart in thoſe matters; and 
it is cruel to attempt it. I ſhould wiſh: 
my children to chooſe for themſelves a 
partner where permanent happineſs was 
their aim, rather. than riches or honours, 
which are ſo inconſtant, and ſo unſatis- 
factory, even when ſtationary, I do not: 
aſk you after the news of the day, as 1 
know events ſucceed each other ſo ra- 
pidly that it would be a taſk for you to- 
record them. I am tired of all the un- 
meaning pomp of the world, and could 
with that you and I, and a few other 
friends that I could very eaftly ſelect, 
were the inhabitants of ſome romantic, 
pleaſant ſpot,” and were to live and die 
without ever mixing'in ſociety beyond: 
our little party,—Dublin is very quiet, 
as moſt families I know have taken their 

departure 
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departure for England. I do not poſi- 
tively ſay, I ſhall not make one amongſt 
you. Frances is quite indifferent, and is 
pleaſed to, ſay, my wiſhes are hers, 
Adieu, my dear Eliza, 


Your's, 


\ LOUISA. FITZ ARRAN. 


MISS MILLER 


1 0 
LADT SABINA SOMERVILLE, + 


IHAVE deferred writing for ſome 
days, as you propoſed a viſit to Oakſtock; 
and I now judge you have made it, and 
are either returned or on the point of 
returning. I hope you have received an 
account of your huſband's ſafe arrival 


on. 
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on the continent, and are reconciled; to 

| his abſence; or at leaſt "that you have 

tefolved to act the hetoine. This 

is not your character T muſt 5 
but more firmneſs willbe expected from 
you in the character of the wife, than 
there was in that of the maiden. Vou 
have little ro apprehend, as I hear Mr. 
Somerville is not placed in a poſt of any 
danger,.and will return home in a. few. | 
CC 


I faw Mrs. Harcourt. yeſterday.; ſhe 
gives but a bad account of your firſt day. 
after Mr. Somerville's departure. She 
ſays, you are but a young; ſoldier's wife, 
and want ſeaſoning to the ſervice : of 
which, by the bye, ſhe herfelf has a: ſuf- 
_ ficient ſhare. She always puts me in 
mind of an old general officer dreſt in 
women's eloaths; for having followed 
the eamp ſo many times, the has aſſum- 
ed a gait and voice truly a-la-militaire ; 
| and 
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and ! do think, with a ſword by her fide, 
ſhe would be a formidable enemy. She 
would do well to bring up young men 
to the ſervice, as no drill ſergeant of 
them all could reach the exercife better, 
or give the word'of command m a more 
military or authoritative tone. She is 
bleſſed by nature with a pair of whiſkers, 
which would become a Pruſſian trooper. 
Yet, notwithſtanding that the is cer- 
fainly too maſculine, ſhe is a moſt 

friendly and amiable woman,—I would 
give a great deal for her flow of ſpirits, 
I believe you will not fee Miſs Fitzar- 
ran in town this wintet ; her mother hav- 
ing determined on remaining in Ireland. 


She is learning an old ſong that you muſt 
remember, running thus, 


„Though prudenee may preſs me, 
And duty diſtreſs me, againſt inelination 
Ah what can] do, &c, 


Until 
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Until ſhe has determined this point, ſhe 
does not propoſe to quit Ireland. That 

old ladies ſhould act imprudently is 
ſurpriſing, but ſo it ſeems likely to 
turn out. Gratitude takes very ſtrong | 
hold upon ſome people. 


1 3 an invitation to ſpend the Win- 
ter in Dublin with Lady Frances; which, 
I believe, I ſhall accept, juſt to take a 
view of that delightful country of blun- 
ders. I ſhall expect, if I go, that you 
will be a very punctual correſpondent, 
and inform me what is going on, on this 
fide of the water; whilſt I will give you 
ſome account of the Iriſh beauties, Apro. 
pos of beauty—l hear that you have got 
a perfect Adonis in the ſhape of a French- 
man at Oakſtock.— Will lady Suſan till 
maintain her dignity ? Tell her there are 
numerous conjectures hazarded with 
regard to her. The Earl ſent me no 


Com- 
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compliments when Lady- Suſan wrote 
taft—T ſhall puniſh him, and quit Eng- 
land without one laſt farewell to his 
Lordſhip. I always determine, when 
begin to write, to end my letter at the 
bottom of the firſt fide of my paper z but 
when writing to you, I n ex- 
ceed MP n. „ T 


„ 
Your 10 | 
11 * * 4 4 br}; 1 7 11 5 75 


ANNE MILLER, 
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Oakitock Park. 

EVERY objeA. that preſented itſelf 
on my journey from Paris, until I reach- 
ed the confines of F rance, and bade adieu 
| to · 
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to my native country, reminded me of 
you. We have frequently paſſed the 


ſame road in each others company; and 


now, what had formerly conſtituted my 
„ eee ker a en of ſincere 
e 10 0 | {22.1 153% 


eta! "oth 214 12809 


% * 


The days we have padted an are 
fled like a dream, and I fear that the 
com ariſon will hold till farther, for 
like a dream they will never 1eturn.. 
We havelearnt to think together, and Iam 


greatly indebred to yo for the commu- 
nications of an enlightened underſtand- 
ing. Yoo did give me! a promiſe at part- 
ing, or I am much miſtaken, that it was 
poſſible you might viſit England. Come, 
then, my friend, and join Landsford and 
myſelf, and then I ſhall have no wiſh un- 
gratified, except for the reſtoration of 
peace to my diſtracted country. You 
have ſeen the Ladies of Britain, there- 


| fore T need Hot deſetibe their Charms. 


But. 
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But B., you have never ſeen Lady 
Suſan Spencer—all the charms of her ſex 
are united in her perſon. There is 2 natu- 
ral dignity about her, that fafcinates at 
firſt ſight. | | 


From this eulogium you will pro- 
nounce me a lover; but I will not allow 
it, as I am not one of. thoſe who are 
caught by mere externals. My reafon 
moſt be convinced muſt eſteem be- 
fore I can love; and I have not yet been 
twenty-four hours in the family of Ald- 
borough. That time has been ſpent 
moſtly in the company of Landsford ; 
the Ladies having gone from home, 
when I arrived, to meet Lady Sabina 
Somerville, , a married daughter | of the 
family. Landsford waited at home to 
receive, me, which he did i in a moſt 
kind and friendly manner, It was the 
| firſt time T had heard the voice of f jend- 
ſhip fince we parted, We talked of 
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you, and wiſhed you could make a trio. 
l arrived about five on Monday, juſt in 
time to dreſs for dinner. This Landsford 
ſaid he would not have ſuffered me to 
do, but as he wiſhed me to do execution 


before ſupper, I might put on all my 
3 a la- Paris. | 


| This gave medut' a bad opinion of his 
fiſter; for, if I am to be indebted to a 
coat for her heart, my taylor has as good 
a Chance as myſelf, Therefore I dreſſed 
in compliment to the family ; not to 
_ pie | 


: I 
c | ; 93 


About half past nine the carriages 
drove to the door. I and Landsford 
went out to receive the Ladies. I gave 
my hand firſt to the Counteſs, whom I 


led into the hall. She welcomed me to 


Oakſtock with much politeneſs, in a moſt * 


unaff;Ged manner. Next came Lands- 
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ford leading in Lady Sabina Somerville. 
She has one of the moſt intereſting fe- 
male countenances I ever beheld.— 
Next came Lady Suſan Spencer, in all 
the pride of conſcious beauty, Lands- 
ford introduced her next.—She hardly 
deigned me a curtſey—but, humming a 
tune, crofſed the room, ordering her 
woman to her dreſſing- room. Surely, 
Suſan,” ſaid Landsford, ** you are not 
going to dreſs at this late hour. My 
friend Montfort has brought compli- 
ments from half a ſcore of your Parifian 
friends.” —* Surely, fir ;” ſaid ſhe, ©* if 
it had pleaſed myſelf, I might dreſs in 
order to receive them in form.—But if 
it is neceſſary to tell you why I rang for 
Wilmot, it was to“ —““ Nay,” ſaid he, 
& I ſhall not hear you, as I am an im- 
pertinent fellow ; and beg your pardon.” 


Upon which ſhe left the room finiſhing 
ber ſong. - _ 
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The Counteſs and Lady Sabina entered 
into chat with me on the affairs of- our 
native country. The latter was moſt 
anxious in her enquiries after news, and 
if I had heard any thing relative to the 
poſition of the different armies. I found 
this curioſity proceeded from the cir- 
cumſtance of a beloved huſband being 
engaged in the conteſt. She expreſſed 
fo much ſenſibility, that I would have 
given the world I had been the object in 


Z whom ſhe was ſo mich intereſted. I 


wonder what has given Lady Suſan fo 
great. an averſion to our ſex ; Perhaps 


the has been ualucky in the object of her 


firſt affections : but I think, Landsford 
hinted ſomething about her having taken 
her ſtrange notions from a female rela- 
tion. 1 wiſh this may be the caſe, 
If her mind be but as beautiful as her 


perſon, I ſhall exclaim, with that divine 


bard, Shakeſpeare, © ſhe is alone the 
Arabian bird, &c.” I wiſh Landsford 
had 
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had ſaid nothing about me to her. Oak- 
ſtock, I dare ſay you ſaw, when you tra- 
yelled in England: though I think I 
never heard you mention it. Tis a proud 
and magnificent altar raiſed by a liberal 
nation to gratitude. I have hardly ſeen 
farther than the houſe: and indeed not 
all of that except a ſuperfictal view. The 
Ladies have promiſed to drive me round 
the park, which is very extenſive, this 
morning. Landsford has halt promiſed 
me a ſeat in Lady Suſan's cabriole. At 
breakfaſt I grew more pleaſed with her: 
we had much converſation, and ſhe diſ- 
played an-excellent underſtanding. She 
has promiſed to give me the character of 
all the viſitors. whilſt I ſtay. here.— A 
ſummons from Landsford. 


| Adieu, my. dear B., think tre 
quently of your friend, ' 7 


3K 
ROBERT DE MON TFOR r. 
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Lauſanne. 


YOU ſee, Robert, I have removed a 
well as yourſelf. I did not communi- 
cate my defign to you, becauſe I well 
knew that your friendſhip would lead 
your active mind into an hundred con- 
jectures as to my ſafety. The accom- 
pliſhment of your own ſcheme was ſuffi- 
cient; and mine was but in embryo. 
Had you'ſtaid, I ſhould have till loitered 
on the banks of the Seine. I, however, 
ſincerely congratulate you on your arri- 
val in England, as you will in having eſ- 
caped tyranny and injuſtice in devoted 
France. Return to Paris we never 
ſhall: for if we return to the ſpot ſo cal- 
led, it will not be the ſame. It will be 
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like repairing to the grave of a beloved 
friend : : it will open every wound: afreſh, 
and ſerve to render the void more viſi- 
ble. This is a ſubject on which I dare 
not dwell : it is pregnant with horrors 
too terrific. Can you conceive Mont- 
fort? Yes, you can I am ſure, the joy 
of my mother, when my carriage drove 
to her hotel. She was unable to ſpeak 
for ſome moments: at length ſhe ex- 
claimed, Now France I forgive you 
all my injuries.” Shall I preſent myſelf 
to you a vain ſelf- opiniated coxcomb ? 
[ will, for I muſt tell you in the pride of 
my heart, that I ſaw. your fiſter turn 
pale, nay I felt her hand tremble when 
ſhe held it out to me. Montfort it was 
the ſecond time fince we parted that I 
had felt a dawn of happineſs, and I hail 
it as conſpicuous to our future hopes. I 
am in fear for you Robert: be cautious, 
you are in a moſt dangerous ſituation, 
you are fitting down with a full determi- 
Vol. I. > nation 
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nation to admire a woman ; 430 1 think 
18 by character both a prude and a co- 
quet. I know' your mind and am cer- 
tain an attachment i is not lightly thrown 
off by you. Conſider ! weigh | well what 
you are going to enter into, &er you 
allow your mind to dwell on a beautiful 
face or perſon and to depend on that ſolely 
for happineſs. We have often laughed, 

and that moſt heartily, at thoſe young 
men who' have been enraptured, - and 
ſworn flaves to a woman, to whom they 
have perhaps never ſpoken, only be- 
cauſe ſhe has had a black eye, or an aqui- 
line noſe. Do not let the laugh be turn- 
ed on you, for I'think by your own 'ac- 
knowledgethent you have ſcarcely: ex- 


changed half a dozen words with this 
beauty. Has ſhe a ind Robert ?=you 


ſay I have never ſeen Lady Suſan Spen- 
cer: that is very true, but if 1 had 1 
ſhould not prefer her, I am certain to a 
number of Engliſh beauties that J have 
e 9 ſeen. 
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ſeen, It is not the prond and haughty, for 
that is the characteriſtic of a Britiſh fe- 
male ; it is the timid, delicate, retiring 
beauty who ſteals your heart impercepti- 
bly, rather than ſhe who demands it as a 
Juſt tribute. However, I ſhall depend 
on the good ſenſe I know you to poſ- 
ſeſls—I wiſh to ſee you happy, Mont- 
fort, Adela defires me to ſay, that ſhe 
is as happy as a ſeparation from you will 
admit of, and that ſhe will write to 
you very ſoon. My mother is truly care- 
ful of this treaſure you have entruſted to 


her. I am grateful for Lord Lands- 


ford's defire to ſee me in England; and 
perhaps may come over at ſome more 
diſtant-period. At preſent I can hardly 
determine what to do; circumſtances 
muſt determine for me. I think it is 
{aid that Brutus thought it enough, that 
thoſe who go into baniſhment, cannot be 
hindered from carrying their virtue along 

W's : with 
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with them; therefore, let that be our 
conſolation in this our voluntary exile. 


Yours, . --- 
Lf Ds B***; 


COLONEL SOMERVILLE 
1 0 


LADY SABINA SOMERVILLE. 


F* bet Aix la Chapelle, 
I KNOW that you have, ere this, 
pardoned me for leaving you without 
exchanging a formal farewell. I can- 
not conceive it at all neceſſary, when 
friends are about to ſeparate, that their 
ſenſibility ſhould be wound up to a 
pitch hardly ſupportable. This I have 
witneſſed frequently, when the parties 
were only going to ſeparate for a viſit of 
a a few 
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a few weeks, which is truly ridiculous. 
But, when thoſe, whoſe affections are 
interwoven by the niceſt links, are about 
to part, it ſhould be managed-ſo as to 
give the leaſt pain. Such I conceive, 
my Sabina, to be our caſe: and I en- 
deavoured, at no ſmall expence of feel- 
ing, to bring your mind to ſuch a tem- 
perature as would beſt bear our ſepara- 
tion. I muſt not relate my own ſenſa- 
tions at the dreaded moment, leſt you 
ſhould betray me to Mrs. Harcourt; 
who, of courſe, would relate my folly to 
her huſband. Remember, it is not I that 
give ſo harſh a name as folly to-thoſe 
feelings which it is, and ever will be my 
pride to cheriſh towards you. I am well 
convinced, had every man as good a wite 
as J am in poſſeſſion of, few, very few, 
would be the ſeparations and divorces 
which ſo frequently now diſgrace our 
country. Nor by this would I be ſup- 
poſed to mean that all faults originate in 
| D 3 our 
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our females. Avarice and ambition have 
their ſhare in the blame: parents are 
more anxious for aggrandizement than 
"happineſs for their children. How 
much domeſtic comfort, my Sabina, 
might have been deſtroyed, had your 
-amiable mother, regardleſs of the plead- 
"ings of the heart, compelled you to relin- 
quiſh me, whoſe poſſeſſions could never 
have been held in competition with what 
the grand - daughter of the renowned Earl 
of Aldborough, might reaſonably ex- 
pet? By a ſeparation, we ſhould have 
both been rendered miſerable ; and, if 
ever we had married, might have laid a 
foundation for diſcord in two families; 
which, otherwiſe would have been vir- 
tuous and happy, You will ſee, I am in 
- a moralizing ſtrain.— I am ſo ; and this is 
oecaſioned by my having witneſſed, juſt 
- what 1 have been deſcribing, in my 
friend Maynard; who, I do believe, as 
well as lady Jane, is undeſerving of his 
| fate, 
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Fate. Their tale is too long now to re- 
late; it will ſerye to amuſe you ſome 
other time. A ſoldier's life, in camp, 
admits of very few anecdotes ; therefore 
J muſt huſband them. Indeed, in one 
ſenſe, I may not be ſpeaking ſtrictly 
true ; but I mean anecdotes that might 
be intereſting to a lady, I truſt that you 
have got rid of your fears for my ſafety, 
as my appointment is ſuch as precludes 
any poſſibility of danger; the nature 
of which General Harcourt will explain 
to you, as my paper muſt not be uſed 
to ſo bad a-purpoſe. I hope that you 
found my repreſentative an agreeable 
companion at your toilette, and not ſo 
trouble ſome as I generally am when 1 
have the honor of being admitted. You 
muſt not look too often at your glaſs in 
my abſence—when you find any leiſure 
take your pen, and ſo eonverſe with 
me—1 will appropriate all my idle time 
to you, fo ſhall we both be employed 
| D4 in 
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in what we molt like. Some lovers, 1 
think, whoſe names I have forgotten, 
conſoled themſelves in abſence, by look- 
ing at ſome particular ſtar each night, at 
the ſame moment. Surely, to convey 
each others ſentiments at the ſame mo- 
ment, is a refinement on their ſyſtem, 

Let us then adopt it, and write every 
| evening from fix until ſeven. You ſee 
I have chofen thoſe hours when you may 
de diſengaged, at leaft when yon can 
diſengage yourſelf moſt eaſily. Do you 
yet perſiſt in your reſolution of not viſi- 
ting out of your own family during my 
abſence ? You ſurely muſt receive viſits, 
or you wilt offend your friends; and 
when I return I ſhall find you entirely 
baniſhed from ſociety, which you were 
purpoſely made toadorn : Have'you been 
to Oakſtock yet? I gave a dinner to a 
party of ſriends the day Landsford came 
of age—you was toaſted as well as Lady 
Suſan,” The glaſs went round untill a 
very 
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very late hour; and, I will only tell you 
that my head ached the next day hors 
ridly.: this is the only folly I have com- 
mitted fince we parted. You will for- 
give this, as it was a libation to friend- 
ſhip. Often bas Landsford kept up my 
ſpirits before we were married ; when 1 
have expreſſed my fears that the Coun- 
teſs would deſpiſe me for pretending to 
an alliance with your family. “ Somer- 
vile!“ ſaid he, you ſhall have her; 
I love my ſiſter, and am convinced you 
will make her happy.” Then in his 
ſprightly humour he would promiſe. to 
aſſiſt me in carrying you off to Scotland, 
if the Counteſs refuſed. She rendered 
ſuch a ſtep needleſs by her conſent. In- 
deed I ſhould have feared to have propo- 
fed an elopement, as I have heard you ex- 
claim againſt ſuch females as have adopt- 
ed that meaſure, I think ſeparation has 
rendered my mind feminine; therefore 1 


muſt conclude, leſt you deſpiſe me, which 
D 5 would 
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would be to me, the worſt of ills. Adieu, 
Sabina: write to mel as often as you can 
ſpare time. I will abſolve you on a ſe- 
cond thought from daily correſpon- 
dence: there appears to me ſomething 


of conſtraint in it, which is not plating 
| 10 your alrite 
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LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 
| WI 2 
188 FITZARRAN. 


Oakſtock Park, 


| When you began your laſt, I was at a 
| loſs to gueſs whether you and the rector 
of your pariſh had not been writing at the 

ſame deſk ; whether the good man had 
1 : bot 


Co 


— 


not been compoſing a diſcourſe for the 
next Sunday, and that you had miſtaken 
the paper and ſent his ſermon to me. At 
length I found my error, and that you 
meant an eulogy on your mother's 
virtues, which doubtleſs, ſhe deſerves. 
My mother is alſo deſerving of having 
her praiſes celebrated, but my pen is 
unequal to the taſk, and ſo I leave it to 
,abler hands. As to your requeſt to be 
C informed. what the © cenſorious vulgar” 
ſay, or what Madam Report ſays, and 
of Which you. requeſt ſo ſeriouſly to be 
informed, in plain and intelligible lan- 


guage: thus it runs they do ſay that a 
certain tutor in a certain family now re- 


ſident in Dublin, has by ſpells and di- 


vers incantations, poſſeſſed himſelf en- 


tirely of the heart of a certain Dowager 
Lady; that her affection and her 
pride are at war; but that pride will 
give way, and that then, Miſs Fitzarran 


and all the younger branches of the fa- 


D 6 mily 
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mily will be taught Greek and Latin gra- 
tis. No ſervants are to be admitted in- 
to the family, but fuch as are perfectly 
verſed in the dead languages. When 
this happy event takes place, I ſhall not 
be allowed to correſpond with you, as 
you will be taken up with the new rela- 
tions, that this union will bring along 
with it. Lord George Seymour ſays, 
that there is to be an oration ſpoken in 
both Greek and Latin, every day after 
dinner, by ſome of the family. Thus 
ſays the world. However, I have too 
good an opinion of Lady Fitzarran's ſenſe, 
to ſuppoſe ſhe has any intention to de- 
grade herſelf ſo much as to marry a man 
who has been in her family, only one 
ſtep above the menial fervants. You 
will excuſe my taking this liberty with 
you; I remember, it was your own re- 
queſt. How kind I muſt be to write fo 
much of your affairs, and never once 
mention myſelf! You are, doubtlefs, 
| | anxious 
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anxious to know if this Frenchman is 
arrived, and whether he has touched 
my heart. Yes he is come, and to ſay 
the truth, is perfectly an elegant crea- 
ture: but there is not any reaſon Why, 
by finding him agreeable, I am to loſe 
myſelf. He does not look quite ſo 
faucy as Landsford, but I dare ſay a 
fufficient ſhare of vanity lurks under hrs 
pretended humility. How many ſhapes 
theſe men can aſſume, in order to en- 
flaye us. Well, are we not right to 
fight them with their own weapons, and 
fubdue inftead of being ſubdued? This 
is the plan I mean to purſue, and teach 
thoſe animals that women have ſouls, 
aye! and reaſonable ones too, as well 
as themſelves. The Count de Mont- 
fort is a ſenfible and intelligent young 
man without the foppery that generally 
diſtinguiſhes: thoſe of his country who 
have come under my obſervation.“ His 
ſerious manners,” he ſays, were 

cavght 


ſhould have thanked my ſtars for my 


for bringing this gem, this treaſure to 
Oakſtock. Did they not preſume to di- 
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caught from the Duke de B., his: 


moſt intimate friend; who partly recciv- 
ed his education in England, and who 


was formed upon the model of our 


youth,” He ſpeaks enthuſiaſtically of 


| the Duke, who, I find, is his oracle. My 


mother 1s particularly pleaſed with the 
Count; ſo is Sabina; he has thus got 
the majority of females on his ſide. He 


reads to them whilſt they work. I fre- 


quently mortify him by getting up and 


going out of the room in the midſt of 


his readings. This I do for fear he ſhould 
be vain ; and ſo give himſelf airs: for 
Landsford has informed me, that: the 
fool was in love at firſt ſight. Nay, my 
brother had the inſolence to give me 


warning not to play the fool with a man 
of ſenſe, and his friend. I ſuppoſe. 1 


good fortune, and his good Lordſhip 
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rect me, I do not know but I might 
have found the Count agreeable enough ; 
but I muſt, and will be uncontrolled. 
: Sabina is about to leave us; ſhe has loſt 
all her former vivacity ; this marriage 
bas quite altered her.—She is for ever 
thinking and talking of Somerville. 
she talks of his delicate attentions. 
In what, my dear, do you think they 
conſiſt? or, at leaſt, which is moſt pro- 
minent in her mind? juſt the very thing 
for which I would have puniſhed the 
wretch: ſo very differently do people 
view the ſame thing. On going to her 
dreſſing- room, after he left her, the found 
the glaſs reverſed, and her huſband's 
picture placed where the glaſs ſhould 
have reflected her own face: juſt tanta- 
mount to ſaying, here is a more beauti- 
ful object to look upon. Never pre- 
ſume to think of yourſelf, whilſt ſuch a 
divinity, as I, am in exiſtence. I would 
have whitened the face, and returned hin 

tho 
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the picture by the next packet. It is 
juſt theſe pieces of vanity that make me 
deteſt the ſex. They will not let you 
peaceably and quietly be their friends 
and equals, but you muſt adore, and 
worfbip them, or they are downright 
angry, and complain that you are inſen- 
fible, inſipid, and that you want feeling. 
A thouſand abuſive epithets they beſ- 
tow on thoſe who difpute their authority: 
paſſive obedience is what they exact. Oh 
| horrid !. I am meditating a journey to 
Bath, as I am now tired of home. 


Oakſtock begins to be dull, and an 
invitation from Mrs. Evelyn; a friend of 
my mother's, has kindly relieved me 
from my preſent ennui. At Bath there 
are a few of my filly adorers. I cannot 
help laughing to ſee what fools men 
make of themſelves, juſt for the plea» 
ſure of playing the tyrant in their turn. 
But their reign laſts for life ; whilſt poor 
women only flutter in the ſunſhine of 
power 
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power for a ſhort period, and then fink 
into nothing. You fee how tireſome T | 
grow, having nothing to communicate. 1 
We go through the ſame infipid round 2 
of going to bed and petting up, riding, 4 
walking, or fitting down to cards, : 
Landsford bas propoſed accompanying 
me to Bath ; this I ſhall permit him to = 
do, as by ſo doing I ſhalt enſure the 1 
Count's going en ſuite, I have no ob- 
jection to a little flirtation with him, if 
he preſumgs no farther. Nay, my 
friendſhip he is. welcome to; for I guſt 
ſay, I think him amiable, and he ap- 
pears as yet unaſſuming. My mother, 
I believe, goes to London; where, I 
hope, you will come, notwithſtanding 
the reports ſo maliciouſly circulated, I 
am thinking who would preſent your 
new father at court, if the ſtory was 
true. I ſuppoſe the preſident of ſome of 
our colleges: as it muſt be a learned in- 
troduction. Adieu, Frances, write me 

all 
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all the news of Dublin: and, in return 
the ſcandal of Bath, if I go there, is at 


your ſervice. 
Teur, 


 $USAN SPENCER. 
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JA UILINE sr. PRIEUx. 
= | . 


- WHERE is my ſiſter, my friend and 

3 counſellor? Torn from me by the rude 
| band of neceſſity. Indeed I have loſt all 
| my friends, one by one, and am now 
left alone to combat with a world, with 
which 1 feel myſelf but too ill fitted to 

ſtruggle. Jacquiline, my brother, my 

* — dear 
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dear Robert, has alſo left -me, and 1s 
gone to England. — This I am rather re- 
conciled to, as his ſtay in France was 
no longer ſafe. My father, on his death- 
bed, bequeathed me to the care of the 
Dutcheſs de Bl, and bade her keep 
his child from the ſtorm that threaten- 
ed ; to cheriſh and prote& her youth. 
How well has this amiable woman execu- 
ted her truſt ? She is indeed a mother to 
-your Adela; yet I cannot feel that unre- 
ſerve in her preſence that I uſed to do, in 
that of Madame Adeliade, our ſuperior. 
Happy hours Jacquiline were thoſe we 
paſſed in the Convent of St. Auſtin, 
when every day paſſed unrifled by care, 
and unclouded with ſorrow :' When we 
experienced that eternal ſunſhine of the 
mind, which 1 fear is only the lot of 
youth, You will begin to think I am 
. changed—indeed ſo I am, in every 
thing but my friendſhip for you: and 
that can never change, becauſe it is 

founded 
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| founded on principle, and cemented by 
I time. Amidſt every care and attention 
that can be ſhewn me, I am unhappy. 
Never did I think that my heart could 
harbour ſo deteſtable a gueſt as ingrati- 
tude. Yet it is ſo: how was it poſſible 
to live under the ſame roof, to ſee the 
many amiable qualities of the Duke de 
-B*#**, and not admire them? So ten- 
«der, ſo delicate was his attention to me, 
when the ſevereſt of all misfortunes be- 
fel me, the loſs of my father. Since 
that period, he has been anxious to ſhew 
me every mark of eſteem, inſomuch 
that my heart, Jacquiline, has yielded 
a willing victim to his virtues. Some- 
times, I hope that he is not indifferent 


to Adela; yet I am obliged to check 


this hope when I reflect, that his good 
mother, my patroneſs and friend, would 


diſapprove his paſſion were it ſo. Sae 
bas views of aggrandizement by a 


match with the daughter of Don Guz- 
- man, 


11 ] % ——T— ] A Ä RAE = 


5 — Fry — 


ROBERT axp ADELA. 69 


man, her brother, and often entertains 
me with her plans and conjectures on 
this ſubject, the whole morning together. 
The Duke was in France at our firſt 
coming hither, as it was not judged pro- 
per for him to attend us, which might 
have created a jealouſy. He himſelf did 
not wiſh to remove, as my brother was 
then in France. There has ever ſubſiſted 
a ſtrong friendſhip between them. Ro- 
bert went for England, and the Duke 
has followed us. Never did I expe- 
rience ſuch true delight as when I ſaw, 
from my window, his Berlin drive into 
the yard of our Hotel. I was fitting 
with the Dutcheſs, whoſe own emotions 
on this occaſion, I hope, prevented her 
from ſeeing mine.—For we had formed 
ſerious apprehenſions for the ſafety of 
the Duke, which were confirmed by the 
proſcriptions daily carrying on in Paris, 
Never did a happier trio fit down to din- 
ner than ourſelves ; for the Duke is very 
= affectionate 
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affectionate to his mother, and to ſee 
ber happineſs muſt have contributed 
to his. — 1 SD 


We have a very pleaſant ſociety here, 
and were it not for a ſigh or two for loſt 
friends, and paſt pleaſures, and ſome 
few appreltenfions of future miſery, 
your friend might be ſaid to be happy. 
Sometimes I with I had remained in our 
peaceful convent; yet I fear even there, 
the ſiſterhood will not leng remain in 
ſafety. Tell me what you are about, 
for nothing that relates to you can ever 
be indifferent to me. When you left the 
convent, your mother's woman told you, 
it was to be married. We then laughed 
at the idle notion of a ſtranger, know- 
ing this circumſtance before you were 
informed of it.—I hope, however, that 
you have not had occaſion to ſigh fince, 
at the information ſhe then gave you. 
Do you remember the Duke de B.? 

8 He 
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He came once to ſee me with Robert: 
if I miſtake not, you went down with 
me to the parlour of Madame Adeliade 
to receive them. It is impoſſible, if you 
have ever ſeen him, to forget his features. 
That was almoſt the firſt time, Jacqui- 
, line, I ever ſaw this amiable  man—the 
impreſſion then made, and ſince confir- 
med by reaſon, will ever remain indeli- 
ble in» the breaſt of your fincere friend, 


# 
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ro THE 


DUKE pz B., 


NOW that you are ſafe from the 
fangs of tyranny and oppreſſion, my 
heart is lighter than whilſt I contemplat- 
ed what might be your fate, if diſtruſt 
ſhould point you out a victem to that 
eager deſire of rapine and plunder that 
now marks the blood thirſty councils of 
France. We had both ſuffered too much 
anxiety whilſt the flight of your mother. 
and my ſiſter were pending, as their de- 
parture was occaſioned by our advice, 
for me again to hazard my opinion, 
where your life might be the forfeit of 
the failure: elſe would I have ſolicit- 
ed you to accompany me to England, I 
cannot but ſay, that the receipt of your 
letter both gave me pleaſure and pain. 

I 


I will explain this paradoxical way of 


ſpeaking.—-To hear you were ſafe, gave 
me pleaſure ; but that my Adela trembled 
at your approach, gave me pain. You 


ſay you only thought ſo. I will believe it 


true; as love is ever quick ſighted. 
Her happineſs is dear to me, ſo is yours, 
my dear B***, and I cannot ſee how 


they can be united. I would to heaven 
this was poſſible ; then would the firſt 


wiſh of my heart be accompliſhed. To 


ſee my filter the wife of the firſt and only 
friend TI ever poſſeſſed, would be true 
and ſolid felicity to me.—Once this 
might have been poſſible. My father 
uſed to contemplate in you a future 
ſon-in-law, and reckon on many days of 


happineſs that would be paſſed with 


Adela and de B***, He pleaſed him- 
ſelf in thought with future proſpects. 
The fortune of my fiſter is now too con- 
fined to allow your marrying her. 
Would that of Montfort was equal to 
Vol. I. | E the 
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the raiſing her to what is expected 
by your union with the rich heirefs 
of the houſe of Guzman. — Lou have 
no other reſource than marrying her, 
as your poſſeſſions in France are too 
precarious to admit of delay. Think of 
this, and do not trifle with your own 
and my ſiſter's happineſs. She has a 
ſuſceptible and a tender heart. Believe 
me, de B*#®*, I do not ſuſpect you of 
tampering with her affections. Friend- 
ſhip has no foe ſo ungenerous as miſtruſt. 
However you act, it will be moſt ho- 
nourable. Your mother is ſet upon 
this match. It is her only hope. In 
this ſhe ſees the fallen fortunes of her 
houſe again raiſing their head. You are 
her only remaining child. How natural 

is it for the maternal breaſt to be anxious 
to ſee the object of its fondeſt hopes 
Taifed again to that affluence from which 
be is about to be torn, if not already 
deprived of that 1 which was 
5 the 
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the right of his anceſtors. Think of 
this de B***, J am ſure you will act 


with propriety. Regard Adela as the 


orphan daughter of a eee friend, 
and the ſiſter of 


ROBERT. DE MONTFORT. 


; 1% 
LADY SABINA SOMERVILLE 
10 
LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 
Somerville Lodge. 


THIS letter will find my gay and 
whimfical fiſter juſt entered into all the 
ſcenes of mirth and diſſipation that Bath 
and its motley viſitors preſent to a mind 
like hers, ever ready to be amuſed with 
the paſſing follies. 

E 2 I who 


76 ROBERT any ADELA. 

I who am a recluſe expect to be 
entertained with whatever ſtrikes you. 
It is a debt you owe to me, and you I 
know hate to be under an obligation: 
When I was in town with my mother, 
before you left your grand-mother, I 
always dedicated ſome moments of each 
day to you, in order to fill up the tedious 
hours of abſence, and giveyou ſome idea 
of the metropolis, which Lady Leiceſ- 
ter had determined you never, with her 
conſent, ſhould ſee. Indeed, my dear 
Suſan, I am inclined to wiſh you never 
had ſeen this good woman. I am ſure 
her notions-are abſurd ; ſome of them 
do not want ſenſe, and her reaſoning 
was good on ſome points: but I am con- 
vinced there is a middle courſe to be 
ſteered between that of being a ſlave, or 
a tyrant. 'I have no idea of a gentleman- 
like lady, Does it not diſguſt one in 
our theatres to ſee (as is often the cuſ- 


tom now) a ſtout robuſt man in woman's 
| cloaths 
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cloathsaCting a character, whilſt a woman, 
with alittle ſhrill voice, is apeing that of 
a man? It is the ſame in real life, with 
this difference, that one is carried 
through life, while the other is only 
put on for the evening, and caſt off 
with our cloaths. I fear that by pur- 
ſuing this idle plan, you will trifle with 
your own happineſs, and when too late, 
become a rational being. I am led into 
this train of thinking by an obſervation [ 
made in the few days I ſpent at Oakſtock.. 
This was, that Landsford's friend Ro- 
bert de Montfort, is a ſenſible and amia- 
ble young man. I conſider him as a. 
kind of ſacred character, rendered ſo. 
by the misfortunes of his country and 
family: I perceived in him a diſpoſition 
towards your Ladyſhip, which I muſt 
in fincerity ſay I was truly ſorry for. 
Volatility is not his characteriſtic, or I 
am greatly miſtaken. If my conjecture 
is well grounded, I beſeech you, not to 
9 E 3. encou- 
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encourage an bopeleſs paſſion in this 
young man. It would be unbecoming 
the dignity of that character whieh you 
would wiſh to aſſume. This, I know, 
you will think, very elder-ſiſter like. 
I would have it ſo. Ik now but one fol- 
ly you are guilty of; but that is fo mon- 
ſtrous and giant-like, that J dread its 
progreſs. At this moment I have before 
my eyes, what contradicts all your ſys 
tem of the boaſted rights of women: 
This is Lady Trentown ſitting on a bank 
in her ſhrubbery, with her children 
playing round her, mending a. paper 
kite for her eldeſt boy. Now this is de- 
grading in your opinion. Women were 
made to ſharebin all the councils of the 
ſtate. Which wodld make the moſt fe- 
minine appearance, (I had forgot that 


your ſyſtem hardly allows of diſtinc- 


tion of ſex,) your ladyſhip holding forth 
in Parliament on the boaſted rights of 
Magna Charta, or wa Trentown em- 

Pages 
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ployed in the maternal duties watching 
over the health and paſtimes of her lovely 
children ? Perhaps one day I'may fur- 


prize my fiſter ſo employed. I need not 
expreſs the ſincere delight this would 
give me. ot 1: (74117. 40 $64 
I can tell you nothing like news, as all 
my friends are gone to town. I amuſe 
myſelf with working, reading, and 
walking, as the weather and my humour 
permits—my little Fidelle 1s my only 
companion. Miſs Miller is gone to Dub- 
lin, to ſpend ſome little time with your 
friend Lady Frances Fitzarran. I dare 
ſay you will hear the news of Dublin from 
| her. I have fome hopesbur mother will 
ſpend a few days with me, previouſly to 
her going to town. I wiſh ſhe may; as 
I deſign fome trifling improvement in 
the abſence of my William; for as her 
taſte is good, it would aſſift r me in I 
determination. W 


E 4 Remem- 
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Remember, I expect long letters. If 
you are angry with my admonitions, I 
will write in this ſtrain no more: but 
leave time and good ſenſe to effect what 


is ſo truly and ardently wiſhed by your 
affectionate 


383ABINA SOMERVILLE, 


MRS. EVELYN 
10 
THE COUNTESS OF ALDBOROUGH, 


Bath, 


IT is with pleaſure I inform you that 
I received Lady Suſan laſt night at my 
houſe, in perfect health, attended by her 
brother and his friend the Count de 

Montfort. 
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Montfort. Both her Ladyſhip and the 
Earl are greatly improved in perſon 
fince I laſt ſaw them. Indeed that is no 
wonder, for it is five years ſince I faw 
the Earl, and nearly three fince I met 
Lady Suſan at Buxton with Lady Lei- 
ceſter. I ſhall endeavour to put theſe 
odd notions, imbibed from the opinions 
of an old ſuperannuated woman, out of 
her head. She is, my dear Counteſs, 
juſt what I remember you to have been 
when we firſt met at St. James's on the 
day of preſentation, when our mutual 
fears brought us acquainted. Lady Su- 
ſan has not ſo much timidity in her diſ- 
poſition as you had then, I perceive. 
We ſhall endeavour to make Bath» 
agreeable to her Ladyſhip. I could 
not prevail on the gentlemen to take up 
their abode with me. I ſuppoſe, they 
thought there would be too much re- 
ſtraint under the roof of an old Dowager : 
I did not infiſt, as I like every one to be 
E 5 at 
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at their eaſe. They are lodged in the 


ſquare, and ſee us every day. All the 
unmarried dames are ſetting their caps 
at the Earl already. I have been look-- 
ed after greatly fince the arrival of my 


young friends. Lady Suſan is in ſearch 


of characters ſhe fays: I do not 
know any place in which ſhe is ſo likely 
to ſucceed as Bath. I think you ſhould. 
have performed a half promiſe you made- 
me, of coming here for a few weeks. 


Perhaps you will do this before the ſea- 


{on be over. We are very full of com- 


pany at preſent, As you fay, this place 


is. juſt calculated for me. As I ſhould be 


much alone in an old family manſion, , , 


natody would travel miles to pay a vi- 


ſit to an old woman; but, as they come 


here at any rate, the rules of good breed- 


ing will not let my old friends filently 


paſs my door: ſo by this means I ſe- 
cure myſelf from neglect. You was fo... 
good as to enquire after my daughter 


Middleton: 


; 
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Middleton : She 1s both well and hap- 
py, and as you ſuppoſed at Middleton- 
hall. She is attending her eldeſt daugh- 
ter under inoculation. As ſoon as ſhe 
is recovered they mean to pay me a vi- 
ſit here. I have, indeed, been very 
fortunate. in both my children. My fon 
is in Bengal, making, as I bear, (through 
the kindneſs of his father's friend, the 
governor general) a rapid fortune: 
which he will have. youth enough left 
to enjoy on his return to his native 
country. I am led to this reflection by my 
obſervation of ſo many gentlemen with 
worn out health, who reſort to this place 
on their return from India, that I think 
would have done well to have ſpent their 
fortunes where they gained them, ra- 
ther than at ſo advanced a period in life, 
have riſqued a change of climate; as 
that of India muſt have become from 
long reſidence neceſſary to their conſti- 
tutions. I have known ſome, whoſe good 


E 6 ſenſe 
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ſenſe was too late convinced of this, return 

again to India, Edmund has, he tells 
me, never experienced any hurt from 
the climate. I hope he will not marry in 
India; not that I mean fo on account of 
money; but that I have obſerved many 
ladies who have gone out to look for 
fortunes, on having found them, return 
 Havghty, upſtart and conceited ; with 
only this reaſon for their being ſo, that 
they had met with a fate, of which they 
were undeſerving. My dear Counteſs, 
will think | have taken up ſufficient of 
her time, and Lady Suſan will be impa- 
tient to go to the rooms. Adieu then, 
my friend, 


Your's, 


ANN EVELYNe 
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ROBERT DRB MONTFORT 
T0 
THE DUKE DE B“, 


WHY are you filent, my friend? I am 
not ſo uneaſy at this, as I ſhould beat ano- 
thertime; becauſe, I know, in the preſent 
ſtate of things, your letters may be ſtop- _ 
ped, or many other miſchances might 
happen. You will wonder to hear of 
my being at Bath, this I will ſoon ex- 
plain to you. . Landsford is here attend- 
ing on Lady Suſan, who is on a viſit to 
a lady, a friend of the Counteſs. Being 
an idle fellow, and wiſhing to ſee as much 
as poſſible of this country, I have ac- 
companied them here. At Bath, as at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, and other places of fa- 
ſhionable reſort, you ſee the world under 

6 a ſort 
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a ſort of diſguiſe : find thoſe peculiarities 
tit form a national character, are in a 
great meaſure loſt, in that general and 
modiſh politeneſs which aſſimulates the 
manners of people of quality very much 
to one another. I can eafily diſcern 
features in the Engliſh, afſembled at this 
rendezyous, that diſcriminate them from 
the neighbouring nations; particularly 
the French. They poſſeſs good nature, 
good ſenſe, and great candour and probi- 
ty of diſpoſition. They are not very ac- 
ceſſible to ſtrangers : but the fincerity 
of their friendſhip is in proportion to the 
reſerve with which they contract them. 
It is in provincial towns, villages, and 
hamlets, that I muſt learn the character 
of this nation. You ſhall hear, from time 
to time, the obſervations I make in a 
ſhort tour. 


_ Having reſolved then, to wander 
about for ſome days, regardleſs whi- 


ROBERT axv ADELA. 87 


ther, and without any companion, or 
even ſervant, that I might with the 
greater freedom mingle with the coun- 
try people, the great ſtrength and ſup- 
port of every nation, I ſallied forth from 
Bath mounted on a very ſtout Welch po- 
ney, and directed my courſe fouth and 
eaſtward through the Wiltſhire downs, 
including the famous Saliſbury plains, 
into that part of Hampſhire which they 
call the New Foreſt. - The route I pur- 
ſued is one of the moſt intereſting in 


England, and that on many accounts. 


Along the iſthmus, extending from 
Southampton to Bridgewater, on the- 
eſtuary of the Severn, and peninſulat- 
ing Cornwall, Devonſhire and Dorſet- 
ſnire, with part of Somerſetſhire and 
Wiltſhire, lie the ſtriking veſtiges of a 
military pretenture, or ditch and ram- 
part, once twenty feet high from the 
bottom of the ditch.: which ſome reckon 


among the Roman, and others among 
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the Daniſh antiquities of England. The 
nature of the ground and local ſituation 
deſtined this to be a theatre of conteſt be- 
tween the natives of Britain and foreign 
invaders. Here probably the Britons 
made a ſtand againſt the Romans, and 


here, certainly the Saxons of the ſouth- 


ern and weſtern provinces . of England 
made head, in many a deſperate conflict, 
againſt the Danes. The whole extent 
of the ſpace for feveral miles on either 
hand, is ſtrewed with barrows or tumuli 
of various fizes, the burying places of 
thouſands of foes and friends | heaped 
without diſtinction, under the ſame ac- 
cumulation of turf and ſtone. In coun- 
tries encloſed, planted, or ſubdued by the 
plough, ſuch remains of antiquity are 
demoliſhed, or hid from the eye, by the 
laborious and reſtleſs hand of art. In 
thoſe wide uncultivated plains, inter- 
ſperſed here and there only by a little 
cottage or hamlet, with a ſmall ſtripe 
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of oats or rye, the face of nature is pre- 
ſerved inviolate. You ſee nothing but 
the tumuli already mentioned, and the 
waving ſurface of the green earth, thinly 
ſcattered over with herds and flocks. 
You forget the buſy city and town. 


 —Even rural occupations and village 


gambols are unknown here—all is ſoli- 


tary and ſad. Every object recalls to ö 


the imagination war and barbariſm. 
Here the mind becomes contempla- 
tive that tumult of hopes and fears, of 
deſires and averſions which make up the 
ſum of human life, is arreſted; and 
we revolve the fate of nations, and the 
deſtiny of the human race. 

How different the times and circum. 
ſtances in which I, with many of my 
countrymen, now make our appearance 
in this famed land, from thoſe Norman 
conquerors, whom this foreſt and waſte 
land bring to recollection. William the 
Conqueror, 
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Conqueror, not content with thoſe large 
foreſts, which the former King's poſſeſ- 

ſed in all parts of England, reſolved to 
make a new foreſt near Wincheſter, the 
uſual place of his reſidence: and, for that 
purpoſe, he laid waſte the country in 
Hampſhire, and on the confines of Wilt- 
ſhire, for an extent of thirty miles from 
eaſt to; weſt, and from fifteen to 
twenty from north to ſouth. He ex- 
pelled the inhabitants from their houſes; 
ſeized; their property; and made the 
ſufferers no compenſation for their con- 
duct. At the ſame time he enacted 
new laws, by which he prohibited all 
his ſubjects from hunting in any of his 
foreſts, and rendered the penalties more 
ſevere than had ever been inflicted for 
ſuch offences. The killing of a deer or 
boar, or even a hare, was puniſhed with 
the loſs of the delinquent's eyes; and 
that at a time when the killing of a 
man could be atoned for by paying a 
moderate 
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moderate fine or compoſition. Thus 
tyranny was exerciſed over the Engliſh, 
ſeven hundred years ago, by one man, 
as it is now in France, eſpecially Bri- 
tanny and Normandy, my native pro- 
vince, by thouſands. Though the inſti- 
tutions of William the Conqueror, who 
introduced the feudal or military ſyſtem 
into England, on the ruins of the more 


ſimple and equal laws of the Saxons, have 
been gradually, improved into a well 


compacted ſyſtem of regulated liberty, 


there are. ſeveral. remains of an over- 


bearing power to be traced in the cele- 


brated, conſtitution of England; (for 


what human work can be expected to be 
altogether perfect?) but none ſo ſtrik- 


ing as the game laws, which, to the 
great maſs of the people, cannot but ap- 
pear odious and humiliating. Perſonal 
Tervices, inſtead of pecuniary rents or 


contributions. in warlike and rude times, 
were natural; and taxes, even heavy 
taxes, 
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taxes, in a commercial age, and under 
an old government, are neceſſary to the 
maintenance of ſocial order: but the 
heavy penalties that reſtrain the people 
from catching or ſeizing animals unap- 
propriated, and which, by the wildneſs 
of their nature, cannot be appropriated 
to any maſter, ſeems to be an unneceſ- 
ſary act of wantonneſs; and extremely 
impolitic too, particularly in times of 
commotion : for, whereas men find an 
excuſe for pecuniary impoſts in the pub- 
lic exigencies, they are like William 


Tell, the father of Helvetic freedom, 


rouzed to indignation by ſportive oppreſ- 
fion *. 


© The Swiſh had continued long under little 
elſe than a nominal ſubjection to the Burgundians 
and Germans, when, about the. year 1300, the 
Emperor Albert I. treated them with ſo much ri- 
gour, that they petitioned him againſt the cruelty 
of his governor. This ſerved only to 'add to 
the Ag of the people, One of Albert's Auſ- 
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It is alſo to be obſerved, that the reſt- 
raint in queſtion, is more grievous and 
inſolent in the preſent, than it formerly 
was in feudal and more turbulent times. 


When the leaders of thoſe Tartarian 
kordes, which, in the third and fourth 


trian governors, Grifler, in the wantonneſs of ty- 
ranny, ſet up a hat upon a pole, to which he or- 
dered the natives to pay as much reſpect as to him- 
ſelf. One William Tell being obſerved ro. paſs 
frequently without taking notice of the hat, and 
being an excellent markſman, the tyrant condem- 
ned him to be hanged, unleſs he cleft an apple 
upon his ſon's head, . at a certain diſtance, with an 
arrow. Tellclefr the apple, and on Grifler's aſk+ 
ing him the meaning of another arrow which he 
ſaw ſtuck in his belt, he bluntly anſwered, that it 
was intended for his (Griſler's) heart, if he had 
killed his ſon. Tell, upon this, was condemned 
to priſon ; but he made bis eſcape, and watching 
an opportunity, ſhot the tyrant, and thereby 
brought to maturity a plan which had been for 
ſome time in agitation among the chief men for the 
recovery and eſtabliſhment of liberty. 

centurics 
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centuries came to ſettle the economy of 
a vanquiſhed country, their policy led 
them to keep the native peaſants in as low 
a condition as poſſible, and eſpecially to 
prohibit them from the uſe of arms. 


Nothing could be better adapted for this 


purpoſe than a prohibition of hunting 
and ſporting. The right of indulging 
in theſe pleaſures was therefore reſerved 
to themſelves, and thoſe on whom they 
choſe to beſtow it ; which were only the 
capital feudatories or greater Barons. 
And accordingly we find, in the feudal 
conſtitutions, | one and the ſame law, 
prohibiting the peaſantry or actual cul- 
tivators of the ſoil, from carrying arms; 
and proſecuting the uſe of nets, ſnares, 
or other engines for deſtroying the game. 
The ſpirit of the game laws, in thoſe 
- times, therefore is obvious : it was in the 
ſame ſpirit undoubtedly, and not from 
a ſpirit of unneceſſary and wanton inſo- 
lence, that ſo wiſe and politic a prince 

as 
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as William the Conqueror, laid his new- 


ly acquired ſubjects, with regard to hunt- 


ing, under ſtill cloſer reſtrictions than 
his predeceffors of the Britiſh, and even 
of the Saxon line. 


In the time of the Britons, who de- 


rived much of their ſubſiſtence from the 
chace, the whole iſland was repleniſhed 
with all ſorts of game, and all the inha- 
bitants, like the back ſettlers in America 
at this day, were at liberty to purſue it. 
But under the Saxon government, when 


lands began to be incloſed and cultiva- 
ted, the wild and untameable animals na- 


turally fled into the woody and deſert 
tracts, which, as they were not diſpoſed 
of in the firſt diſtribution of lands, were 


held to belong to the ſovereign, who 


reſerved, on pain of a pecuniary for- 
feiture, the game in which they abound- 
ed for his own uſe and diverfion : but, 
ſtill every freeholder had a right of ſport- 


ing 
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ing upon his ozw# /erritories, provided he 
abſtained from the King's foreſts, Upon 
the Roman conqueſt, however, a new 
doctrine took place, and the liberty of 
purſuing and tak ing ſuch animals as were 
accounted game, was then held to be- 
long to the king only, or ſuch as acted 
under his authority. 


This long digreſſion to the Roman 
conqueſt, royal foreſts, the feudal ſyſ- 
tem, and the game laws, may appear 
ſomewhat odd. But it is obtruded by 
the wild, yet intereſting ſcene that ſur- 
rounds me, and will ſerve as a natural 
introduction to ſome farther eircum- 
' ſtances, and ſome amuſing enough facts 
which I ſhall relate in fome other let- 
ters. Adieu, my friend, forthe preſent, 


| Your's, 


. ROBERT DE MONTFORT: 


is 
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THE DUKE vs B***. 
| F266 
ROBERT vs MONT FORT, 


_ COULD not you put idleneſs into 
the catalogue, Robert, when you were 
making your calculations concerning 
what might occaſion the delay in our 
correſpondence ? Had you done ſo, you 
would have been right in your conjec- 
tures. I am become careleſs, ſtupid, 
inattentive ; in ſhort I am good for no- 
thing. My mother is angry with, me. 
The Lady Thereſa Guzman is affront- 
ed, and the gentle Adela ſighs. You 
are, no doubt, ſurprized to hear that the 
fair Spaniard is at Lauſanne. In truth this 
ſurpriſed me: but ſo it is. The Spa» 
niards were not wont to be ſo condeſt 
cending. She is not the woman for me; 
nor could the wealth of worlds, were 

Vor. I. F f ſhe 
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ſhe in poſſeſſion of them, prevail over 
me to unite my fate with hers ; in ſhort 
my fate on this point is decided. Was 
it neceſſary, do you think, my friend, to 
put me on my guard with regard to 
Adela? Did you fuſpect that I could ever 
forget who I myſelf am? If I keep in 
remembrance this, it is not likely I ſhall 
forget the reſpect due to my friends, 
either dead or alive? Forgive me! I 
perhaps reply too ſeverely to a brother 
anxious for the peace of a beloved ſiſter; 
but of this be aſſured, I will uſe no 
means improper to gain her affections. 
But was I certain Lwere in the poſfeſſion 
of them, I can only ſay I ſhould be too 
happy: exile with her is preferable to 
ſplendor and all its ideal train of parade 
without her. However, be eaſy Robert, 
T intend to quit Lauſanne as ſoon as I 
can bring my mind to ſuch a tate as to 
be able to ſpeak with the Ducheſs on the 
ſubject. My mother informed me on 
| my 
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my arrival, that ſhe had ſome expecta- 
tion of a viſit from this fair couſin of 


mine; which immediately determined 
me to quit Lauſanne as ſoon as poſſible. 


But before I had been here three days 
arrives a courier with the news that the 
Lady Thereſa and her maiden aunt, who 
is ſiſter to my mother, were on their 


joutney hither, and might be expected 


on the morrow. This brought on a 
ſerious converſation with the Ducheſs; 
in which the recounted to me my owry 


misfortunes, both paſt and in proſpect. 


She then gave me an account. of 
the immenſe wealth of Don Guz- 
man, her brother, and of the reputed 
charms and -accompliſhments of her 
niece ; both of which were deſigned for 
me: ſhe entreated me not to diſappoint 
her hopes in this match—there was no 
other way to repair my ruined fortune, 
and to reinſtate me in my former ſitua- 
tion. She looked, Robert, as if ſhe 
feared a diſappointment, and cut off the 

F2 converſa- 
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tion with ſaying, **-1 do not aſk for a 
© reply, my ſon, until you have conſi- 
&« dered the matter, and have ſeen Lady 
«© Thereſa, ſhe then left me to my re- 
flections; they were not of the moſt 
pleaſing kind. Never did criminal 
await his doom with more anxiety than did 
I the arrival of this damſel: not but that 
I was before determined; but I hoped 
to find in her what would be my excuſe; 
for if ſhe was amiable and intereſting, I 
did not know how to affront my mother 
and her family by a refuſal. At length 
I was ſummoned to attend in the draw- 
ing-room the arrival of Lady Thereſa. 
When ſhe was announced, it was impoſ- 
fible to picture the anxiety. of my 
mother's countenance—ſhe watched mine 
cloſely. The door opened, and in walk- 
ed a ſtately old lady, and after her a tall 
majeſtic figure, without one amiable 


trait in her countenance; a dead fallow 


complexion, which was almoſt hid under 
| * 
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an enormous quantity of rouge, She paid 
her reſpeAs gracefully enough to my mo- 
ther; I was then introduced to my aunt, 
and then to her ladyſhip, and in five 
minutes my mind was made up on the 
ſubject, and I ſet down perfectly quiet. 
Lady Thereſa ſeemed to ſay, by her 
manners, why are not you enraptured ? 
Why don't you adore the heireſs of the 
Houfe of Guzman? She is proud, 
vain, and | conceited—and may carry 
herſelf and her riches back to fome of 
the Dons ſhe has left fighing behind in 
Spain; as Donna Iſabella, my aunt, in- 
formed me that half. the cavaliers in 
Madrid broke their hearts on her depar- 
ture. She has ogled, talked, played, 
fung, danced, &c. but I will not part 
with my liberty to her. This you will 
fay is madneſs. I received a moſt flat- 
tering and kind letter from my uncle 
ou Guzman, excufing himſelf from 

F 3 attending 
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attending his daughter to Lauſanne, as 
bis attendance on the Court would not 
permit him to quit Madrid, but hoping 
I might be prevailed on to eſcort the 
ladies on their return. My mother had 
another letter, making the moſt un- 
bounded offers, ſhould I like to eſpouſe 
his daughter. So I ſuppoſe the inclina- 
tions of the poor giil were not confulted 
in the leaſt. I ptay that ſhe' may have 
left her heart with ſome whiſker'd Don: 
that being the caſe, we may conttire to 
ſet aſide the plans of the old folks. I 
have ſome thoughts of coming over to 
England. It is a land I admire. Every 
one is happy or unhappy in his -πwã n way. 
Lou ſay you went to Bath becauſe 


Landsford went thither to attend his 


ſiſter. Do you not find your attendance 
neteſſary alfo, Robert? Are you in love 
„ wüh Lady Suſan, and is ſhe cruel or 
0008 ? IL cannot write another ſentence. 
My 
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My mother is called for, Adela is ill. 
Adieu. 


a * 
Your's, 
PDE BUN. 


- To eaſe your apprehenfions, Adela 
is better, only a ſudden faintneſs ſeized 
her, occafioned by the heat of the wea- 
ther. | | 


MISS FITZARRAN 
To 
LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 


The Black Rack. 


Were not long acquainted with your 
diſpoſition, and know that you ſay many 
things ſportively, but never with inten- 
tention to wound, I ſhould be ſeriouſly 
F 4 diſpleaſed 
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diſpleaſed with your laſt letter. You will 
ſay, perhaps, were I fo, I ſhould a& 
with injuſtice, having aſked you to let 
me know the idle rumour of the day. 
But my friend I do not aſk you to com- 
ment upon it with quite ſo much humor. 
However, I forgive you, and moſt hear- 
tily with no worſe misfortune may ever 
beſall our family, than what you deſcribe 
as poſſible. 'This will ſurpriſe you I doubt 
not, I will own that I was ſurpriſed in 
my turn to find Lady Suſan Spencer en- 
tertain ſo illiberal an opinion as to rank 
a gentleman among the menials of the 
family, only becauſe fortune had been 
forgetful of his merits. SOR © man's 
manners makes the man, is an old 
ſaying, and why ſhould they not conſti- 
tute the gentleman? For, however high 
our birth, without theſe we ſhould cer- 
tainly be little ſuperior to brutes. Mr. 
Harrowby, whom the world has given 
me for a father, is certainly a moſt accom- 
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pliſhed ſcholar and gentleman—and I 
entertain the higheſt reſpect for his many 
virtues. My mother is much recovered 
both in health and ſpirits. I ſhall not 
trouble her with the opinions of the 
world; the is ſuperior to them all, and 
will always, I am perſuaded, act with 
propriety. I hear from Miſs Miller, 
who arrived here laſt night, that you are 
on the wing for Bath in ſearch of new 
conqueſts : I wiſh you to make one de- 
ſerving of you. My brother ſays you 


will marry ſome rake or other, he is: 
fure, as he never ſaw any of you difficult 
ladies but blundered at laſt either on a 
rake or a fool. I (hall leave you to fight 
out this battle with him. I have been 
greatly occupied lately in attendance on 
a moſt beautiful and amiable friend, 
who is languiſhing on a ſick bed, and 
is like Juliet, “ paſt hope; paſt cure.“ 


Sbe is anxiouſly awaiting the ſtroke of 


death: that is to join ben to her beloved 
NN F. 5. | Albert. 


2x6 ROBERT axy ADELA. 
Albert. Her ſtory is n bat not the 


leſs affectin 8. 


Sarah See is the daughter of the 
Dean of D*#*#**#*, She laſt winter at 
Bath met with Alfred Walton, the ſon 
of a gentleman of conſiderable fortune in 
the North of England. They foon ſaw 
and admired the many amiable qualities 
diſtinguiſhable in both. A mutual paſ- 
fion was lighted up in their breaſt, which, 
two months ſpent in the ſociety of each 
other, confirmed. No ſooner was 
this perceived by the Dean, than he 
waited on Mr. Walton for an explana- 
tion of his intentions; for, as he was an 
unexceptionable young man, either as 
to morals or fortune, he had but one 
point to carry, and the young folks were 
to be allowed to be happy their own way. 
The Dean had an eye to a Biſhopric. 
Walton's father could ſend two Mem- 
bers to Parliament; theſe, under a tight 
direction, might place the long - wiſhed 
for 
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for mitre on the head of the Dean. 
What is the happineſs of a daughter, 
when put in competition. with this be- 
loved object? Walton knew his family 
had always been in the Oppoſition, and 
that his father was, and would-be, firm 
as a rock to the cauſe he had eſpouſed; 
and, but to breathe a thought like that of 
changing ſides (a thing quite faſhion- 
able in the, preſent day) was to forfeit all 
claim to his regard. To give up the 
hope of calling the lovely Sarrh his, 
was what he dreaded to think of! In 
this dilemma he thought it beſt to tem- 
poriſe a little. He returned ſuitable 
acknowledgments to the Dean for his 
favourable opinion of him. And did 
not heſitate to ſay, if it lay within his 
T own abilities to make an inſtant reply, 
every thing that the Dean wiſhed ſhould 
be directly accommodated : that on his 
return to the North he would ſpeak with 
his father on the ſubject, and he hoped 
Fe that 


* 
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that he ſhould be able to promiſe the 
boroughs to the friends of the Dean he 
himſelf knew ne party when the woman 
of his heart was at ſtake. This procured 
him acceſs to the lovely Sarah. When 
they parted, he to go to the North on an 
hopeleſs errand, as he well knew, and 
ſhe to attend her father thither, they 
exchanged mutual vows of conſtancy. 
And, by permiffion of the Dean, they kept 
up a regular correſpondence, until preſſed 
to return an anſwer on the favourite 
point. This had been delayed to the 
laſt moment. Mr. Walton had once 
ventured to ſpeak on the ſubject to his 
father, Who cut him ſhort by ſaying, 
by No! more of this, Alfred—let me hear 
<«''no more of it. It is not in the power 
&* of man to change my principles, much 
ono a flly girl.” This he wrote to 
the wrerched Sarah, in a letter replete 
with genuine tenderneſs and ſorrow : 
proing her to uſe her intereſt with the 
, Dean, 
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Dean, to beg him to forget ambition and 
to let filial tenderneſs hold the place 
where politics had ſuch poſſeſſion. The 
Dean infiſted on ſeeing this letter. And 


now aſhamed that his daughter ſhould 
ſee that he preferred his own intereſt to 


her happineſs, he caught hold of the 


Elder Walton's expreffion, faying * much 
<« leſs a filly girl,” —and faid, no man 
«© who thought ſo contemptibly of the 
© ſenſe of his daughter, ſhould be 
© allied to her.” And then Young 
Walton's deſiring to beg him to forget 
ambition, and let filial tenderneſs holds 
its place, was a crime never to be for- 
given. A boy,” he ſaid, © attempt 
«to teach him his duty was in ſufferable 
* arrogance.” Sarah was commanded 


never, on pain of eternal diſpleaſure, to 


anſwer that impertinent letter“ Nay,- 
© never to think of Walton more.” This 
laſt interdiction was impoſſible, He was 


the huſband of her heart, and had been 


ſanc- 
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ſanctioned as ſuch by her parent. She knew 
not of any bargain to be ratified. Mr. 
Walton had looked upon the propoſal 
as coming from a Divine, in ſuch a point 
of view,that he wiſhed to avoid degrading 
the Dean in the opinion of his daughter, 
until he was obliged to make the con- 
ditions. known, in order that her influ- 
ence might be uſed to obviate the 
objection. In ſhort, both fathers re- 
mained inexorable. The lovers, by 
means of a faithful ſervant, continued to 
correſpond, _ until Alfred could no 
longer write. A rapid conſumption 
brought him.to the brink of the grave. 
His father, who tenderly loved this his 
only fon, and with grief watched the 
progreſs of this equally deceitful and 
deſtructive diſorder, had hoped that 
time, youth, and the efforts of the beſt 
- phyficians, would reſtore his ſon. But 
now, being convinced that the wound 
was beyond the reach of any of theſe 
. reme- 
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remedies, - lie turned his thoughts on 
what was beſt to be done : and at length 
determined on a viſit to this country, in 
order to ſee if it was poſſible to bring 
over the Dean to conſent to an union, 
leaving all politics at a diſtance. Through 
the interference of a mutual friend and 
the tears and entreaties of Sarah, the 
Dean conſented to the union. Mr. 
Walton and the Dean, with the happy 
Sarah, ſet out for Caſtle Hilton, without 
apprizing Alfred. On their arrival, 
they found him fo much worſe, that it 
was feared the fight of his lovely miſtreſs 
would affect him too much if it was not 
managed with great delicacy. This was 
accordingly down. He heard of their 
arrival with much tranſport, and directed 
that he might be got up and drefled, in 
order to receive them : he was ſo, The 
Dean was firſt introduced, who was much 
ſhocked to ſee the ravages this diſorder 
had made on the perſon and countenance 


of 
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of ſo fine àa young man. Sarah fainted 
in the arms oſ her father at the firſt 


fight of him. Alfred's agitation at ſeeing 


this, affected him ſo much that he was 


carried to bed. Sarah, as ſoon as reco- 
vered, begged that ſhe might be per- 


mitted again to ſee him. This ſhe was 


allowed; and, about, eight o'clock the 


ſame evening, he expired in her arms. 
The conflict had been too ſevere— Think, 
my dear Lady Suſan, the ſituation of my 


| friend. She was carried inſenſible to 
another apartment; where ſhe lay for 
two months nearly in a ſtate of inſenſi- 


bility, The Dean and Mr. Walton 
were almoſt diſtracted; mourning the 
fatal inflexibility of the one, and the 
folly of ambition in the other. As ſoon 
as Sarah could with ſafety be removed, 
the Dean brought her home, the ſkele- 
ton of her former ſelf. A ſettled melan- 
choly has taken poſſeſſion of her, and by 
flow and certain degrees 1s TY ker 


to 
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to that grave in which ſhe hopes again 
to be united to her Alfred, I ſpend 
ſome hours every day at the Deanery, 
in fruitleſs endeavours to amuſe my 
friend. She is now confined to her bed, 
and quite happy, ſhe ſays, as ſhe ſees 
the period of her ſufferings. Now Miſs 
Miller is here, I ſhall not be able to de- 
vote quite ſo much of my time to Sarah: 
but ſhe has many friends equally anxious 
with myſelf. Her father breaks faſt; 
and will not ſurvive her loſs. Ambi- 
tion ! what ſacrifices have.been made at 

thy altar! may this be the . * ] 


'Your afteRionate 


A 
| FRANCES FITZARRAN, 
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14 


Ja0ayLINE, St PRIEUx 
ro 


ST ADELA DE MONTFORT. 


\ INDEED, 9 8 1 . you bad 
dee me, and that our friendſhip 
had cloſed with the gates of the convent, 
Maſt truly I am happy in finding my 
notion groundleſs, and that Adela ſtill 

continues to look on me as her ſiſter and 
her friend. Do you remember the day 
previous to our parting? the many pro- 
jects we then formed while walking in 
the grove of palm- trees oppoſite to the 
window of Madame Adelaide? We 
. | there vowed to participate in the joys 
and ſorrows that might attend us in that 
world to which we were both equally 
ſtrangers. Our vows were made at the 
foot of the grave of our departed friend, 
St, Clair, And we then invoked her, as 
an 
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an angel, to regiſter them in Heaven. 

Let us believe this done, and our vows 

ſacred, Your proſpects, my Adela, 

were once bright. Returning reaſon in 

the breaſts of our miſguided countrymen 

may yet clear the proſpect. In the 

mean time I am moſt happy to find you 
are under the protection of the good 

Ducheſs de B. *. Tou afk me if I 
remember the Duke in his viſn to you? 
Certainly I do. Never having beheld a 
more animating or a more interefting 
fotm, except that of your brother, whom 
he accompanied. A more perfect form 
than Robert de Montfort I have never 
ſeen. The ſincere affection which beamed 
in his fine eyes, for his lovely ſiſter, ren- 
dered him particularly intereſting. I 
then ſighed to think that I had no bro- 
ther: no Robert de Montfort to be the 
friend and director of my inexperience. 
That this amiable young man is gone to 
England I am very ſorry to hear. I 
ſhoutd 
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ſhould not wiſh him to marry an Engliſh- 
woman (not but I greatly admire their 
general character). They, as well as we, 
are formed by education: which being 
totally different; their diſpoſitions might 
not ſo eaſily accord, as thoſe brought 
up in the ſame habits and manners. 1 
would have the brother of my Adela 
happy —he is the only natural friend ſhe 
has, though many will diſpute that 
name with him; amongſt which number 
I ſhall always be foremoſt. You will 
ſay T continue as uſual more buſied in 
the affairs of others than my ow]n. I 
ſhall endeavour to give you a little 
ſketch of my hiſtory ſince we parted. If 
I cannot finiſh it in this letter, I will 
give you another by the next poſt. 


Lou will remember that my mother's 
woman came to fetch me from the con- 
vent, and that ſne told me I was to be 
married within a ſhort time. This we 

| both 
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both heard with ſurpriſe. As ſoon as 1 was 
ſeated in the carriage I enquired to 


whom my father had deſtined me as a 
partner for life. She ſaid this was a 


ſecret as yet; but that it would be diſ- 


cloſed on my arrival at home, ſhe had 
not the leaſt doubt. Thus in uncer- 
tainty, and forming a thouſand'conjec- 
tures; I paſſed on until I reached the 
Caſtle of Salens. There I met a nume- 
rous aſſemblage of relatives, who had 
been ſummoned to paſs judgment on 
your-poor Jacquiline. I knew not that 
there were any company, and eagerly 
flew to the drawing-room, where I un- 
derſtood my father then was. He met 
me with a ſmile, and preſented me to 
the company, as a young novice juſt 
eſcaped from my convent. My lady 
mother - in- law welcomed me to Salens 


with much politeneſs, but I did not 
obſerve any affection. A tall lean figure 


of a man about forty was now preſented 


= to 


F 
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to me. He viewed me through a glaſs, 
that was ſuſpended. round his neck with 
a black ribband—Afrter attentively ſur- 
veying my perſon from head to foot, he 
ſaid to my father, Indeed, Sir, your 
te daughter is a moſt charming girl, and 
© the matter is concluded” making me 
a a moſt; profound bow, he retired to the 
other end of the rocm, where ſat my 
mother. I then went through a general 
introduction and compliments of the 
reſt of my relations; and was permitted 
to retire: in order to change: my drels. 
I intended to make the buſineſs of the 
toilette very ſhort. -But my mother's 
woman came and told me that I muſt 
allow her to dreſs me, that a moſt 
faſhionable dreſs had been procured from 
Paris by my mother, and that Iwas to put 
it on that evening. This was brought to 
me, and indeed it was quite ſuperb. I ſat 
down well pleaſed to be thus adorned, 


and I * heartily to think how you 
would 
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would have been ſurprized to meet her, 1 
whom you had parted with but a few hours 1 
before, dreſſed in a plain gown and round i 
cap, accoutred like one of your Pariſian 7 
opera dancers; and L aſſure you a little 9 
rouge was not omitted to make the 1 
campariſon more juſt. Vanity ſtepped Fi 
in, and I was pleaſed with myſelf.— 1 
e Now, Miſs,” ſaid La Maire, as ſhe 1 
drew on my gloves, “ now you look 1 
ce like Madame la Compteſſe indeed. ji 
« What Madame la Compteſle do you 1 
«© mean? ſaid JI. Why,” ſaid ſhe, | 
« I mean the Counteſs de Montmorin.” [; 
« And why like her?” replied I, © 1 þ 
&« never-ſaw her in my life.” * Well | 
* then (ſaid La Maire) I will lay a good 9 
« wager I ſhew her to you within this 9 
* month, though I do not at preſent 1 
© know any ſuch lady.” I was ſummon- i 
ed down ſtairs, but could make nothing a 
of my laſt converſation with La Maire. 3 
I again entered the drawing-room—but it 
I not 3h 


— —— — DO - 
+ 
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not in filence as before; for every voice, 
as if by one conſent, pronounced me 
charming, lovely, &c. and in ſhort our 
language hardly furniſhed them words 
wherewith to celebrate my praiſes. . 


- My father approached me, and, taking 


my hand, whiſpered me, “ Jacquiline 
tc J congratulate you on having gained 


te the heart of Monſieur le Count 


« de Montmorin, one of the richeſt 


« and moſt accompliſhed noblemen | in 
& France.“ ” 


In a moment, what I had heard in my 
dreſſing- room, was explained to me.— 
«© Me,” ſaid I to myſelf, © Madame la 
« Counteſs de Montmorin ! Surely my 
40 father can never intend that old fright 
&« for his daughter!” I looked at him 
and he became a thouſand times more 
diſagreeable at every glance. He joined 
the party in which I then was, and began 


to ** himſelf to me, talked of our 


4 convent 


W 
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convent, ptaiſed the goodneſs of Ma- 
dame Adeliade, to whom he had been 


known previouſly to her embracing 4 
monaſtic life. 


* 
4 


I began to think that he was not 
quite ſo diſagreeable whilſt ſpeaking in 


the praiſe. of our good Superior: but, 


when he. paſſed from her eulogium to 
that of my own, I found him again 
relapſe, into uglineſs. On the reſt of 


the company's taking leave, I found he 


was a viſitor at the caſtle. When they 
prepared to go down to ſupper, [ beg- 
ged permiſſion to retire, and was allow- 
ed to leave them. 1 hurried to my 
mother's apartment, .and enquired of 


La Maire what ſhe knew as to myſelf 


and this Count, for that now her riddle 
was explained.“ N othing mor ug re- 
plied ſhe, ** but that your father, in- 
c tends you for the wife of the Count; 
* to whom, as I underſtans, he is great- 
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ee ly indebted.” —© For what good, 


La Maire? Can his debt be paid only 
de by my hand.” That ſhe knew nothing 
about, and J retired to reſt moſt me- 
lancholy, wiſhing for my Adela; and 
enjoying the calm contentment ſhe en- 
joyed in the convent of St. Clair. I 
have been thus particular in the deſcrip- 
tion of the firſt evening, after my arri- 
val. You know you ſaid you ſhould like 
to know what I did and faid during 
all that day, as your thoughts would 
follow me conſtantly ; and, I believe, 
I promiſed to write you circumſtan- 
tially every event. This I did the next 
morning, but was told that your father 
was-no more; and that ypu had been 
called to France a few days after we 
parted, I then expected a letter from 
you. I need not ſay how happy I am 
made by receiving it, though late:.— 
1 will reſume my pen in a few days; 
in the mean time, believe me, truly 
| Your's, 
JACQUILINE sr. PRIEVx. 


* 
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FROM THE SAME. 
TO 


p / 


AM I not very good to leave my 
deſtined huſband, in order to keep my 
engagement with my Adela, of finiſhing | 
10 little ſtory by the next "Op ? 


The morning after my arrival, my 
eee my dreſſing- room, and i in- 
formed me that he had ſent for me home 
in order to be married to the Count de 
Moatmorin, ſhould he be as much 
Pleaſed, with my appearance as he had 
been with my picture. I did not know 
for what chat picture was deſigned when 
J ſat for it, or I would have made my 
face as frightful as poſſible. The 
ent, my father ſaid, was in Faptures 

82 at 
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at my appearance. He hoped I would 
have no objections to becoming the 
wife of this nobleman :—It was an ho- 
nour to which the firſt families in 
France had aſpired but without ſuc- 
ceſs. This was left for his Jacquiline. 
I replied, that I thought the propoſal 
rather ſudden; that I had ſcarce ſeen 
the Count or he me; that if I had not 
been greatly miſtaken he looked to me 
ſome years older than my - father,— 
*& Talk not to me of age!“ ſaid he— 
40 Jacquiline, you have no fortune, the 
c Count wants none; think of this 
ce and act with that obedience which be- 
* comes my daughter. To- morrow 
FE morning 1 will fee you here again, 
1 and inform you of "what more it 
5 may be proper you ſhould be inform- 
« ed, "—He then left me alone, When 
1 began to revolve i in my mind what he 
had been ſay ing to me: That I had 


no fortune,“ aſtoniſned me; as | 
5 had 
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had ever been conſidered as the heireſs 
of the houſe of Salens. "How this was 
could not tell, nor durſt I enquire, 
as my father never allowed his will to 


be diſputed, and my mother kept me 


at too great. a diſtance to requeſt the 
wiſhed-for information from her. I 
confidered my father's words over and 
over again. The Count de Montmorin 
ſeemed to poſſeſs good humour, 1 


thought, which was more than my fa- 
ther did; and, if I muſt be for ever 
under authority, I thought i it- beſt to be 


ſo-with the certainty of . being, in ſome 


degree, my own miſtreſs, and not at 
the mercy of (that capticious goddeſs 
Fortune, to leave me in the lurch. Be- 


ſides, by giving my hand to the Count, 


1 ſhould again meet my Adela, the 
ſiſter of my heart. And I determined 
to ſee this Count with a favourable eye, 
and bring myſelf to receive him as a 


er with a good grace. I muſt own 


89 this 
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this reſolution coſt mic ſome little ftrug- 
gle—That being over, I determined 
not to give myſelf time to think for 
a moment but to ſubmit to my fa- 
'ther's will. I ſpent the next day with 
my family and the Count: we had no 
other company; he endeavoured to ren- 
der himſelf pleaſing, and ſucceeded ſo 
well that I retired to reſt ſatisfied 
with my determination. The next 
; morning my father was faithful to his 
promiſe, and was' in my drefling-room 
by nine o'clock. He aſſured me, that my 
behaviour the preceding night bad been 
ſuch as greatly pleaſed him, and the 
Count requeſted me to name an early 
day for the completion of his happi- 
neſs. I then told him that it was in 
obedience to his commands I had de- 
termined to ſubmit to the marriage 
propoſed ; but that 1 muſt ſay, it would 
have rendered me truly grateful had 1 
been permitted to refuſe the honour 
intended 
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intended me. As the caſe was, 1 left 
it entirely to him, only praying him 
not to haſten my union with the Count, 
as we knew very little of each other 
yet, and perhaps hereafter, when 1rremi- 
diable, we might both have cauſe to 
regret our haſte. He left me ſeem- 
ingly pleaſed with this anſwer. In 
about an hour I received a meſſage 
from the Count, defiring permiffion to 
ſee me in my father's library. This re- 
queſt I immediately complied with 
my father took my hand on my enter- 
ing, 2nd led me to the Count, ſaying, my 
Lord, my daughter muſt thank you, in 
my name, for your goodneſs—I have 
ſome little buſineſs with my ſteward 
and will wait on you again preſently. 
We were left alone: the Count began 
the converſation by ſaying, that he 

conſidered himſelf fingularly happy in 
gaining the hand of ſo charming a 
woman; that it ſhould be his future 
2 G4 ſtudy 
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ſtudy to deſerve a heart ſo e 
as mine, that my father had named that 
day fortnight for our union; and if I 
made no objection he propoſed carry- 
ing me to the chateau of Montmorin 
on the next day after; and that my 
father and mother would accompany 
us. I replied, that it ſhould be as my 
father pleaſed. He then gave me a 
deſcription of his houſes both at Mont- 

- morin and Paris; and painted, in 
glowing colours, the pleaſures that. 
would! await me at each of theſe places. 
Since my lot was enevitable I endea- 
voured to reconcile myſelf to it, and de- 
| termined: as I was to be the wife of the 
Count, not to let him ſee that it was 
done with reluctance.  - My mother is 
continually filling my ears with the 
grandeur of the connection, the riches 
| of the Count, and the ſplendid ſcene 
non which 1 am going to enter. A 
week had paſſed, when a courier came 
in 
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in haſte to inform the Count that his 
brother lay at the point of death. This 
he heard with extreme ſorrow, pro- 
miſed to return as ſoon as poſſible, and 
left us. I muſt ſay, my Adela, that 
the firſt pleaſing emotion he had inſpir- 
ed me with, was that of ſeeing his 
carriage drive down the avenue that 


ted from the caſtle to the road. I felt 
as if an inconceivable load was remove. 


ed from my ſpirits. This I believe my 
father perceived ; but he did not ſeem 
to notice it. However, the next day 
brought a letter to my father, and an- 
other to myſelf, ſay ing, that the Count 
had found his brother better, the diſ- 
order having taken a favourable turn, 
and that he hoped to return in a week 
or lefs to his adorable bride. He was 
detained a fortnight, but yeſterday he 
returned. — And on Wedneſday next 
. your Jacquiline reſigns her liberty. The 
nearer this dreaded day approaches the 
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more ge am 1: It cannot be a- 
voided, I am not poſſeſſed with a ſpirit 
to contend. My father is in great ſpirits, 
my mother has given up a a little of 
her natural hauteur, and they are all 
anxious to make me happy. / The 
Count has brought me a profufion of 
= Jewels, J have alſo thoſe which belong- 
ed to my mother. Cannot you leave 
the Ducheſs de B***® for a few days? 
I mentioned you to the Count, who was 
delighted to find that you was my 
friend—Your father and himfelf were in 
the ſtricteſt habits of intimacy. The 
reaſon why he never ſaw you was, that 

| he was abroad on an embaſſy when 
you were young, and did not return 
until you had left home for the con- 
vent of St. Clair. I ſhall expect to 


mare your ſociety with the Ducheſs de 
B. The thought of this almoſt” re- 


conciles me to giving my band, where 
my heart is not yet intereſted; do not 
8 let 
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jet me meet a diſappointment. The 

Count's carriage will attend you on Mon- 
day morning. Tell the Pucheſs not to 
refuſe me your company. It ſhall be | 

for as long or as ſhort time as ſhe pleaſes. 


Your's, for the laſt time, 


JACQUILINE sr. PRIEUX. 


: 
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DUKE vs B 
| | Bath. 
IAM Gill here looking after amuſe- 
ment, and indeed one need not be very 
induſtrious in the ſearch in this city 


of gaiety and diſſi pation. But it is not 
G6: pleaſure 


# 


EE 7 Pa ri - 11 | A 
-& ts 


132 ROBERT axp ADELA. 


4 attire of this kind that Tam in beet 

Ty 5 Ir is the hiſtory civil and natural of the 

country and its antiquities of which I am 

Anxious to acquire a juſt idea, but par- 

7 ticularly the manners of the people. In 

my laſt I gave you an account of my 

-firſt ramble; I don't know whether you 

was ever in this part of England; 1 

don't remember hearing you ſpeak of 

Bath, and you muſt bave done fo had 
you ſeen it. 


I perceive you are angry with me in 
your laſt letter. I have no doubt of 
my friend's honor, and you yourſelf 
allow that I may be allowed to have 

ſome anxiety when the happineſs of a 
beloved ſiſter is at ſtake. My inter- 
ference is in vain, you love ber De 
BA I fee you do; I am become 
very quick ſighted, fince I am become 

I lover myſelf, To ſee Lady. Suſan 
Spencer and not love her were to be an 
inſen · 


* > K 
8 
7 4 
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infantile” Do not think me a vain 1 
coxcomb; but her attentions make me 11 
proud, and to you I may whiſper, that 7 
J am not indifferent to her. Landsford Wo 
has congratulated me upon having made "0 
an impreſſion on her heart: a heart that 1 [ 
has been ſo guarded againſt our ſex, ſhe 43 
ſays, that I am the firſt Frenchman ſhe 17 
1 ever thought agreeable. I am envied FR | 
by all the men in Bath, as I am always 75 
honored with her hand at the rooms. : q 
Landsford bids me be cautious, becauſe * 
ſhe is ſo capricious that ſhe would ſtart FY 
at the idea of being betrayed into love. | {4 
I; think that they have miſtaken her i 
character : ſhe appears to be one of the li 
beſt informed and moſt accompliſhed ihe 
women I have ever ſeen, She has a 4 
natural pride in her carriage that I think i 
| not unbecoming in a woman. Her 1 
5 manners are the moſt enchanting ! ever 1 
] beheld; and ſhe leaves all her ſex far wy. 
\ behind as to beauty. This you will — 
. | confider | 


- 
ps : 
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conſider as exaggerated praiſe : it is not 

fo. I ſometimes wonder and queſtion 
myſelf, if it be poſſible that I can be fo 
; happy. The only uneaſy ſenfation I 
experience at preſent 1 is on your account, 
my friend. | 


I know how much the happineſs of 
your revered mother depends on an 
union with Lady Thereſa, your couſin. 
Hou is it poſſible to break off the match, 
without offending all your relations? 
Conſider, de B****, your fortune de- 
pends, at preſent, on a thread; and that 
is about to be cut aſunder by thoſe plun- 
derers of our wretched country. They 
are about to confiſcate the property of 


IH thoſe who have fled from their mercileſs 


| decrees. This they will do—they will 
add rapine to murder until the meaſure 
= of their crimes draw down the vengeance 
of offended Heaven, which will in due 
time [weep them from the earth. The 
| | time 


„ 
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time may come when the lilies of 
ſhall wave their heads in triumph over 
the tombs of its tyrants. Long may the 
conteſt laſt ere Fate decides the victory 
to Juſtice. Then do not throw away 
that fortune which awaits you. My 
Adela is rich in nothing but virtues 
would ſhe had a mine for her dower, 
then ſhould ſhe own herſelf repaid by 
your heart for the exchange. I wiſh, 
as it is, that ſhe were removed from 
your ſight. I have often thought of 
ſoliciting the protection of the Counteſs 
of Aldborough for her. Write, and tell 
me you have decided as prudence directs, 
and that you will eſpouſe the Spaniard. 
I will then remove my fiſter to England. 
Her heart is ſuſceptible, and I doubt 
not, has received an impreſſion in your 


favor. I would not have her be the 


painful witneſs of your. giving your 
hand to your couſin. She ſhall not be 
made acquainted why 1 wiſh for her in 
England. 
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England. 1can frame many reaſons for 
quitting France. However, your anſwer 
ſhall determine me: as believe me, when 


bet ſay, that the happineſs of you both is 
equally dear to me with my own. 


\ 
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| ' THAVE directed my ſecond ramble in 
; F this very fingular country, where a very 
changeable climate, freedom of govern- 


; ment, and a more equal diſtribution of 
P wealth 
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wealth than is known in France, or any 
country under unlimited monarchy, con- 


ſpire to produce a great number of Hu- 


moriſts. This is a term to which there 
is nothing perfectly ſynominous in the 
French language it means a perſon who 


is very little, if at all, influenced by 


faſhion in dreſs, opinions, or manner of 
of life: who thinks for himſelf, and in 
every thing takes his own way. A hu- 
moriſt is, in general, a man or woman 
who poſſeſſes originality of genius, and at 
bottom a great fund of benevolence and 


philanthropy, under the garb of a con- 


tempt and averſion to the greater part of 
mankind, and; the common ways of the 


world. For, however paradoxical it 


may. appear, the miſanthrope is com- 
monly in reality, and certainly was, in 
all caſes, originally a perſon of a ſocial, 
ſympathetic, and generous diſ poſition. An 
exceſs of ſenfibility, arifing from a geryous 
delicacy 


* 
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delicacy of conflitution, renders the mi- 

ſanthorpe feelingly, and almoſt tremu- 
© louſly, alive to human perfections and 
imperfections, virtues and vices. But 
ſuch is the ſelfiſhneſs and conſequent in- 
- juſtice and ingratitude of the generality 
of mankind, that the indignation of the 
man of feeling is oftener provoked by 


- unworthy and baſe, than his compla- 


cency called forth by good and great 
actions. Hence the tone of his mind, 
from an habitual exerciſe of diſapproba- 
tion and contempt, aſſumes an air of 


1 miſanthropy: : while the latent ſpark of 
_ © ſocial ſympathy and ' ſenſibility, that 


rendered him ſo vulnerable by the ini- 
quities of his fellow men is ready to 
break forth in a bright flame, whenever 
triumphant injuſtice provokes his indig- 
nation, or the picture of human diſtreſs 
caſts a veil for a time over his recollec- 
tion of the great depravity of human 
| nature. 


„Tou 
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Tou ſee, my. friend, that I am in a 


philoſophiſing ſtrain : but, remember 


that Jam in a country of philoſophers ; 
the country in which our Mon TESQUIEU 
ſaid, a traveller might learn to think.“ 
1 will now relieve you from this grave 
meditation, by a 1 of the cha- 
racter that gave it birth. 


” 


46 in my firſt ada Itook a bouth 


and eaſterly, { 3 in my laſt I purſued | a | 


ſouth and weſterly courſe. Having 
paſſed lame, days at the Hot-Wells. of 
Briſfol, 1 trayelled, by flow and eaſy 
journies, into Devonſhire ; which, for 
mildnefs. and ſalubrity of climate (being 
well advanced in the Engliſh channel, 
and open to the genial influence of 
ſouthern and weſterly winds) as well as 
for a beautiful intermixture of verdant 
hills and fertile _ plains, and abundance 


in'all the! neceflarics and comforts of 


life, 
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life «„ is accounted the fineſt province in 
England. Here I might attempt to com- 
mupicate to your mind thoſe delightful 
emotions that were produced in my 
mind by the natural ſcenery of this 
5 charming country, cloathed all the year 


* 


round with never. fading verdure. But 
it is impoſſible to convey, by mere 
: deſcription, ideas in any degree equal to 
the impreſſions made on the mind by 
external objects. If they are general, 
the ideas they convey are very imperfect 
pictures, and want the diſcriminating 
; aj characteriſtie features of the origi⸗ 
If they are minute and accurate, 
, 5 loſe the united effect of a thouſand 
circumſtances, which Ou be perceived 


n 


e In conſequenoe of its maritime Gtuation be- 


tween the ; Britiſh, and St. George's Channel. This 


1935 606 00 


country has lately been deſcribed by the Rev. Mr. 
| Polwhele, with the accuracy of an antiquarian, 
rhe precifion of a philoſopher, and the ahimation 
of la poet. This gentleman has, alſo, with equal 
felicity and propriety; called in the aid of the pencil 


and graving tool. 
at 
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at once by the eye; but which are not 
to be communicated at ſecond-hand, 
otherwiſe than by detail, and that in a 
very inadequate manner. For this reaſon 
I have often wondered that ſo many 
travellers, perſons of good ſenſe, as well 
as lively genius, ſhould fatigue them- 
ſelves and the readers of their narratives 
with minute local deſcriptions, This 
may recall faint ideas of paſt impreſſions 
on their own minds, but cannot produce 
any juſt conception of thoſe impreſſions 


9 


in the minds of others. Such deſcrip- 
. tions may ſet our fancy to work, and en- 
| able us to create ſcenes for our own 
4 amuſement, which, however, can never 


be very lively : dut the reſemblance of 
. theſe, to the original, muſt always be 

5 confuſed and Ar ti 6 

in; 1 

jon | "On. the configes of ei da 

; Cornwall, having . left my ſervant 
with the horſes. at a, little hedge-row 

dg bouſe. 1 aſcended a gentle but lofty 
| 3 emi- 


142 ROBERT Ax ADELA. 

eminence ; verdant to the very ſummit, 
and Nudtzeu, ab it were with ſheep and 
bleating lambs. Among other objects 
1 was ſtruck with the appearance of a 
noble manſion inſulated from all ham- 
lets, villages and towns by an immenſe 
wilderneſs of waſte. There was not a 
Houſe or cottage, in any direction, be- 
yond the precincts of the park, in 
which it fiood, within leſs than the ſpace 
-of five miles. T his deſert was a dry- 
heath, ſtriped here ind there with ſmall 
moraſſes, and interſperſed with trees. 
Tue farmers on the 'out-ſkirts of this 
vaſt common had a right of turning 
out cattle to graze on it: but it was 
of ſuch extent that the thicep and cat- 


tle confined their walks within the 


tracts neareſt to their penis and ſtalls, 
their homes in the ſeverity of winter; 
0 that the central parts of this uncul- 
tivated plain, for ſome ' miſes around 
the park, were the habitations of hares, 
"rabbits, and various kinds of wild- fowl. 


I de- 
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I determined to penetrate to the ro- 
mantic manſion that ſo powerfully ſo- 
licited my attention, by the ſtriking 
contraſt exhibited in its ſituation.—1I 


returned to the hedge· row alehouſe. 


It was by this time about twelve o'clock ; 
I and my ſervant had ſome eggs and 
bacon for a refreſhment; and we gave 


our horſes bread and beer, after they 


had been fed for ſome, hours with 
green clover. As I fat regaling my- 
ſelf, for I was well appetized, with 
this homely fare, I enquired of my 
landlord, who, at the ſame time that 
he kept this little inn, purſued the oc- 
cupation of a ſhoe- maker, concerning 
the hiſtory of the park, and of its 
owner. He ſaid that he did not know 


if the park had any Chriſlian name; | 


that i it was called by the country people 
ARABIA; and that both houſe and 
park, with the lofty tower that ſtood 
on a height in the middle, was the 
work of its preſent proprietor, Lord 

Mount- 
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Mount: Garth : who, though he inherit- 
ed eltates in Hampſhire, Suſſex, and 
Norfolk, countries highly cultivated 
and enlivened by the reſidence of 
very gentle and noble families, to the 
amount of twenty thouſand a year, 
had choſen to live in that deſert place 
in order to avoid company, to which 
(though he had heard, that he was a 
good kind of man, at bottom, and 
never racked his rents or ſqueezed his 
tenants) he had conceived an © inſur- 
mountable averſion, —He could tell me 
no farther particulars ; - but ſaid, that 1 
might be informed of every thing, if 
any curiofity ſhould lead me to Arabia, 
at a ſmall i inn on the road, that led to 
that place, and which was the only 
"houſe within many miles around.—l 
cannot continue this letter longer at 
this time with convenience to myſelf, 
nor, I fear with any entertainment or 
f * to you: beſides, the poſt is 
juſt 
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juſt ſetting out, and I am unwilling to 
let more time elapſe wand "RAW 
you heat man | 
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—1 man, who ſuppoſed,“ ſhe ſaid, that we 


« why not my good woman, the owner of 


l che place; Lord Mount-Garth”—<«Sir,” 


faid the, you muſt be a great ſtranger 


juſt | Vor. I. | H 1 46 in | 


HAVING Wed at the ſmall inn 


above mentioned, we were welcomed by 
the landlady, a very cheerful old wo- 


| - © bad" come to ſee the place.”— « And 
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e in this country 0 I replied, with- 


out heſitation, c that I was, and that [ 
©. jmagined ſhe had diſcovered this cir- 
ce cumſtance from my foreign accent and 
© manner of ſpeaking. “ No!“ ſaid 
ſhe, not on that account: for I have 
„ heard as ſtrange lingos among our 
e near neighbours the Corniſh, the 
«© Welſh, and Glouceſterſhire men; 
“ but becauſe you talk of your having 
* come, may-hap, to ſee Lord Mount- 


„ Garth, who, as is very well known 


© to all Devonſhire—Aye, and all the 
5. countries round about has not ſeen a 
6e ſtranger theſe twenty years.”—1I con- 
feſſed that it was merely to fee the place 
that I had come; and that I ſhould 
be glad if I could get ſome perſon to 


ſhew me both the houſe and the gar- 
den. This ſhe informed me would 


be eaſily obtained; but before any body 


fnould be admitted within the gates, an 


hour's warning was required by his 
Lordſhip, 
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Lordſhip, that he might have time to 
hide himſelf, —To hide himſelf! I ex- 
claimed: and proteſted that I did not 
with to gratify my curiofity at the ex- 
| pence of any degree of uneaſineſs or 
inconvenience ta that nobleman. _—— 
« Sir,” ſaid ſhe, “ your viewing the 
« houſe and'park will give his. Lord- 
« ſhip no ſort of uneafineſs: on the 
© contrary, it would give him much 
« chagrin, if he ſhould be informed 
that any gentleman ſhould have taken 
a journey to ſee the caſtle, and re- 
e turned, as the ſaying is, without his 

« errand. But, as it may happen, that 
© he may have ſtrolled without the walls 
« of the garden, though there is no 
e great chance of that neither; it is 
“ neceſſary n he have time to make 
© his retreat.” I had not remained an 
hour in various chit-chat with my hoſ- 
an BW tefs, and her domeſtics (who, were all 
| of mea her grand-children) when the 
H 2 youngeſt 
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youngeſt of them, a fine young Jad of 
about thirteen years old, returned from 
the caſtle accompanied by the old-game- 

keeper, who ſhewed me all the place: 
in which there was little very remarka- 

ble, beſides the immenſe extent of the 
park; the vaſt deſert that ſurrounded 
ts and the height of the tower, which 
commanded a vaſt extenſive proſpect of 
diſtant parts, and beautiful home-view 
of wood and water, and variegated 
fields, producing crops of grain and 
various kinds of horſes, cattle and ſheep. 
My Cicerone was a hale old man, as 
he told me, about eighty. years of age, 
with an activity, and a cheerfulneſs of 
aſpect that would not have diſgraced 
the inhabitants of a great city at the 
age of forty: ; ſuch are the bleſſed ef- 
fects of innocence and regularity of 
life, free air and manly exerciſe !—After 
wandering and loitering about this ARa- 
BIA Felix, this parad, ſe, for ſeveral 
Sh hours, 


% 4 
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hours, I made an offer to my good 


old conductor of a: ſmall pecuniary 


compenſation for the great good hu- 


mour with which he had undergone a 


great deal of trouble in order to oblige 
me. This he poſitively declined to ac- 
cept. Lord Mount-Garth, he ſaid, who 
paid all his ſervants with great libera- 


lity, and never turned them out of his 


houſe, either in ſickneſs or old age, 


extorted from them a promiſe, even 


with the ſolemnity of an oath, that they 


- would not accept from ſtrangers the 


ſmalleſt ſum of money I then invited 
him to partake with me of ſuch a 


'repaſt, at the inn or alehouſe, as it 
could afford; adding that this I feared 
would be rather indifferent. He accept- 
ed my invitation with equal modeſty 
and good manners—And, to my great 
ſurprize, we fat down all three; as, in 
travelling, I always find a diſpoſition 
to wave the prerogatives of a maſter, 


43 to 
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to a dinner or ſupper, or whatever it 
might be called, for it was now be- 
| tween ſeven and eight o'clock in the 
evening, not only far ſuperior to what 
was to be expected at a country ham- 
let, but better than what is to be had 
for love or money at many great inns. 


As I fat in eaſe and conviviality with 
the game keeper, I learned from him 
the following particulars-concerning his 
maſter, which I ſhall give you in no 
other order than that in which they oc- 
curred in the courſe of converſation. 


Lord Mount-Garth had retired from 
the world twenty years ago, not only 
within his own park, but except on very 
rare occaſions, within his own palace 
and garden; which, together, occupied a 
' ſpace of nearly a ſquare mile, and were 
ſurrounded by a wall fifteen feet high: 
againſt which he would amuſe himſelf 
X | | for 
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for hours in playing at hand-ball ; ſome- 
times alone, and at others accompanied 
by a female favourite, the only perſon 
he would ſuffer to come near him, or 
could ever beat to ſee, though at a 
diſtance, except one man, the ſon of his 
father's gardiner, who had been brought 
up with him at home from his infancy, 
and was exactly of the ſame age, being 
born in the ſame night and hour. This 
man had not, any more than his Lord- 
ſhip, been without the precincts of the 
park, and very ſeldom beyond thoſe of 
the garden, for the ſpace af thirty years. 
As they went into this ſtate of voluntary 
confinement,” which is a kind of iaternal 
exile at the age of twenty, they are now, 
of courſe, in the fiftieth year of their 
age. John, for that was the' name of 
the man, had been educated along with 
his Lordſhip in his father's family, by a 

private tutor, and had acquired a com- 
petent knowledge, not only of antient 
| | H 4 = and 
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and modern languages, hiſtory, and belles 
lettres, but a general idea of the princi- 
ples and ptogreſſive improvement in the 
arts and ſciences. John acted in the 
capacity of valet de chambre, confidant, 
and companion; dined at the ſame table 
with his Lordſhip, went to bed at the 
ſame hour, and ſlept to the ſame hour 
preciſely, and almoſt the fame minute, 
roſe in the morning. He was dreſſed 
preciſely in the ſame kind of cloaths, 
even to the ſameneſs of ſhoe buckles and 
fleeve buttons. If my Lord felt himſelf 

not very well, and judged it proper to 
take any medicine, John muſt take the 
ſame medicine alſo.—“ John,” he would 
ſay, I think we ſat up rather too late 
© laſt night; I think we would not be 
„ the worſe of an emetic.“ „I think 
« we would be much the, better of it, 
„ my Lord.” —““ John;T am afraid we 
© have rather exccedad-i in our refreſh- 
ments for ſome Gays paſt, I think we 
8 3 a e would 


* 


"ROBERT ax» ADELA. 253 


4 would be none the worſe of ſome ca- 


466 
46 
60 


(„ 


cc 
cc 


cc 


thartics.” I think we would be 
much the better of them, my Lord.” 
John, I think we feel ſome what of a 


vertigo this morning—LI think we 


would be not the worſe of a little ſal 
volatile.” I think we would be much 
the better of it, my Lord.“ Have 
we not felt a ſomewhat of relaxation 
of nerves for ſome days, John ?”— 


J proteſi, my Lord, on recollection, 


EF think we have.“ “ What would 


you think of a dip in the cold bath?” 


I think, my Lord, it would do us 
both a great deal of good.” 


= 


This fingular character, funk in indo- 


' tence and ſenſuality, of all things dread- 
ed cold: but as for ſnow he could not 
endure the fight of it. In winter he 
generally lay in bed till ten or eleven 
o'clock—about that time he would pull 
his bell—call for Jobn—and aſk him 
what kind of a day it was? It is 


— 
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« very fine day, my Lord; the ſun 
&« ſhines out - brightly, and the atmo- 
e ſphere is unſullied by a cloud.” — 
« Why then, John, I think we would 
be the better of a race in the garden :” 
for it was their cuſtom to have frequent 
races, at the end of which both parties 
were within a few feet of each other. 
% John, —how looks the weather this 
* morning?“ Moſt hideoufly, my 
«© Lord. The ſky lowers ; the feathered 
creation retreat to their rooſts—the 
© cats inceſſantly curry their hides, and 
« flakes of ſnow. driving before the 
% wind, announce the coming ſtorm.” 
* John ; ſhut the doors and windows— 
light vp a roufing fire—let candles be 
ee brought let the paſty and cold tongues 
ec be laid on the table: and ſince it is a 
* bad day, let us make good night.” 


/ Many efforts were made by the col- 
lege acquaintance of his Lordſhip to ſec 
him; for with all his ſingularities he was 

an 


„ 
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an amiable and benevolent man, as well 


as an excellent ſcholar—and attached, 


as by a fingular charm, all his acquaint- 
ance to his perſon. - They would put up 
their horſes at an adjoining village, and 
fend letters to his Lordſhip fraught with 
recollections of former intimacy. His 
. Lordſhip never failed to return anſwers 
_ replete wich equal kindneſs, recollecting 
former ſcenes and circumſtances, with 
-expreſſions of the moſt pleaſing emotions, 
but ewe) pies" eng wy perſonal 1 inter- 

Weer. 02 nel 

| 17... 2003.73 

As the inn neareſt his Lordſhip's park 
was but a very wretched one (for in this 
ſequeſtered ſpot there was no encourage- 
ment for a good one) he took care always 
to ſend; on the arrival of ſtrangers, the beſt 
proviſions of all kinds, unknown to his 
friends, with orders to the landlord to 
make ſome triſling charge, leſt he ſhould 
offend their delicacy, by affording them 
H6 enter- 
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entertainment, when he refuſed them 
his company. His Lordſhip's friend was 
a good ſort of woman: ſhe amuſed her- 
ſelf now and then by giving ſuppers to 
the ſervants and the farmers' daughters 
in the neighbourhood, the neareſt houſe 
being five miles from the Caſtle. He 
bad land ſtewards on his different eſtates, 
all buſineſs with whom, as with every 
other mortal, was tranſacted through the 
medium of John, or the houſe-keeper,— 
If he had occaſion to go from one quar- 
- ter of the Caſtle or garden to another, 
orders were previouſly ſent to all the 
ſervants to keep out of the way: for if 
he had catched any of them looking at 
him, he would have immediately diſ- 
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an excellent library, in which he paſſed 
a great part of his time, but into which 
no publication of any kind had been 

admitted ſince the year of his retirement, 


or ſequeſtration from the worid — being | 


that 


miſſed them from his ſervice. He had 
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that, as already mentioned, on which he 
left the Univerſity, having then ſuc- 
ceeded to the eſtate by the death of his 
father. No newſpapers! no magazines 
no reviews! no political pamphlets ! no 
-annual regiſters ! No, nor any converſa- 
tion concerning any political or -other 
'eveht that Kad happened in Britain, or 
any other part of the world from the hour 
of his ſecluſon. He turned himſelf 
about and caſt his eyes backward, and 
fixed them wholly on former times. 
Although, he confeſſed, that he had 
often been tempted to enquire what 
could be the cauſe, or cauſes of the 
— _ enormous accumulation of 

taxes. | 
He was of a very gentle and peaceable 
diſpoſition, and from his earlieſt years 
had a mortal averfion to every thing that 
wore the appearance of buſtle and con- 
tention., Agreeably to his temperament, 
| which 
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which formed ſo great a part of his 
conſtitution and character, he had form- 
ed an early opinion, chiefly from what 
he ſaw among the neighbouring gentle- 
men, who lived in a ſtate of war, with 
one another from their political animo- 
fities, and had thence impaired, and, in 
ſome: inſtances, wholly ruined - their 
eſtates, that where there was no defici- 
ency of fortune, the grand ſource of 
human miſery was ambition. This it 
was his object to cut up by the roots, 
by ſending the world 10 Coventry *, and, 
*© converſing wholly with the dead.” 
Such, in ſubſtance, was the account I 
received of Lord Mount-Garth from his 
venerable old ſervant. —I was ſtruck 
moſt of all, by what he related of his 
Lord's want of curioſity.— For, doubt- 


* A cant phraſe, in England, for expreſſing an 
affected treatment of à perſon preſent, as if he 
were abſent. | | 
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leſs, it is not more in human nature to 
indulge in reſearches into the paſt, than 
to enquire about the preſent, and even 
to form various conjectures and anticipa- 
tions concerning the future, If I rightly 
underſtood ſome things that fell from my 
unlettered Cicerone, Lord Mount-Garth 
is addicted not only to the ſtudy of 
ſcriptural prophecies, but alſo of aftro- 
logy. If this be fo, his Lordſhip, whoſe 
mind 1s tranquillized by retirement and 
by ſtudy, is not unconcerned in future 
events, although it would ſeem that he 
avoids the minutiæ of detail, and wiſhes 
only to ſeize and contemplate the grand 
revolutions, principles, and tempers that 
have governed, at different periods, or 
may hereafter govern the world. 


The evening advanced, and darkneſs, 
beginning to cloſe around, reminded us 
that we were at a great diſtance from any 
village or town where we could have any 
cOm- 
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comfortable lodging for the night. — 
But my worthy conductor had not been 
inattentive to the matter. It was not 
lawful to receive any ſtrangers to ſtay all 
night, though they might take a view of 
the park, tower, &c. in the day time. 


The inn, in which we now were, was on 


fo ſmall a ſcale, and ſo well inhabited 
withal, that of the beds, ſuch as they were, 
not one was to be ſpared, The game- 
keeper, therefore, in a beautiſul field 


- adjoining to the little garden belonging 


to the inn, had erected a fpacious tent or 
marquee, which had belonged to his 
Eordſhip's maternal uncle, an officer in 
the army. In this, a comfortable bed 
was made up for me, and another for my 
ſervant, where we ſſept ſound till ſeven 
or eight o'clock next morning. On en- 
quiring at our landlady's, before our 
departure, what we had to pay? She 
named a mere trifle: from which we per- 
ceived that we too, though mere ſtran- 
* gers, 
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gers, as well as bis Lordſhip? s old friend, 
had been the objecks of an hoſpitality de- 
licate, generous, and diſintereſted. 


Your's, 


1) + .- ROBERT DE MONTFORT. 


LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 


. 5 e ö 


uss FITZARRAN. 

dot Bath. 

AND ſo you was angry wia me for 
3 at your father elect! Well; I 
am glad you are pleaſed with him. I 
ſes you have been taught the old proverb, 
that, Learning is better than houſe or 
land.“ By the bye, I hear that there 
is an epithalamium to be compoſed and 
begs given to the Students of Trinity- 
"oo" 
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College on the marriage. Remember, 
this is none of my invention: and, A 
you are diſpleaſed, I will write no more 
| on this ſubject. 


* thank you for the little ſtory you 
gave me in your laſt, It is indeed an 
affecting circumſtance... I wonder why 
people will be ſo filly as to die for love. 
Poor Sarah ! ſhe wants a little of my 
ſpirit. I wiſh J was in Ireland. I would 
endeavour to inſpire her with a little of 
it; but it is too late I fear, I pity not 
her father ; but heartily wiſh her ſuffer- 
ings were at an end. Some of my lovers 
here threaten me with dying for me; 
but 1 know they love themſelves too well 


| #0 attempt it. This Frenchman has 


grown greatly in my favour—he is un- 
aſſuming and quiet; a character not at 


all applicable to his country men in gene- 


ral. He is my beau and conſtant atten- 
dant. I am particular 1 in my attentions 


to 
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to him in public, becauſe I wiſh to teize 

thoſe wretches who would enflave me. 
He is of a grave, ſerious turn of mind 
naturally, and the preſent ſtate of affairs 
in France render him {till more ſerious : 
were it not for my ſpirits I ſhould catch 
the contagion and grow melancholy. 


Mrs. Evelyn is till gay, though what 
the world calls an old woman, I admire 
thoſe characters, who, after their own 
charms are on the decline, can ſtill mix 
in ſociety, and with pleaſure hear and 
join in the praiſes of young women who 
| are daily riſing into notice. This is the 
characteriſtic of Mrs. Evelyn. She is 
the. promoter of every innocent pleaſure. 
When any new ſcheme is on foot, ſhe is 
the firſt that is applied to, to forward it. 
She has. but one fault that I know 
which is this, that ſhe will endeavour to 
talk me out of my opinions. *Tis in 
vain. I am going to prefide as queen 

of 
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of the day at a public breakfaſt given in 
honor of my Ladyſhip by old Lord 
M*##, who is ſo ſtruck with my charms 
that he has forgotten that he has a 
ſon who would be an abſolute beggar 
ſhould I prove kind and liſten to his 
amorous tale. What would Lord PY 
and Lady Mary ſay when I ſhould be 
introduced as their mother? I am ſome- 
times inclined to give the old beau a 
little encouragement, to ſee bow far he 
would carry his folly. Mrs. Evelyn 
declares that he is ſerious, and that 1 
may be Counteſs of M*** Whenever [ 
pleaſe. My poor friend Robert de 
Montfort is diſpleaſed with my accept- 
ing this entertainment. 1 delight in 
ſeeing the old creature made the laugh 
of the company. My brother, too, is 
angry. If he muſt give a breakfaſt let 
Lady P*#** prefide he ſays, who has a 
natural right to do ſo—ſo have I to 

- puniſh every one who has it in contem- 
5 plation 
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plation to puniſn me. The” Count is 
going to leave us for a few days, as 1 
cannot prevail on him to go to Lord 
M#***%;, He intends making another 


>; 
: | 
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+= 94 
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a very 


liitle tour, and J am not certain but i! 
Landsford goes with him. Well, let | 
them, I ſhall not want admirers, for lam 1 

aſſailed with as many lovers, and thoſe I Y 

believe of as many countries, as Portia 4 

in the Merchant of Venice: but I have '% 

no' caſket to guide my choice, no father 1 

to ſay do as I will. That dear Mrs. 5 
What-do-ye-call-her, who has aſſerted 1 
the rights of our ſex ! How I adore her ! 1 
a Would ſhe ever ſuffer herſelf to be ſunk i 
2 intoa tame domeitic animal? No! no! 1 
0 ſhe knows, and will maintain the dignity 4 
n of the ſex which ſhe has raiſed to a level ; | 
1 with that of man. If ever ſhe con- 1 
4 deſcends to marry, which is next to an 'N 
impoſſibility, ſhe will make her own 1 
choice: as ſhe hardly allows the men 1 

: to take the lead in any thing, This is 1 
Pn - 1 i 
i 
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a very proper way of {managing them 
for their attempt at ſupreme command. 
To be a companion and play-thing, is, 
certainly a wonderous honor for a reaſon- 
able being to aſpire to. This charming 
author of our rights ſhould be immor- 
talized, The wretches have been left 
too long to trample over us. From 

being our maſters they are abſolutely 
become our tyrants. Accept the good 
wiſhes of one free woman in the 
perſon of 


SUSAN SPENCER. 


ADELA 


* 
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ADELA DE MONTFORT 
143416 120 A To 
© ROBERT os A 


\ 


The Caſtle of .. 


 DOUBTLESS you, my dear Ro- 
wat will be ſuprized to ſee me date 
my letter from this place: but your 
ſurprize will ceaſe, when I tell you, 
that my dear Jacquiline St. Prieux is 
the Counteſs de Montmorin. She took 
that name only yeſterday. May it prove 
a happy one: it is an engagement made 
too lghtly I fear. This was the fault 
of her father, not her own; for the 
match was made before ſhe was ſent 
for from our convent, Jacquiline, 
wrote me frequently what was carrying 
on; and the Count de Montmorin, 
when he heard that I was her friend, 
requeſt- 
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haſte ; I replied, to the Caſtle of Salens. 
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requeſted me to be preſent at their nup- 
tials. This requeſt the Ducheſs de 
B thought 1 ſhould comply with; 
and it was moſt pleaſing to me to do 
ſo. The Count's carriage came for 
me, and Madame St. Prieux's woman 


to attend me thither. She brought 


letters from Jacquiline, and her lady, 
apologizing for their not doing ſo 
themſelves : | but, they were greatly 
taken up with nedeſſary ' preparations. 
I took leave of the Ducheſs de B##** ; 

and, Robert, excuſe me, if I appear un- 
grateful ; but, indeed, 4 thought the 
Ducheſs appeared too earneſt in her re- 


commendation that I opld accept the 


viſit requeſted—and, alſo, when ſhe took 
leave of me, at parting, ſhe ſeemed to do 
ſo with a ſatisfaction that did not pleaſe 

On my quitting the room to go 
to 18 85 carriage, I met the Duke, who 


aſked me where I was going in ſuch 


He 


11 


Pucheſs — * 


1 
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He inſiſted on handing me back into 
the room. He did ſo, and ſaid to the 
Do you think, Madame, 
« it will be proper to truſt Adela to 
“ ſervants ? Would it not be better I 


© ſaw her to Salens : I did not know 
that ſhe was going or I ſhould have of- 


«© fered my ſervice ſooner.” —The 
Ducheſs ſaid, that, as Madame St. 


Prieux had ſent her own woman ſhe did 


not fee any impropriety in her going 
without any eſcort : but that the Duke 
might ſettle that etiquette; and bade 
me again adieu, and left the room. I 


However, he infiſted, and' ordering his 
horſes to follow him, conducted me to 


the Caſtle of Satens. We were both 


received moſt politely by Mr. and Ma- 


dame St. Prieux, and I moſt affe&tion- 


ately by Jacquiline. The Duke is ac- 
Vox. I. I 
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aſſured the Duke how ſenfible I was of 
his kindneſs ; but, that there was not 
the ſmalleſt neceſſity for his going. 
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quainted with the Count de-Montmorin, 
who would not ſuffer him to depart un- 
til he had promiſed to ſpend ſome days 
next week at Montmorin Caſtle. 


The remainder ef the day was ſpent 
in preparation. I did not ſee much of 
the Count de Montmorin, as Jacquiline 
retired early, and ſupped in her dreſſing- 
room. She appeared, more to. endea- 
vour to be chearful, than really to be 
ſo. They were united yeſterday morning, 


about nine o'clock in thechapel at Salens; 
and we immediately ſet out for Montmo- 


rin. They had before intended to ſtay here 
two or three days, after their marriage; 
but the Count requeſted them to go 
with him then, and ſaid, that he would 
ſpend a few days at Salens, in his way 
to Paris on their return, The Coun- 
teſs, the Count and Madame St. Prieux 
and myſelf were in the Count's carriage ; 
Mr. St. Prieux and their Chaplain in 

3 22 . bis 


: 
4 * 


ROBERT Ax p ADELA. 171 


his own: the female ſervants in ano- 
ther. We arrived at Montmorin before 
dinner, where the utmoſt ſ,:lendor a- | 
waited us, The Count had been moſt 
profuſe in preparing his entertainment. 
The houſe ſeemed as decorated to re- 
ceive a little Princeſs inſtead of my 
Jacquiline. I need not deſcribe this 
chateau to you, Robert, as I find. you 
have been often here with our dear fa- 
ther; this has endeared the place to me, 
and rendered it quite familiar. I ſteal 
this moment to inform you where I 
am whilft the Counteſs 1s dreſſing, as 
we are not to ſee any company, here, 
and the Count is waiting to conduct us 
through the houſe and grounds; which 
ſeem to be very extenſive. I expect 
2 line ſoon, remember that you, Ro- 
bert, are all to * 
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THE DUKE DE B **#*#* 
10 


ROBERT vs MONTFORT. 


'E WISH you were here, my friend. 
I never wanted your fociety ſo much 
as at the preſent time: I am diſpleaſed 
with myſelf and every one about me; 
I have refuſed my fair coufin, peremp- 
. torily refuſed her: of courſe I am not 
on good terms with my 'mother : the 
only object, on which my thoughts reſt- 
ed with pleaſure, is gone: Yes, Adela 
is gone; and this place is as a deſert. 
Where your ſiſter is, I know ſhe has 
informed you, as ſhe wrote to you the 
day ſhe arrived at Montmorin. I go 
thither to-morrow to ſpend a week. This 
thought reconciles me to myſelf. 
There I ſhall be at liberty to ſee, to 
ſpeak to Adela without reſerve, This 

| could 


o 
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could not be done whilſt ſhe was with 
my mother. Do not be alarmed, Ro- 
bert ; not a word of the paſſion which 
ſhe has inſpired ſhall eſcape my lips. 
Then, why not ſpeak on any other ſub- 
ject without reſerve before the Ducheſs, 
you will ſay? Why ? Becauſe my mo- 
ther wiſhing my affections to be placed 


where ſhe had pointed, was jealous of 


common civilties and attentions to every 
other perſon, knowing how much 1 
adored your ſiſter above all her ſex. 
I was more reſerved to her, than to 
any other woman, and I hardly ever ſaw 
her but in the preſence of my mother. 
I conducted Adela to Salens. I never 
ſaw a more intereſting object than the 
Counteſs de Montmorin. She was 
handſome, you remember when we ſaw 
her in the convent : but three years 
have transformed the unfiniſhed girl 
into the accompliſhed woman. I wiſh 
you had remained in France, and had 
{$$ ſeen 
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{ſeen *Jaequiline St. Prieux again: then 
would you never figh for a proud coquet; 
for ſuch is the woman who has poſſoſſion 
of your heart. Leave her, Robert! 
Leave her whiltt you can. I know too 
well the danger you are in. | 


"You with to know how I came to an 
explanation with my mother. As ſoon 
as I returned from conducting your fiſter 
to Salens, ſhe ſent for me to her dreſſing- 
room, enquired how I had left Adela, 


and then ſaid, ſhe wiſhed to ſpeak to me 


on the ſubje& of another female. She 
then enquired what was my opinion 
with regard to her niece, Lady Thereſa. 
I told her that J entertamed the higheſt 
reſpect for that lady. Reſpect?” ſaid 
ſhe, „and is that the only ſentiment 
et with which ſhe has inſpired you.” I 
ſaid, „indeed 1 muſt acknowledge it 
c was; and that I could never bring 


* 12 mind to look upon Lady Therefa 
f * in 


* 
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&* in the lightſhe wiſhed I ſhould, or that 
«© I myſelf wiſhed to do in conformity 
e with her defire of our union, which 
c could never take place.” My ſon,” 

replied ſhe, “has diſpoſed of his affec- 
tions without my knowledge, and to 
„% whom I think I am not unacquainted. 
% Would you render the daughter of 
your deceaſed and revered friend 
4 miſerable? for ſuch ſhe would be if 
© united to you.” Madame,“ replied 
J,“ I do not think that happineſs confiſts 
&« ſolely in fortune, or we ſhould not ſee 


“ ſo many wretched who poſſeſs her 


xr gifts.“ She then ſaid, ſhe had ſup- 
poſed I had more regard to her than to 
reje& an alliance that would reſtore the 
fallen dignity of our houſe; and that a 
union with Lady Thereſa Guzman might 
not be deſpiſed by any of our no- 
bleſſe. That I was fenfible of the 
e honor, and alſo pamed to refuſe it,“ 
, 0 her; © that the fallen dignity 

4 14 « of 
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te of our houſe might yet be reſtored 


« with that of our Prince but that my 


„ happineſs could never return if I gave 
© my hand without my heart; that I had 
4 more reſpec for her Ladyſhip and for 
© herſelf.” She then cut ſhort the con- 
verſation by defiring me to think again 
before ſhe wrote to her brother Don 
Guzman, as by my perſiſting in the re- 
fuſal ſhe ſhould be for ever offended. 
She then left the room. 


1 did not think ſhe had been in . 
ſeſſion of the ſecret of my heart; but I 
cannot ſay that J am ſorry for it, as it 

will render all farther deception unne- 
ceſſary. | 


I ſhall ſet out for the Caſtle of Mont- 
morin in the morning, without inform- 
ing the Ducheſs any thing farther than 
that I am going to leave Lauſanne for a 


few days to vifit a friend, If I told her 
where 
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where 1 iatended going I might meet 
with another lecture. I ſaw Lady 
Thereſa at dinner yeſterday. She looked 
moſt maliciouſly pleaſed, when ſhe ſaid, 
% Really we are quite dull without 
«© Madame Montfort—don't you think 
&© ſo, Sir ?—but you look fo dull that it 
is impoſhble to doubt but you feel her 
c abſence as ſeverely as we all do.” 
Her old duenna and aunt, Iſabella, ſaid, 
% I do not find any loſs, as ſhe by no 
© means pleaſed me. She is too affected 
© and too proud. People who are poor 
ce ſhould avoid affectation, and be hum- 
© ble. I had ſome intention, on my 
firſt coming here, to requeſt my fiſter 
* to let her return with me into Spain, 
© but I have almoſt given up the 
« thought.” My mother replied, © that 
* ſhe thought that Adela might be very 
© uſeful to her fiſter, and that her 
« beauty and accompliſhments might, 
« as ſhe was of a noble family, get 

15 a 
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* her a huſband 3 in Madrid.“ I conſi- 
dered myſelf, whilſt this converſation 
was carrying on by my good-natured 
relations, as a mark ſet up at which 
every one was at liberty to ſhoot their 
malice.” Your pride will revolt when 
you read to what infults your ſiſter's un- 
protected ſituation is expoſed. Let her, 
in me, find a natural protector. Do you 
not ſay your father entertained thoughts 
of ſuch a union once with 'pleafure ? 
We were then equal—ſo we are now. 
My eſtates are ſeized, Robert, by the 
mad rulers of the land. My whole for- 

tune at preſent confiſts in plate, and 

Tome family jewels which I removed 

with myſelf from France. My mother 
8 x conſiderable property in Spain in 
the hands of her brother. This I may 

never poſſeſs, if F refuſe, as I have, and 

ever ſhall do, the hand of her niece.— 

"Say that your fiſter ſhall decide for her- 

telf, and that if T gain her affection, you 

will 
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will approve our union. This you may 
perhaps call conſummate vanity, I 
have read her heart by my own—I have 
ſtudied the language of eyes, and conſi- 
der myſelf well read in them. This has 
flattered my hopes; but I am going to 
Montmorin, where I ſhall hear, ſee, and 
think only of Adela. She go to Madrid! 
The thought diſtracts me. I thank you 
for your account of your tour - make 
another Lentreat you—leave Bath—1 
think hall ſee you ſoon. 


Yours, 


DE BAA. 
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MRS. MORTIMER 


10 
THE COUNTESS OF ALDBOROUGH. 
Audley Park. 


I RECEIVED my dear Counteſs's let- 
ter with much pleaſure, and I congratu- 
late you upon the Earl's coming of age. 
J hear he is confidered as a promiſing 
young man; and I think with you that 
you are greatly indebted to the care and 
attention of Mr. Hoare in forming him 
ſuch as he is; for the preſent diſſipation 
of our youth is growing to a ſerious evil, 
and loudly calls for the attention of all 
parents. I am moſt truly thankful that 
my. ſon was educated before the looſe 
ſtyle of manners, now prevalent, was 
adopted. My daughter's education you 


know I took all upon myſelf, and amply 


has ſhe rewarded me for the trouble. 
| Indeed 
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Indeed I cannot juſtly call it ſo, for I 
never beheld her improvements but with 
ſincere delight. She is now purſuing the 
ſame taſk I have formerly done, and I 
don't doubt but her efforts will be 
crowned with equal ſucceſs, . Moſt truly 


ſorry am I, my very good friend, to 


find that you have any alloy to your 
preſent happineſs in the miſtaken notions 
Eady Suſan has imbibed whilſt with her 
grand-mother. She endeavoured to in- 
ſpire you with her notions of pride and 
ſelf-conſequence. But natural good 
ſenſe, joined to a truly feminine diſpo- 


ſttion, defeated her attempts on your 


mind, Lady Suſan poſſeſſes, I fear, 
too much of that hauteur, without 
which Lady Grantham would have been 
truly amiable. I would not ſay fo 
much, but that we have often lamented 
together this unamiable trait in her. 
character. 


* 


1 in- 
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| 1 intend viſiting London in a few 
months, which will no doubt ſurpriſe, 
you. The reaſon of this determination 
is, that I have ſome expectations of a 
viſit from my nephew, the Count de 
Montmorin. You know that my ſiſter 
Emma married the father of this gentle- 
man, and that I once made a viſit to Paris. 
We correſponded at that time therefore 
I am ſure you muſt know the circum- 
ſtance. The Count writes to me that he 
is juſt new married, and that he has an 
inclination to bring his, bride. to Eng- 
land. Perhaps his affairs in France may 
render this ſtep both prudent and neceſ- 
ſary. However, I do not know if this is 
ſo or not but L wiſh to pay him proper 
reſpect as my deceaſed ſiſter's ſon. 1 
ſhall take a large ready- furniſhed houſe, 
in order to accommodate them, and 
already contemplate: with pleaſure our 
meeting. This is greatly heightened 
when reflect that you and I ſhall per- 
aur 
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fonally renew a friendſhip that has been 
dear to us both through life, and will, 


J truſt, continue to its end. I fall con> 
_ as uſual, 


"ro affectlonate 


CHARLOTTE MORTIMER. ; 


LADY SABINA SOMERVILLE” 


en 
coLONEL SOMERVILLE 


Somerille Lode 


- YOU do not know how ſeverely E 
fuffer in your abſence. T hear every day 
that your army is on the eve of an 
action; and this brings with it ſuch 
terrific 
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terrific ideas, that I am not able to bear 
them. 1 find my health fink under the 


preſſure. I have juſt had a vifit from 


my mother—ſhe ſtaid three days with 
me. This made me as happy as any 
circumſtance in your abſence could, 
Suſan and Landsford are gone to Bath 
on a vifit to Mrs. Evelyn. They were 
accompanied by the Count de Montfort. 
1 know you have often heard Landsford 
mention him with many encomiums—T 
do aſſure you that he is deſerving of 
them all. He is a very ſenſible well- 
informed young man, without the ſmal- 
leſt tiucture of that foppery and affecta- 
tion with which moſt of the young men 
of diſtinction I have ſeen of that nation 
are deeply tinctured. Suſan, I ſee, has 
marked him out to play off ſome of her 
ſyſtematical follies upon. I told her 
that he had too much ſenſe to be made a 
fool of by her: ſhe replied, ** that Ge 
„ only wanted to convince him that 

| „ women 


ama_ A<ec 4 a eSfS.<@ * 8 


* 


ROBERT AND ADELA. 185 


% women were entitled to all the rights 
« of rational beings,” —which is, in 
plain Engliſh, to allow her to tyranniſe 
over him. I am truly ſorry for this 
propenſity in her. I wiſh 1t were poflible 
to convince her of the abſurdity. of it. 
Do you know that Mr. Hoare is about 
quitting our family ? This I am hurt at 
on many accounts, as he was very uſeful 
to my mother, and I do believe that 
he was ſome reſtraint upon Lady Suſan 
herſelf, who, you know, does not allow 
man to be her ſuperior—aay, hardly her 
equal. I intend to write to her on this 
ſubject. I am very attentively peruſing 
her favourite author, and perhaps may 
be able to refute ſome of her arguments. 
I am very thankful for your laſt letter— 
it is my conſtant cordial againſt low 
ſpirits, (or indeed to ſpeak with more 
propriety). the remedy I uſe for remov- 
ing them. You are afraid that I ſhall 
be excluded from ſociety, if I perſiſt in 

| my 
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my determination of not ſeeing company 
in your abſence; I ſhail not mind that 
greatly when you return, as we can 
eaſily ſupply the unmeaning eompli- 
ments. of thoſe' who are called friends. 
There is is a rumour abroad that Lady 
Fitzarran is more than partial to Mr. 
Harrowby ; nay, that the is determined 
to give him her hand. I think him 
truly deſerving of that honor : and it is 
an honor, not derived folely from her 
rank in life, but from her many virtues, 
I was told by my mother (who is greatly 
hurt at the ſuppoſition that Lady Fitz- 
arran ſhould ſtoop fo low as her fons' 
wy thather children would accept him 
a father, who has ever been their beſt 
friend, without any retuQance. I great- 
1y diſapprove this fatſe opinion of my 
mother, and in oppoſition to it I pointed 
out a paſſage in a favourite author * of 
 . *® Rouſſeaw, + 


her 


her 
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her own, which runs thus, © the re- 


{© ſpeCtable capacity of a preceptor 
«© requires ſo many talents which are not 
& to be paid for, ſo many virtues which 
© have no price ſet upon them, that it is 
ein vain to think of procuring one by 
ee means of money. It is from a man of 
© genius only that we can expect the 
& talents of a preceptor—it is from the 
heart of an affectionate friend alone 
& that we can hope to meet with the 
& zeal of a patent; and genius is not to 


© be fold any more than attachment.“ 


In Mr. Harrowby all theſe requiſite qua- 


lities ſeem to be united—then how can 


Lady Fitzarran be blameable? May 
merit ever be crowned with ſuch rewards! 

My little ſhrubbery begins to bloom: 
I have dedicated much of my time to it 
—and am pleaſed to ſee it has not been 
beſtowed in vain, My mother would 
perſuade me to go to London with her. 
I am not inclined to do fo, although 

i quite 
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quite alone. General and Mrs. Har- 
court are in Groveſnor-ſquare. Lady 
Trentown 1s gone; ſo I ſhall be left to 
taſte the true beauties of ſpring, whilſt 
they only dream of it, or view its ſhadow 
in a few faded ſhrubs brought from a 
hot-houſe. | 


I have, this inſtant, got a letter from 

| Suſan, who (as ſhe expreſſes herſelf) is 
* leading apes in Bath.“ Robert de 
Montfort has left them for a few days to 

explore the adjacent country. This 

does not pleaſe my fiſter I can ſee, 
Adieu, my dear William be careful of 

yourſelf, for the ſake of 


Tour's, 


SABINA SOMERVILLE, | 


JJ 


5 


IE 
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'EARL OF LANDSFORD © 
'To 
ROBERT ve: MON TFORT. 


I HAVE expected your return for 
ſo many days, that I now begin to give 
you up. Are you ſo enamoured of the 
beauties of nature, as to forget the fair 
ones here who ſigh for your return ? I 


do believe, that the heretofore incorri - 


gible Suſan is amongſt the languiſhing 


beauties. She does not own it; but, by 
her enquiries, I perceive ſhe is not 


pleaſed with your abſence. Return now, 


and I will take a trip with you at ſome 


future day. I have actually loſt my 


Lam yet unacquainted. This you will 


think ſtrange—But ſo it is.—A few days 
ago, as I was returning from the pump- 


room, 


heart, Robert; but to whom 1 
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room, a carriage paſſed me in entire 
ſable, as alſo were its attendants : they 
ſtopped at the firſt inn, and ordered 
horſes in haſte. This was immediately 
complied with. Whilſt this buſineſs 
was performing two ladies alighted, one 
of whom was of the fineſt form and 
features. Her dreſs became her, being 
long flowing robes of black bombazine : 
| the had no hat on, and her hair of 
auburn, flowed careleſsly over a fore- 
head and neck of alabaſter. I ſtood 
transfixed to the ſpot until the ladies re- 
turned, and then no ſervant being ready 
I offered my hand to affiſt them in 
aſcending the coach; for which I was 
very politely thanked by an old lady, 
who remained in the coach, and whom 
I ſuppoſe to be their mother. Before I 
could reach any of the ſervants to 
make enquires, the poſtillions were 
mounted, and they were ſoon, with their 
retinue, out of fight. I then applied 
. to 
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to the maſter of the - houſe, who told 
me that he was juſt come in and had not 
ſeen them, but that he would go and 
interrogate his, ſervants. Thele fel- 
lows who have a natural ſtupidity, about 
them, had never aſked any queſtions. 


They heard one of the men ſay, they 


were not to ſtop until they arrived in 
London. Now this is all I can find 
out, which 1s next to nothing. I ſhall 
hope to be more ſucceſsful- yet; for ſo 
much beauty can never be buried in 
obſcurity; I am not like moſt of the 
young men of the preſent day, who are 
determined againſt matrimony. and con- 
fider it as the laſt act of folly. I look 
up to it as a ſtate in which I am to ex- 
perience much permanent happineſs. 
L really think that many married people 
with whom I am acquainted, create their 
own miſery. They ſet out frequently 
perfectly indifferent to each other, and 
by their mutual conduct ſoon convert 

their 
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their indifference into diſguſt ; which 
might have been turned into a ſofter 
paſſion.— Or, if they marry with affec- 
tion for each other; then they form 
ſuch extravagant ideas of love, that 
they never fancy that they receive at- 
tentions enough from each other. Thus 
they torment themſelves; you and J, 


Robert, will be rational hufbands, and 


not expect impoſſibilities. My ſiſter 
is tired of Bath, and talks of going to 
join my mother in town. Sabina is to 
ſtay a few weeks in London, if Lady 
Aldborough can perſuade her to leave 
ber retirement. I with ſhe was fingle. 
She is the woman who would have made 
you happy, Robert: I ought not to 
wiſh her fingle neither, except for 
your ſake; for ſhe is happy to her ut- 
moſt wiſh with Somerville. ' I wiſh he 
were returned, as you could not fail to 
eſteem him. We have been friends 
from boys, and have formed the idea of 
LW i 


1 
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being brothers even whilſt in petticoats. 
Here is nothing here worth relating: 
a conſtant ſucceſſion of folly ; dowagers, 
who want huſbands, and gamblers who 
want fortunes ;, old men who would be 
young ones, and young men ho effect. 
to be old and knowing, Here are let- 
ters lying for you: come and greats, 
them. els ot 

| 2 8 
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le MISS FLTZARRAN 


to | 

10 

or | | | » 

It- LADY SUSAN SPENCER, 


he | 
to | Black Rock. 
ds 1T 15 determined that we are not to 

meet this winter as we ſtay here, and L 
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know that you will not truſt yourſelf 
upon an element as hekle as Lips _ 
0 7 * | 


We are not to remain fixed to this 
ſpot, but to make different excurfions 
as we are much in debt on the ſcore of 
_ viſiting. I almoſt begin to give credit 
to the rumour which you informed me 
was abroad in London. I do think it 
probable, that my mother entertains 
ſerious intentions concerning Mr. Har- 
rowby. Since your hints I have ob- 
ſerved my mother's conduct more ſeri- 
ouſly ; and think you juſtified in your 
opinion. I own myſelf à little mortifi- 
ed; not at Lady Fitzarran's choice, but 
at her want of confidence in me. Yet, 
when I am inclined to be candid, I 
muſt allow that ſhe has a very delicate 
and difficult part to act. She is able 
to act with propriety in almoſt any fitu- 

ation. I think ſhe has lately made ſe- | 
eral efforts to ſpeak with me on this 
ſub- 
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ſubject: but though I have endea- 
voured to lead to it often; yet, ſhe has 
checked herſelf, Mr. Harrowby talks of 
leaving us very ſoon ; I don't know how 
to reconcile this. If my mother does 
entertain thoughts of marrying again, he 
is the man who, I think, deſerves her. 
erer did reſpect him as a parent, and 
ſhall find no difficulty in adding an 
additional portion of regard on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, 


Yeſterday was conſigned to the grave 
the remains of Sarah 88 Her reſto- 
ration to health was hardly to be wiſhed 
by thoſe who witneſſed the ſevere ſtrug- 
gles ſhe ſuſtained, with great calmneſs 
and fortitude, in the firm belief of being 
united in death to her beloved Alfred. 
The Dean is inconſolable. Hardly any 
one is ſorry for him. Ambition was the 
ladder on which he would have mounted 
* he cruſhed the neareſt and deareſt 

K 2 ploſſom 
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bloſſom in fixing it. | May every inte- 
reſted and unfeeling parent meet the 
fame fate. I ſhall be glad to change 
the ſcene for a little time. The untime- 
ly fate of my earlieſt friend will obtrude 
on my mind as I caſt my eyes acroſs the 
road towards her houſe, which, now 
totally ſhut up in front, preſents a 
gloomy and melancholy. proſpect. 


Miſs Miller declares that ſhe will not 
ſtay with me if I don't enliven my ſociety 
a little. No beaus, nor balls! She 
thought Ireland was famed for its gaiety. 
So it is—but though the character of the 
country may be ſuch, private indi- 
viduals cannot help aſſuming a ſerious 
aſpect as ſerious ſituations preſent them- 
ſelves, France was a gay nation, but 
now Vive la guillotine ! ſucceeds Vive la 
pagatelle! But I hope, as on the one 
hand we are not ſo gay as the French 
were, ſo we ſhall never arrive at ſuch an 


eXtreme 


—» 


may be charged. 


- 


of ſullenneſ5 and of cruelty. Loulare at 
Bath, conſequently in the heart of fa- 
ſhion and mirth. Pray what have you 
done with your: Count de Montfort and 
Lord Landsford > —They, I hear, were 
your attendants. To the Earl the 
ladies will be particularly attentive. 


As Plutus, not Venus, often directs the 


ſhafts of the little god, he will look out 
for ſome overgrown fortune; and, hay» 
ing the eſtate in poſſeſſion, will over 
look all incumbrances with which it 
We have one of 
theſe golden harveſts in our neighbour- 
hood. The lady is approaching to- 
wards her fortieth year; but has all 
the affectation of a young girl of ſiſteen: 
and, I do aſſure you, is ſurrounded by 
more lovers than falls tothe lot of 
moſt ladies of that age. Now, if Lord 
Landsford has a mind to croſs St. 
George's channel, and, like another 
Nn bear off the golden fleece, he 
28038 K 3 FI will 
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will bring over a ſtrong recommenda- 
tion in his title, Conſult him on this 
ſubject. If he declines, perhaps the 
| Frenchman may not be fo nice. | 
ſhould like to preſent Mis O'Hara to 
you as a fiſter. 


Pray, what is Lady Sabina doing in 
the abſence of Sommerville? I wiſh we 
were near neighbours. My mother al- 
ways mentions her ladyſhip whenever 
2 ſpeaks of a truly amisble charac- 

Here is an old-old baronet, who 
bh I think, fixed his affections on my 
fair viſitor.— He is not more than ſixty, 
and boaſts that be eat drink his three 
bottles of claret and afterwards walk 
to his bed-chamber ; whilſt the flimſey 
heads, of the preſent race, fink under 
the table. I have promiſed to urge the 
ſuit of Sir Ulic O' Neale. Anne, laughs 
at me when I expatiate on the charms 
of her lover's five un per annum ; 

| and, 


4 , 
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and, ſays that an aching heart, and a 
fine houſe have no charms for her: con- 
tent and a cottage are preferable. But, 
if Sir Ulic is really ſerious in his fen- 
dreſſe, I ſhall be ſo in my importunity 
to her not to caſt aſide the favours of 
fortune, though they may come in a 
queſtionable ſhape. She is not poſſeſ- 
ſed of more than three or four thou- 
fand pounds; and the liberality of her 
mind would make her poor if ſhe was 
even Lady OfNeale. Beſides, as the 
baronet is an old man, tbe may pur- 
ſue your ſyſlem, and govern inſtead of 


being governed. Adieu, we are going, 


to Dublin for letters, where * hope to 
find one from you. 


Tours n 


an ranens FITZARRAS, 
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34 


og en, 202 | Bath, 
THINK not, my nets iter, that 


: you have been once abſent from my 
memory: though I have:not written to 
you; you are, though in a diſtant coun- 
try, my conſtant companion. I hold 
in imagination frequent converſations 
with you; and whenever a pleaſant 
ſcene preſents itſelf, I with my Adele 


a partaker of it with her brother“ I 


need not tell you that I. was received in 


a moſt friendly manner by the Earl of 
Landsford, the Counteſs his mother, and 
Lady Suſan and Lady Sabina his ſiſters. 
The latter 1s married to a Colonel in 
the army, who is on ſervice in Flanders. 


How 


= 
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How, ſhould I delight. in gaining the. 


protection and friendſhip of Lady Som- 


merville for you. She is juſt what I 
picture you would be, if in the ſame 
ſituation. The Counteſs 1 is a truly well- 
bred amiable, woman. * Lady, Suſan 


Spencer is of the firſt order of female 


beauty. She poſſeſſes much excentricity 
of mind, and whimficallity of manners; 


has wit, and | am certain good ſenſe. 
In wort, Ala the, happineſs or mi- 


ſery of your brother 1 is in this woman's, 
poſſeſſion :—I may call her my fate. 
Sometimes I. think that ſhe i is not indif- 
ferent to my attentlons: at others, 1. 
form a totally contrary opinion. Had 
our houſe continued flouriſhing. as I. 
remember . Robert de Montfort 
might have aſpired to the daughter 
of the renowned Earl of Aldborough 


without a bluſh. But a degraded no- 


ble, lot equally to fortune and, his 


country; there is a meanneſs i in my ple, 
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tenſions I cannot bear to think upon. 
Some of the princes of England might be 
proud to receive her hand. And ſhall an 
emigrant, taken into the family in friend- 
ſhip, preſume to hope chat his propofal 
would not be treated with contempt ? Pro- 
poſals! what propoſals could I make ? 
It were beſt 1 fly—1 have attempted to 
do ſo more than once on à pretence of 
viewing the country and manners of 
the people: but I have returned and 
found myſelf as much in love as ever. 


You will be ſurprized that I write ſo 
much about myſelf, and never enquire 
what you are doing ; but this will ceaſe 
when I inform you, that 1 have heard 
all this from our friend the Duke de 
Bu, with whom 1 correſpond as you 
will ſuppoſe. He, too, is a ſubje@ of 
ſorrow to me. What will become of 
that high ſpitit which has deſcended to 
him from his illuſtrious anceſtors now 

that 
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that he is deprived) of his fortune, as 
I hear from him is the caſe? Can he 
onde ſoend r gik, who has i only been 
uſed to beſtow. ſor liberally ? I know 
that the Ducheſs has formed a plan of 
an union for him with the Lady Thereſa 
Guzman, to which he is averſe, We 
were all educated together Then, as E 

am abſent, do you endeavour to per- 

ſuade him to coniply wich the wiſhes of 
- is mother. Tis a debt you ο . the 
family, who have: received, and now 
protect you, when your brother is una- 
le. Point out to him the dreadful 
Atuation to which he may be reduced, 
mould he refuſe his couſin.. Tell bim 
that change of country would but aug- 
ment his miſery—Pity as a ſemiment of 
Which neither he nor I Would wiſh to 
be the object. This is ſometimes ut- 
-tered in a firain of contempt from the 
anfecling ; indeed, even where it is not 
nn one 3s apt to conſtrue what is 
K 6 intended- 
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intended perhaps otherwiſe into à ſlight, 
das IEſometimes fer! ſeuerèlyec Infteall bf 
pride finking with fortune, ds the one de- 
*reaſes tlie other ſumetims rifesvi] know 
my ſiſter will feel all I wiſh ſhe ſhould, 
-andiwill endeavour; - thought may be:a 
difficult i taſk; to ndke de Bi*#*attend 
Itechistädtereſ .... „ 

1% o 11/09359205 Gex eb gd m 
Aonee entertained thoughts of re- 
queſtimꝑ ydu c come to England; but 
"the difficulty of finding a proper ſitua- 
tion for yd u las gas yet, left me undecid- 
ed. I could not bearito ſee you treat- 
ed with neglect, as I have obſerved the 
ceaſe with ſome Ladies who were of high 
quality in France. Lady Suſan Spencer 
aſks much about you; ande why J will 
notſ bring youſto her. This would be 
improper; I ſhould not heſitate would 
Lady Sabina Sommerville make the re- 
*queft. She lives quite a reeluſe in the ab- 
ence: 3 1 yr receiving only 
Edit 9 the 


\ 


* 


ROBERT ax ADELA. 205 


theo viſits of ber family.: Fhere) is 
delicacyl and propriety in this which is 
quite charming: There is ſo much 
Pleaſure in the recollection of having 
added as one ought, though ſome: ſa- 
crifices are made to this, that I wonder 
ſo many are led to commit errors. You 
will ſee,..b 7 by the date, that I am at Bath, 


a place where the people of England, 


and, indeed thoſe of other countries, go 
to drink the waters which are of great 
efficacy in many caſes. Not only the 
fick reſort to this place but the healthy, 
and aboyę all, the. indolent. It is the 
reſort of gamblers and fortune-hunters 
of every denomination ; old ladies who 
want young huſbands are here in abun- 
dance. Landsford tells me, that many 
of them after marriage, both males and 
females, find themſelves equally duped. 
T intend ſetting off to- morrow on # ram- 
ble into ſome part of the country. Pray 
ee my beſt compliments of congral 
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tulation to the Count de Montmorin, 
and his fair bride your friend, Lady 
Suſan informs me, that they are expect - 
ed in England very ſoon. I ſuppoſe 
| I" x A INCASE. Adieu, 
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The Caſlle of ee 


I MAY fay, that I have ſpent ibis 
weck moſt agreeably. I have hardiy 
thought on the in of paſt misfor- 

tunes ; 
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tunes; ſo much have T been occupied 
with preſent pleaſure. 

The Counteſs de Montmorin is a 
lovely woman; nay the is more, ſhe is 
an intereſting one. I wonder how ſhe 
came to marry the Count : there does 
not appear to me any trait in his cha- 
racter that could attract or gain the af- 
fections of ſo much ſimplicity and in- 
nocence. Vanity might have induced 
many to give their hand to his wealth ; 
but this could not be the motive in the 
preſent inſtance. However, the Count 
ſeems moſt happy. His young bride looks 
as ſhe ſhould do; but not quite as I 
ſhould wiſh my wife to do. There is 
evidently a conftraim in her manner 
when the Count is preſent that totally 
diſappears when ſhe is alone with Adela 
md myſelf. Her father left us yelter- 
day, at which Adela told me — | 
ter was Not difpleaſed. He is 2 
ſour, 
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ſour, moroſe man, who ſeems to be al- 
ways uneaſy when all are happy around 
him.—Adela ſays, he always treated her 
friend with reftraint and ſeverity. Any 
man who could be harſh to the moſt 
gentle being on earth, muſt be a ſa- 
vage in diſpoſition. We have not ſeen 
any viſitors but ſych as were on terms 
of great familiarity, and therefore could 
ſcarcely be termed, .ſuch. Our time 
has been ſpent en, famille. Adela has 
treated me as ſhe, "would, Robert. This 
me abou all misfortunes. Marry The- 
reſa Guzman with Adela Montfort in 
my heart! W ould this be like a de- 
ſcendant of the family, of BE and 
can Robert de Montfort adviſe it? 
Would he act in this manner? No, no. 
Nor will I. A letter is at this moment 
lying before me from my mother re- 
queſting my immediate return to Lau- 
ſanne, in order to return a ſuitable an». 
1701 ſwer 
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ſwer to Don Guzman: that is, to tell 
bim that 1 will love, and marry his 
daughter. The one is out of my power, 
and the other not in my inclination. 1 
have aſked the advice of Adela on this 
ſubject. This you will blame me for. 
Are you not anxious to know what ſhe 
adviſed ? Ty tell you. She ſaid that 
'the thought my preſent fituation too de- 
Ucate for her inexperience to give an 
opinion? *Befides, the had received ſo 
many favours from the Dutcheſs, and 
was ſo intereſted for the happineſs of 
myſelf, that it was impoffible for her 
to ſay any thing. Her laſt ſentence ſaid 
all T withed ; that ſhe was intereſted in 
thy happineſs. 'She always ſpeaks with 
ptopriety, and will ever act properly. 
So none of your Roman virtue: be as 
you ever were and ever ſhall be, my 
Kt and neareſt friend. Let me call 
your fiſter mine: my mother loves ber, 
and, but for a little female ambition, 
1 2 would 
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would acknowledge the Juſtice of my 
choice, Was 150 our union Planned 
and talked of by! both families in more 
"auſpicious times? Alteration of circum- 
ſtances cannot alter the affections. 
Hall not wait your anſwer; but mean 
directly, when this letter is finiſhed, to 
fit down and anſwer my mother, and to 
inform her how impoſſible i it is to fulfil 
her wiſhes with regard to the Lady 
Thereſa, her niece. This done, I ſhall not 
return to Lauſanne, but ſhape my courſe 
another Ways of. which Jam at preſent un- 
determined; but J hall leave a direction 
if 1 quit this place ; 3 as indeed 1 certainly | 
ſhall before your anſwer arrives. T here- 
ſore write to me, as in the. abſence of 
Adela, your letters are my only conſo- 
lation. The ladies are out together on 
a ramble in the wood, which ſurrounds 
this enchanting place. The Coupt and 
| myſelf are employed in writing letters. 
1 think he is too often thus employed: 


more 
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more ſo than I ſhould be, were I juſt 
married. Perhaps he has not quite fo 
ardent a mind as I have; and it may be 
more for his peace that he has nor. 
Adieu. A courier is juſt arrived from 
Paris with diſpatches for the Count. 


Your's, 


[DE BELL, 


THE 


1 
— 
ts 
nn 
fl 
{ 
1 
— 
, * 
| 
*. 
= 


g_ 2 -— 4-4 } 
. "TRE po er - 
cc IE I 
24S ”. I 


— 9 
o - — 2 — 
« * 8 
7 r 


212 ROBERT and ADELA. 


THE DUKE pg B*** 
10 THE 


DUTCHESS Ds 3. 


MADAM, Montmorin, 


'TO deviate in the ſmalleſt degree 
from your wiſhes, gives me pain ; yet, 
when they militate ſo much againſt my 
own "happineſs, I think I can promiſe ! 
myſelf your indulgence. The Lady | 
Thereſa, in having the honor of being 
your niece, claims a particular regard 
from me, which I-ſhall always be ambi- 
tious to pay. I am ſorry to add, that 
my affections are not ſo obedient as my 
duty to you may demand. 


You, madam, have always taught me, 
25 that 
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that true nobility conſiſted in a ſtrict ad- 
herence to the ſentiments of juſtice and 
\ honour. Both of theſe muſt be vio-- 
lated, were I ſo far to forget myſelf, as 
to ſacrifice a ſenſe of probity to an inte- 
reſted motive. My fortune being loſt, 
I have the more reaſon to keep my ac- 
tions unſullied. I know your motives, 
madam, in promoting this union, but 
believe me, that the end would not be 
anſwered were your wiſhes complied 
with. Then, do not perfiſt in urging 
me to appear in a character before you 
ſo different from my nature ; and I hope 
you will do me the juſtice to ſay, ſo 


very different from my former ha- 
bits. 


It would be improper for me to ſug- 
geſt what ſhould be ſaid in anſwer to 
your brother's letter to you. I am truly 
ſenſible of the honor intended me, and 
alſo ſorry that it is not within my power 

to 
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to accept it. Deception I always thought 
below me to practiſe ; and to do ſo with 
you would be criminal. Know then 
that my affections are moſt irrevocably 
fixed. From what paſſed at our laſt 
meeting, it is unneceſſary to point to 
your penetrative eye the object. She 
has virtues that may adorn any ſtation; 
and the want of fortune only renders 
them more conſpicuous ; your parental 
. affeQion, madam, gets the better of the 
natural goodneſs of your heart. Perhaps 
you may not readily. ſubſcribe to this. 
But I hope that however in this inſtance 
may diſappoint you, I am ftill worthy 
of being your ſon; in which hope, 1 
| ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Affrctionately your's, 


DE BN K*. 


ADELA 


- 
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1 KNOW my brother's. feelings too 
well to think myſelf neglected becauſe 
he did not write. I heard from the 
Duke de B*** that you were well, and 
was ſatisfied, that the firſt time you 
found yourſelf. at all at eaſe 1 ſhould 
hear from you. 


I thank you for the deſcription of the 
amiable family, into which luckily you 5 
have been caſt, on the firſt: ſetting oue 1 
from your native country. But ob, my 1 
more than brother! where will your 


| Adela find a friend? There is ſome» 
\ | 2 


thing 
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thing whiſpers to me that it is not pro- 
per to return to Lauſanne. I cannot 
explain why I think ſo; as the Dutcheſs 
has ever treated me with the tenderneſs 
of a mother. There was a ſomething 
in our laſt interview, to which I cannot 


give a name: yet 1 felt the change, 


though i it was more in manner than in 
words. Forgive me, I am to blame 
even to hint at any thing difagreeable, 
when I cannot give it a name. The 
Lady Thereſa Guzman, of whom you 
write, is particularly diſagreeable to me. 
There is a certain hauteyr and malignity 
about her which is extremely diſguſting. 
You requeſt me, in return for favours re- 
ceived, to ſpeak to the Duke on the 
ſubje& of his union with his couſin. 
Robert, could you once ſee this lady, 
you would not make that requeſt. ' I 
know your friendſhip for the Duke. 
He once honoured me- ſo far as to aſk 


my opinion on the ſubject, This 1 


5 did 


th 
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did not give, as I would not in the leaſt - 
degree be inſtrumental in giving pain ; 
to the good Ducheſs. I could die 


with pleaſure to enſure their rr 
neſs. 


Would it not be better that I re- 
turned to the Convent of St. Clair? 1 
was not formed with ſpirits ſufficient to | 
combat with the world. Every thing 
alarms me. The peaceful ſerenity of a 
monaſtic life is what I wiſh. The 
world is unintereſted about me, and I. 
ſhrink from it with pleaſure. Madame 
Adelinde-our ſuperior, will receive me 
kindly, and I ſhall remove ſome anxiety 
from the breaſt of him who is now every. 


thing to me; brother, father, and 
friend, 


That your affections are placed on a 
worthy object, I am moſt thankful: to. 
the ſupreme diſpoſer of events. May 
VoL. I. L ſhe 
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ſtie ſoothe all your ſorrow into peace, 
and may each ſucceeding year bring an 
increaſe of happineſs. My prayers ſhall 
ever be directed to heaven for- this. pur- 
pole. 


Write not again to the Duke on the 
ſubject of his marriage: he told me 
that his affections were irrevocably 
fixed! I did not ſufpect this, until he 
himſelf told me ſo. I did not preſume 
to aſk him on whom, nor can I gueſs; 
perhaps-you may. 


I have ſpent a moſt agreeable fort- 
night with my friend Jacquiline, The 
Duke leaves us to-morrow. 


The Count has had a courier from 
Paris, where his preſence is neceſſary; 
all is anarchy. The Counteſs and 1 
are to remain here until his return; as 
tis does not think it fafe to take my 


friend 


friend until he ſees what reception ſhe 
may expect. Dont fear that I ſhall 
think of accompanying her thither. 
This place being ſo nearly on the 


confines of Switzerland, I am fafe 


here : but I have often trembled for the 
Duke, who has gone by a feigned name 
ever ſince he firſt arrived. 


Let me know immediately how you 


would with me to act. If you wiſh me 
to return to the Ducheſs de B***, only 
ſay ſo, and I will go to Lauſanne di- 
rectly. If not, tell me how I ſhall in- 
form her Grace of my intentions, as I 
would not wiſh to fail in any manner in 
the reſpect that I owe to this excellent 
woman, who was the friend of my re- 
verend parents, and has ſince been the 
protector of their daughter. 


Monſieur de Salens and bis Lady, 


have often paid us a viſit here. I can- 


L 2 not 
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| Hot like either of theſe people, though 
I wiſh to do ſo. on account of their re- 
lationſhip to the Counteſs; who I fear, 
Robert, 1s not as happy as I could wiſh, 
though ſhe endeavours to appear ſo. It is 
a myſtery to me why ſhe was married in 
ſo much haſte. The Count has ſolicited 
me to remain with them in the moſt po- 
lite and obliging terms: but I cannot 
think of this. 1 have too proud a ſpi- 
rit I fear, and poverty has not ſubdued 
N. o 


I am quite pleaſed with the character 
of the Ducheſs of Aldborough's mar- 
ried daughter, Lady Sabina, and ſhould 
be happy were 1 in England to have 
ſuch a friend. In ſhort, I love and re- 
ſpe& them all as the friends of my dear 
Robert. As the family in which his fu- 
ture happineſs reſts, may that be ſe- 
cured is the wiſh of his 


Affectionate 


* ELA DE MONTFORT. 
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LADY SUSAN SPENCER 
10 


ROBERT Dr MON TFORT, 


I OUGHT to begin this epiſtle with 

a formal declaration, ſaying, that I 
know I am acting in violation of the 
extreme delicacy of my ſex, and all the 
abſurd train of nonſenſe that follows, &c, 
ſurely it was not ordained that we were 
never to write to an unmarried man, 
until we ourſelves were married: and 
that no friendſhip can exiſt without mas» 
trimony. Why ſhould not you and I 
be and write as freely, as my bro- 
n ther 
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ther Landsford and you? I am deter- 
mined it ſhall be ſo. I will be the firſt 
female who dares to be free. A licen- 
tious woman 1 ſhould deſpiſe; but a 
thinking one I always admire. Whillt 
we have the power to think, we ſhould 
have the freedom to act according to 
the reſult of reaſon. This is or pri- 
vilege as much as mans, T might 
frighten one of our dull countrymen ; 
but I write to an enlightened mind; 
and I will believe, that he thinks with 
me, that we are by education too much 
Teftramed. I am really aſhamed to find 
myſelf making an apology for doing 
what 1 think right. 


My letter was intended to enquire 
what you are doing, and why ſo long 
abſent? and to requeſt that you will 
return, if you; deſign to have the honor 
of eſcorting me from this place, of 


* I am heartily tired. The women 
are 


1 
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are do infipid; and the men ſo trouble- 


ſome! Then the good old lady of the 
houſe is ſo continually talking of deco- 
rum and propriety, that ſhe has fright- 
enced away Lady Bell Lawleſs from the 
houſe : and ſhe was the only creature 
tolerable in Bath. Mrs. Evelya was 
ready to faint the other morning, be- 


cauſe Lady Bell and I talked of learn- 


ing to play at cricket. It is an exer- 
ciſe, the men ſay, that gives ſtrength 
to the body, and that conſequently 


mult. give vigour to the mind. It is 


our fooliſh puerile amuſements that make 


ſuch inſignificant creatures of our wo- 


men. The females of France were more 
accompliſhed than thoſe England, be- 
cauſe they were leſs feminized, if you 


will allow the expreſſion: they con- 


verſed with men of genius from their 
cradles, and were thought fit to aſſiſt 
at their meetings, where ſubjects both 


of philoſophy and metaphyſics were 


diſcuſſed. 
4 Still 
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- Still I wander from 'what I want to 
inform you of. This is, that my bro- 
lber, a lordly man, is in love, caught by 
a black gown aunburn locks; and a white 
hand. Vet he is a reaſonable being one 
who is to guide us eat omen. This 
is a term I cannot bear; it is a diſgrace 
to the ſex. I ſuppoſe you will return 
with a ftore of knowledge collected 
from boors. Adieu mon amie. 


SUSAN SPENCER; 


THE 
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THE EARL or LANDSFORD 
TO 


ROBERT D MONTFORT. 


Bath, 


_ HASTEN your return my good 
friend, as I want to quit this place of 
nonſenſe and inſipidity. I have alſo 
prevailed on my ſiſter to go to London. h 
And as women do not continue in the 64 
ſame minds, (chis character which they 1 
give of themſelves cannot be unjuſt) I 
would profit by it. 


1 have not heard a word by which I 
can find out the fair mourner. I hope 


ſhe is not a widow, as I am a miſer 1 in 
"Ip 
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love. There was a delicate timidity 
about her that ſpoke her as yet unmar- 
ried. Perhaps it was a father for whom 
ſhe wore that charming, bewitching 
dreſs. The ladies of the preſent day ſo 
abſolutely infiſt on admiration, that I 
cannot bring myſelf to give them even 
what is their due. I never ſaw but one 
woman who gave me a juſt idea of fe- 
male delicacy, and ſhe is my own fiſter, 
Sabina, I mean : were ſhe unmarried I 
would not ſay ſo, even to you Robert. 
I hear from my mother that your ſiſter 
is ſoon expected in England. Of this 
you are informed by herſelf. If it be 
fo, I think 1 mentioned this in my laſt, 


but: am not quite certain. 
J 


You have, doubtleſs, explored all 
the , beauties of Devon and Somerſet- 
ſhire ; >; have converſed with every pretty 
roſy | milk-maid; and hoary headed ſwain 


in 2 your aye bo curtolity being ſa- 
tiated, 
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tiated, 1 hope to ſee von at a 
_ ortly. 


. , Have you heard lately from our 
friend de B.. I did expect that he 
would have favoured me with a line, 
but I doubt not but his mind is much 
agitated by the paſſing ſcene in France, 
Jou mentioned a marriage that was 
- propoſed by the Ducheſs, his mother. 
De B**#* is the laſt man I ſhould ever 
have thought likely to take a recom- 
mended wife. There is ſomething re- 
pugnant to my feelings, in the idea of 
either a man or woman N marrying: bes 
cauſe it is convenient to do ſo. When 
I matry (and many a long year it will 
be firſt) Iwill make my own choice, nor 
ſhall antereſt have a voice in my deci» 
fion. This I am ſore is your ſentiments 
alſo. I really often wonder how our 

females of faſhion ever get huſhands; 
but the frequent divorces. that diſgrace 
| L 6 our 


* 
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our courts of law, eaſily remove my ſur- 


prize, and fix my deteſtation on the 
folly and avarice of parents, who barter 


their childrens happineſs for a few 
' paltry acres to thoſe: eſtates, already 
more than ſufficient for all the luxuries 
of life. To live happily myſelf, and ſee 


a numerous and flouriſhing tenantry 


-around me, will be my ambition ; to de- 
creaſe where racked, not to raiſe the 
rents of my farmers will be the object 
at which I will aim. In ſhort to live at 


home, as our anceſtors uſed to do, 
ſhould be the aim of our nobility, It 


was crowding to the court, and neglect- 


ing every thing for the ſmile of a prince 
that brought France into the horrid 
anarchy and convulſion with which it 
now labours. I may ſay this to you 
Robert, as your family was an example 
to the contrary.” Tour father main 


tained patriarchal purity, with the dig- 


. and * of true nebility. I 
| have 
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have often heard him declaim againſt 
the ſervility of thoſe, who could no: 
live out of the corrupted atmoſphere of 
Paris. My ſteward wrote to me yeſter- 
ö day, adviſing me to raiſe the rents of 
ſome farms, whoſe leaſes were nearly 
expired ; this he thinks, will be recom- 
mending himſelf, but I have anſwered, 
by deſiring him to let them again at the 
ſame rate. I ſhall not gain the good 
opinion of my tenants by an act of op- 
preſſion. I will be their friends, not 
their maſter. 


—_— —— es ns — —_———— 
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Lady Bell Lawleſs is at my elbow, 
and will not ſuffer me to-write one ſen- 
tence more, than that I am 


| Your friend, 


* 


IAxpSsTORD. 


— 0 2 * 
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4 ds 


LADY SUSAN SPENCER. 


A LETTER from your ladyſhip has 
ſo raiſed me in my own opinion, that 
I think myſelf competent to judge on 
almoſt any ſubject, except where you 
are in queſtion. Impropriety can never 
be aſcribed to you: therefore, an apo- 
logy for the honor done to me, was hot 
at all neceſſary. That you will allow 
me to call you by the name of friend 
is another act of condeſcenſion, for 
which I ſhall be moſt truly grateful, 
Indeed, Lady Sufan, you will make me 
vain. I fear I have a weak head; for 
a very little proſperity would render me 
giddy, and unworthy of your attention. 

You 
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Vou are ſo good as to enquire what 
J am doing. I muſt anſwer nothing at 
all. Time is loſt to me, when it does 
not allow me to ſee your ladyſhip. To 
think of you has been my chief employ- 
ment. We are all allowed to think of 
Heaven, though we may not approach 
it. unbidden: I have juſt received your 
ſummons and ſhall attend it inſtantly. I 
am not ſurprized that Lord Landsford 
bas loſt his heart ſo ſuddenly; he is 
poſſeſſed of much ſenſibility, and Tak 
ways thought that it would be Chance 
that would decide his fate. You' won- 
der at a man's being ſenfible to the 
power of beauty. I think, if he were 
not, 'this would be no proof of his be- 
ing a reaſonable being. 
Since ] have loſt fight of Bath, and the 
amiable ſociety in which I was fo 
happy, I am become MeſHcholy. I 
hardly dare to give myſelf time to think. 


- | I hear 
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I hear that there are ſome regiments of 
emigrants to be raiſed in Britain. If 
ſo, I ſhall offer my ſervices. The {word 
of the Montforts has been drawn to 
avenge the wrongs of France: now it 
will have double edge when unſheathed 
to avenge the wrongs of her ſons. 
There is only one object that prevents 
me from offering my ſervices immedi- 
ately, This is a: filter whoſe extreme 
innocence and unprotected ſituation ren- 
ders me undetermined :* Should the fate 
of war deprive her of the only conſo- 
lation left her, what might become of 
her, afflicts me even to think upon. 
The Ducheſs de B***, has kindly un- 
dertaken to ſupply the place of parents 
to her; but I think it proper to remove 
her, even from her protection, and am 
now at a loſs what to do with her. Am 
I not taking a liberty with your lady- 
ſhip. in tabing ep your time with the 
misfortunes of a man, who is already ſo 

N much 

A 


* 
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much indebted to your family for con- 
ſolation. Pray pray pardon me, I bluſh 
for myſelf, and have only this excuſe, 
that your kindneſs has emboldened me, 
and the ſame goodneſs leads me to 
hope for forgiveneſs. Þ— = 


I ſhall reach Bath as quick as my 
horſes will allow. Being hacks they 
will not keep pace with my wiſhes; in 
the mean time I remain, your lady- 
ſhip's moſt humble and devoted ſer- 


ROBERT DE MONTFORT. 
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ROBERT vs MONTFORT. | 
O, my dear brother, how fhall I 
relate the horrid miſeries that appear to 
the eyes of yohỹ Adela. Our friend 
the Duke. de B*##, I fear is in the hands 
of our ſavage countrymen. But, I muſt 
if poſſible relate things as they hap- 
pened. 


* _ 
* 


EF 
128 


In my laſt, I mentioned that the 
Count had received letters by a courier 
from Paris; and that we were to ſepa- 

rate the next day. The Duke for Lau- 
ſanne, and the Count for Paris, Jac- 
quiline and myſelf were to ſtay here, 
Whilſt I was gyriting this information 
to yd, the Count was making ſome 


neceſſary 
N 


— 
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neceſſary arrangements previous to his 
departure. The Duke and the Coun- 


teſs were walking in the wood: juſt af 


ter I had ſent my letter off. A ſervant, 
whom I had never before obſerved as 
belonging to the houſe, came abruptly 
into my dreſſing room, and aſked me, 
are you Madame de Montfort? I an- 
ſwered, yes; with ſome appearance of 
ſurpriſe, Then, ſaid the man, go in- 
. ſtantly and find the Duke de B.: he 
is mot ſafe in this houſe half an hour 
longer. In leſs than that time a guard 
will arrive to conduct him back to Paris 
as a traitor. Fly, Madame! I did not 
inform the Count, as his interference 
might involve him. You may inform 
Him of his danger with more ſafety. I 
thanked the follow, and ſaid, I would 
reward his fidelity, and then flew down 
ſtairs to find the Duke, which I did 
as he came into the houſe: from the 
extreme hurry of my fpirits 1 fainted at 
| | his 
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his feet before I could give the infor- 
mation I intended: but the moment 1 
recovered I informed him of his dan- 
ger and begged him inſtantly to leave 
us. This he would not do except on 
the condition that I would accompany 
him; as he faid, that the malice of his 
enemies would order me to be ſeized 
it it was found that I had been privy to 
his eſcape. I was obliged to inform 
the Count de Montmorin, who was 
greatly agitated and alarmed, and per- 
emptorily inſiſted that the Duke ſhould 
leave Montmorin directly. He con- 
ducted him himſelf to his ſtable, and 
gave him one of his beſt horſes and 
a caſe of piſtols, with which he inſtant- 
ly rode off, whither I know not. The 
Count returned to quiet the fears of 
the Counteſs and myſelf : but this was 
impoſſible. We ſaw impending dan- 
ger. The Count faid, that he muſt 
obey the ſummons that he had received, 
th but 
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but that he was apprebenſive of dan- 
ger. A flight being now impoſlible, 
he adviſed that as ſoon as he had de- 
parted we ſhould with the aſſiſtance of 
a faithful domeſtic, pack up what 
plate and duluables we could find, and 
that he ſhould in the night convey 
them with the Counteſs and myſelf to 
the convent of St. Clair, and that there 
we ſhould wait his farther orders ; but 
by no means that we ſhould go or ſend 
to Salens. He had no ſooner given 
theſe directions, than a. carriage attend» 
ed by a party of armed men arrived. 
The appearance of this party ſtruck a 
terror little inferior to that of an order 
for inſtant death. The Count went 
to receive their meſſage, which was, 
that the Convention had deputed them 
to ſeize the Duke de BR, who, they 
underſtood, was at Montmorin, and 
bring him to Paris. They added, me- 
naces ſhould he be concealed from 

1 | their 
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their ſearch. The Count replied, that 
certainly was the Duke in his houſe he 
would inſtantly comply with their 
wiſhes. That he could not even in- 
form them where they might be likely 
to meet him; but that he himſelf was 
ar the moment of their arrival em- 
ployed in diſpatching letters, previous 
to his departure for Paris, and if they 
pleaſed he would attend them thither. 
In the mean time he deſired that they 
might ſearch his houſe, or the village, 
if they had any doubts of his veracity. 
This they told him they intended. 
And this they did moſt minutely whilſt 
we fat trembling in my dreſſing room, 
which they rudely entered to look un- 
der the toilette; ſaying, with a ſneer, 
ladies ſometimes conceal their fa- 
vourites here. On quitting the room, 
that ſaid, we muff. not ſtay here; that he 
is not in the houſe, but we may overtake 
him as he « cannot have been gone very 

long. 
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long. The Counteſs took courage on 
hearing this, and ſaid, ſhe hoped, as 
their ſearch muſt be fruitleſs, that 

they would not depart without taking 
ſome refreſliment. | 


To this requeſt they made no reply 
but haſtened down ſtairs, and 1mmedi- 
ately mounted their horſes to which 
they put ſpurs, and we were informed 
ſome minutes afrer that they were 
Joined by a number of horſemen at the 
end of the village, who had been mak- 
ing enquiries there whilſt the others had 
come here. 


We were informed that they paſſed 
again through the village the ſame even- 
ing, eſcorting a carriage which they 
guarded moſt carefully: fo: I fear that 
your friend has fallen into their hands, 
as we have had no news to inform us 
that he has eſcaped. The Count ſet 

| off 
* 
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off the ſame evening for Paris as we 
did for the convent. of St. Clair, where 
we now are in a ſtate of great ſuſ- 


pence. As ſoon as I can, I will write to 


relieve your mind from its anxiety. 


Mine is ſo is 24h with grief that 1 
can only ſign myſelf, 


Your's affectionately, 


ADELA DE MONTFORT. 


LADY SUSAN SPENCER 
TO 


'THE COUNTESS OF ALDBOROUGH. 


MV DEAR. MOTHER, 
1 WRITE juſt to erm you, that 
you may expect us in town on Monday 


evening, for we are all heartily tired of 
14 Bath, 
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Bath, and alſo to let you know that 
Landsford does not bring his heart home 
with him, he has lent it to a ſable beau- 
ty, who juſt whiſked by him in a car- 


Triage, and who may be gone on an em- 


baſſy to the moon for any thing he 
knows to the contrary. The Count is 
juſt as he was, agreeable and ſenſible, 
and deſires that 1 will make his compli- 


ments and ſay every thing that the na- 
tural elegance of my own mind Tuggeſts 


for him to you. Now, my dear Ma- 
dam, you muſt conceive, what that 
may be, if I had time to expreſs my- 
ſelf, but really Jam ſo taken up with 
farewell viſitors, that they only allow 
me to add the beſt wiſhes of Mrs. Evel 
jt 4 and then conclude, ** . 

Vour's moſt affectionally, 25 
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ADY SABINA SOMMERVILLE | 
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| 79 | 
LADY SUSAN SPENCER. © 


83 Lodge. 


OY HAVE often hinted to you both 
by letters, and by, converſation, that I 
did not approve ſome things of an air of 
defiance and diſdain, that appeared 
manifeſt to me in the conduct and ſen- 
timents of my dear ſiſter, on a ſubject 
that muſt occupy the minds of all young 
perſons; but, more particularly perhaps, 
(for we muſt haye no reſerves with one 
another) the minds of young females, 
who, from the delicacy of their ſex, are 
induced to look not only to the ſociety, 
but the protection of manly friendſhip : 
without which, as all experience has 


* 
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proved, the mind is apt to fink into a 
languor of inoccupation unknown to 
thoſe who are engaged in all thoſe tender 
connexions and duties, in which the 
very exiſtence of ſociety, as well as the 
chief grace, comfort, and dignity of life 
conſiſt. Thus ſtrain, I fear, will alarm 
your pride and. jealouſy of thoſe airs of ſu- 
periority as you expreſs it, that are aſ- 
ſumed by the men.—“ Have not wo- 
« men reaſon, you ſay, as well as men? 
If ſo, who made men the excluſive 
„ arbiters, and conductors of all hu- 
* man affairs? And do not men act ty- 
c rannically and unjuſtly, when they 
force our ſex by denying them civil 
and political rights, and treating them 
« merely as play-things, to remain im- 
«© merſed in their families, and under a 
„ kind of degrading ſubjeftion ?” I 


you can eaſily foil me in argument on 


any ſubject, I have little more to urge 


M 2 than 
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than the ſentiments bf 'a' female heart 
apainſt that lofty way of thinking, which 
deſcended, I know, and was originally 
inſpired by our reſpected grandmother; 
and in which, I ſuſpe&, from your fre- 
quent uſe of certain phraſes and ſenti- 
ments, you have been confirmed by 
Mrs. Woolſtone Croft's Vindication of 
the Rights of Women. What, my dear 
Suſan, would: you-have us to ſhake off 
all connexien with the male creation, 
and to become a nation of Amazons? 
No! but youo inſiſt con an equality of 
rights and privileges — I cannot really 
underſtand, perfectly, what you mean: 
for co be in all reſpects on a footing of 
equality with the men ſeems to mè to be 
impoſſible. Haw can the infirmities, 
and- tender cares to which women are 
doomed, by the conſtitution of their na- 
ture, accoril with the agitation of public 
aſſemblies; the alarms and hardſhips of 
war, of navigation, of hunting, fiſhivg, 


and | | 
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and even the rougher parts of agricul- 


tural occupation? But if it be natural 
for men to take upon themſelves the toil 
and danger of all thoſe matters? Is it 
not alſo natural for them to take the en- 
tire management of them ?. Or would 
you have men alone to ply the tough 
oar, and the women to direct the ruling 
helm? It is the conſtant voice of na- 
ture, in all ages and nations, that do- 
meſtic affairs ſhould be managed by the 
women, and public concerns, as well as 
the more laborious departments of art, 
by the men,—Nor can I imagine a more 
agreeable order of affairs, or one more 
conducive to general happineſs. —Who, 
that poſſeſſes the heart or wife, for a 
mother, would commit her tender pro- 


vince to the cares of flaves, in order to 


vote in the public aſſemblies, and carry 
on long and loud debates with freemen? 
Much more delightful the former taſk, 
and equally, if not more falutary to the 
public, 


M 3 _- Mean- 
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Mean; time a ſmiling offspring riſes round, 
And mingles both their graces. By degrees, 
The human bloſſom blows, and every day, 
Soft as it rolls along, ſhews ſome new charm, 
The father's luſtre, and the mother's bloom. 
Then infant reaſon grows apace, and calls 
For the kind hand of an aſſiduous care. 
: Delightful taſk! to rear the tender thought, 
bs To teach the young idea how to ſboot, 
To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 
To breathe th' enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 
The generous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt, * | 


I am perſuaded that Mrs. Woolſtone 
Croft would never have dreamed of wri- 
ting ſuch a book as that about the rights 
of women, had the been a happy wiſe 
and mother of children; and, if ever 
ſhe become ſuch, which ] ſincerely wiſh 
that ſhe may, ſhe will, doubtleſs, make 
a; recantation of her errors; and fairly 
confeſs, that the true glory, as well as 
ihe moſt fineere happineſs of a woman, 


* Thomſon" g Seaſons, Sram. 


conſiſts 
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conſiſts in the exerciſe, not of the hero- 
ic, but the amiable virtues. l certain- 
ly do not degrade our ſex when I ſay, 
that there are virtues peculiarly graceful 
in men, and others peculiarly graceful 
in women: and that the merit and re- 
ſpe& due to the former, is not greater 
than thoſe due to the latter. There is, 
even in the circle of duties that be- 
long more particularly to women, room 
for as much fortitude as can be ſheun 
by any ſtateſman or hero. There is ac- 
tive fottitude, and there is paſſive forti · 
tude.—By meekneſs and long ſuffering 
patience, under domeſtic injury, a wo- 
man approves herſelf to, the admiration 
of every true judge of merit, as much 
as any ſufferer in the public eayſe : and, 
by the exerciſe of thoſe virtues, is ſure 
to diſarm and overcome the aggreſſor at 
one period or other. — If the. heart of a 
ruffian huſband be obdurate enough to 
ſtand out againſt ſuch perſuaſive ad vo- 

M4 | cates, 


cates, during even the whole life of his 
injured affociate, the hour of repentance 
and; bitter remorſe inevitably comes at 
laſt. . Nor is it uncommon to ſee ſuch 
luſbands vainly ſtriving to quiet the tu- 
mults of confcience by the pomp of fu- 
neral obſequies, and every poſſible me- 
morial in honour of innocence and vir- 
tue.— I have put the very worſt caſe that 
can poſſibly happen to a woman of ſen- 
fibility. - Compared with domeſtic diſ- 
fention and tyranny, all other evils are 
tolerable and light.—Thus then, it ſeems 
to me, that the women have no reaſon to 
complain of the rank and ſtation they 
hold in ſociety, ſince chere is na condi- 
tion, even the worſt that can be ima- 
gined, in which they may not conduct 
themſelves with the nobleſt dignity and 
propriety, and in which too, they are 
ſure in the end to triumph.— Without 
difficulties and trials there is no room 
for the exerciſe. of the ſublime virtues, 

| J 3 
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as there can be no victory where there 
is no enemy to combat. Women are 
often called to the exereiſe of heroiſm 
as well as men: but whereas the he- 
roiſm of a man conſiſts in braving death 
and danger in the field, or im equally re- 
fiſting the ſecret intrigues of the court, 
or the frantic folly of the penpie; ſo the 
heroiſm of a woman, conſiſts in meek- 


neſs and patience: Patience; as Rouſſeau * 


obſerves, even under a huſband's in- 
juſtice. Sueh gentleneſs of manners, is 
in fact the beſt armour: ih urch ich the de. 
licacy of the female frame can poſſiblſ 
be cloathed. i 51 1299 bas nh 
\ 
There ſhould be; and, in fact, there is 
in all happy famities there is a vibrating 
une of mutual conceffion ;' but, in alt 
matters of importance, the direction na- 
turally falls to the ſhare of the maſter of 
the family. I think a good reaſoner might 
bring che queſtion, agitated by Mrs. 
M 5 Woolſtone 


| | 
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Woolſtone Croft, to a very ſhort iſſue, by 
a plain and ſimple obſervation. If it had 
not been the order of Nature, and the 
decrees of Providence, that one of the 
parties ſhould giveway, and be led by the 
- ether, men and women would not have 
been deſtined to live in couples or pairs, 
as they moſt undoubtedly are: for were 
' perfect, rigorous, and unaccommodat- 
ing equality to be inſiſted on by the 
Lady, on every difference of opinion, 
domeſtic life would be one continued 
ſcene of diſcord; nay, the common af- 
fairs of life would fall into the utmoſt 
diſorder, and even ſtagnation. 


Do net ſuppoſe, my dear, after all 
this; that I am for giving up a jot of 
the real intereſts of womankind. I have 
a true female heart: a mind true to the 
eauſe of women. — I would even be for 
graſping the whole of all power, in all 
matters that concern us, and in which: 
201 5 x N we 
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we may be ſuppoſed to be proper judges; 
not by contending with the. men for 
rights, but by forcing them to. eſteem, 
and engaging them to love us. Engage 
their affections, and you are miſtreſs of 
all. — I think- the, natural condition of 
women, in civilized and refined life is 
rather to be envied than pitied. They 
are committed by Providence to the care 
of fathers, brothers, huſbands, ſons, and 
other relatives. In domeſtic life, a vir- 
tuous and amiable woman has, in gene- 
ral (whatever particular exceptions there 
may be) her full ſhare, and often 
more than an equal ſhare of ſway : in 
politics too, it is well known, that wo- 
men ' have power without the formality 
of conſtitutional votes. — But I really 
think for my own part, that it is another 
kind of ambition, than an ambition to 
ſhine in either politics or war, that beſt 
bene the female een 13 4614 18 
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I have run on, 1 find, on looking 
back, at an amazing rate: but this is à 
ſubject that is a moſt important one to 
my ſiſter; nor have I yet ſaid all that I 
with to ſay upon it. In the mean time 
F muſt grant you a truce; for I fear I 
bave already written a longer — 
than Sten will have patianes ti to read. | 


SABINA. SOMER VILLE. | 
tt} 
| | 12140 
— N 6 | © 1 x 
4318] 
FROM THE SAME, 
: # "of . | LEES $4 | 
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Wife 71 M r 
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THE SAME. 


1 DID not. intend; my dear Suſan, 
to have troubled you ſo ſoon with what 
Ian ſure you will call another ſermon: 


l but 
* 


” 
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but an anecdote J have juct heard of 
you” fince your late arrival in London, 


conftrains mei to remonſtrate with you 


on that unfortunate; ſingularity in your 
way: of:thinking, reſpecting the female 
fituatio in ſociety; which was the ſub- 
Jett of my laſt letter. Tout eccentrie 
ramble, ſhall Teal it, or viſit, or ex- 
pedition, to the gallery of the Heuſe of 
of Cominods, in ordef to Hear the de- 
bites” on Bis Majeſty's * Speech; to both 
Houſes of Parlianiene, Was ———— 
well enough known abe the youlig 
officer was in green and gold Jace; chat ſat 
in the fide bench of the gallery, or Wwhat 
they call treaſury fide of the houſe *. 
That you may! not be too much alarmed 


1 dee 2 * r , * * *3 


IN There is a n order of the Houſe of 
Commons, againſt the admiſſion . of women, as 
viſitors ; ſuch ſpirited ladies therefore as have a 
mind to gratify their curiofity, are obliged to g 


e 32 Wallace) diſguiſed in inen's apparel. 


at 


254 ROBERT avp ADELA. 
at the diſcovery, J will tell you, that it 
was honeſt Mr. Barry, our clergyman, 
who ſaw you as you bruſhed, by him in 
the crowd to the place where you fat 
during the whole of the debates, till 
two o'clock in the morning; and that I 
am the only perſon to whom he told, or 
will ever tell-this ſecret; —What a ſub- 
ject of merriment would you have af- 
forded had ĩt been found out by almoſt 
any other ' perſon in the whole circle of 

our acquaintance ? . Iyet hope, my dear 
ſiſter, that, on mature reflection, you 
will be ſenſible, that in modern Europe, 
and particularly in this Iſland, the wo- 
men are in as happy and eligible a ſitua- 
tion as the men. T hey enjoy, what moſt 
women would wiſh to enjoy, that kind 
of happineſs which conſiſts in regularity 
of life, and abſtraction from the buſtle of 
the. world, 'T hey want, not ſubjects, i in 
abundance, of attention, nor fit o | 
of "hope and affection. They are not 


pre- 
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precluded: from any purſuit that ſuits 
their nature, and their talents: nor yet 


from the exerciſe of any virtue. I may, 


perhaps, be accuſed of inclining to an 
extreme, eontrary to that into which 
you run, when I confeſs, I do not diſc 
approve of that delicate ſecluſion of wo- 
men of rank from promiſcuous ſociety, 
that has at all times prevailed in Aſia. 


children, afford employment to their 


mind. Dr. Ruſſel, in his hiſtory of 


Aleppo, has convinced me, that there 


is not, on earth, a more reſpectable cha- 
racter than a Turkiſſi matron, preſiding 
with propriety over the HA RAM “. 


*The quarter of the houſe or palace appropri- 
| ated to the uſe of the women, and the children. 


I I may 


Their confinement is far from being ri- 
gorous, as is commonly ſuppoſed, They 
viſit, and receive the viſits of their 
neighbours of their own ſex, and thoſe 
of their neareſt male relations. Domeſtic; 
concerns, and the education of their 


——— — 


256 ROBERT Ax D ADELA. 

I may here take occaſion to obſerve, 
rhat our ſacred ſcriptures, as well as the 
Koran, -elearly/ſhew what is the natural 
condition of women in ſociety. You 


talk, I know, of men suvsveAT INS 


women. Why may welnot/as well ſay, 
that women ſubjugate men, when they 
ſubdue them by their graces; as induce 
them voluntarily! to fight all their. bat- 
tles; and, for their convenienee and 
comfort, to bear the inclemency of the 
ſeaſons,” and undergo all the harder toils 


of life? As to political rights, the rights 


of women are maintained by parents, 
brothers, huſbands, and other relatives, 
in whom they take an intereſt and a 


3 I remain, A 10 
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* &\ways your afeAionate fiſter, 
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1 The Caron of 8. clit. 
{5:4 + n (#/T1T39: 19 


Wi 1, WRITE 28ain,cbough, it be to add 
do your ſorrow,.; as, ſuſpenſe. 35. "ref 
ful almoſt as much ſo, as Kere oo 

Ne Ens gail poo] Hod 5 5 19 3: 1104 
8 morning o one of th be ousnt 
domeſtics came for orders tc tc the Co un- 
teſs, and at the, ſame. time b 8 
the neus, "that. it Was. the 5 de B 


* 


— 2 0 


Who, was brought back 1 in the carriage, 


andi eſcorted to Paris. What horrid 
ideas does? wn dread! f. po fropog 


25 


258 ROBERT anv'ADELA. 


deſtroy him, Perhaps, at this moment, 
my brother —— I cannot write what 
my imagination paints as poſſible. 


What will the Ducheſs ſuffer ; I fear 
that ſhe will accufe me of ingratitude, 
in not writing to her, but what can I do? 
My fatal viſit to Montmorin, may in- 
volve that family in miſery, and alſo the 
one I hold deareſt on earth, next to my 
own, that of de B. to which we have 
ſuch numberleſs obligations. Indeed, 
T hardly knew what to write. The 
Count ordered both Jacquiline and my- 
ſelf not to write a line to any one before 
we heard from him: he has been gone 
three days, and thi 5 evening we expect 
| to ee or hear from him. Jacquiline 
is a as impatient as myſelf. In ſhort, we 
are almoſt diſtracted, and were it not 
for the kind attentions of Madame Ade- 
laide, and ſome of the fiſterhood, with 
whom we were formerly in habits of 
friend- 
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friendſhip, I know not what would 
become of us. I am at a loſs to con- 
jecture, why the Count de Montmorin 
forbade the Counteſs to write to Salens, 
as that I ſhould have thought would 
have been the beſt place for her to have 
removed to. We brought with us hi- 
ther all the family plate, jewels and 
writings on the night in which we re- 
moved from Montmorin: a night I fhall 
never forget. My poor friend the Coun- 
teſs ſhed abundance of tears, whilſt I 
could not get ſuch relief. Terror had 
taken ſuch poſſeſſion of my mind, that 
J was unable to ſpeak: every ſound 
ſtartled me, nor did I recover myſelf 
until I had been in the convent ſome 
hours. Even here we are not ſafe, 
ſhould any ill befall the Count, which 
heaven forbid. Our good Superior tells 


us, that ſhe is in hourly apprehenſion , 


of an order from Paris for the ſuppreſ- 
fion of their order : what ſhall we do? 
Refore 


. 
* 
Ss 
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Before I can hear from you we may be 
obliged to fly from this aſylum, but 
Whither I know not. It is impoſhble 
for me to go to the Ducheſs de B*#*#, 
and leave the Counteſs beſore the Count 
returns. When he returns I ſhall dread 
to hear the fate of the Duke, who is al- 
moſt always preſent to my imagination, 
We. have lived fo long in habits of 
intimacy; that 1 think him a ſecond 
brother. Depend on hearing from me 
55 ſoon. as I can; till then 


5 


Ivemiin your affectionate ſiſter, 


b pr MONTFORT, 
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HE COUNT vs MONTMORIN, | .; 
| | 43818 1 12 i560 
1 1 


THE COUNTESS DE MON'TMORIN. 


FLY, my Hegele, and Ant in- 
ſtantly, with your friend Adela, to 
Italy or to England. My enemies, I 
fear, will prevail. If not, you may 


hear _ from 700 ne "ui 
band, 
< MONTMORIN. - 


FROM THE, SAME 
T 6: 


THE SAME. 


13 


SOON after writing my laſt letter, 
a man came to the convent, aſked for 
the Counteſs, and delivered into her 


hand 
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hand the ſhort note (a copy of which 
is incloſed) and without ſtaying till ſhe 
had read it, departed. We were all ſo 
ſtruck with the contents, that no one 
heeded where the meſſenger went, until 
I wanted to queſtion him as to the fate 
of the Duke, ,On enquiry; I found that 
the meſſenger took horſe immediately 
on quitting us, and took the road to 
Paris. What can the Count mean by 
ordering us to fly? Or, by ſaying his 
enemies would prevail. There have 
been ſeen armed men in the village this 
morning, who enquired for Montmorin, 
and perhaps are gone thither. Madame 
Adelaide adviſes us to-go for England, 
as the way into Italy is more diſtant, 
and we may be met by the troops of 
France, which are pouring into that 
quarter. We are neither of us able to 
determine. What can they expect from 
two poor defenceleſs women, monſters as 
they are! I was born to be miſerable, 
5 and 


3 6 
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and to render thoſe who are dear to me 
equally ſo. Where I ſhall date my next 
from, Providence muſt determine for me. 
Quit this houſe we muſt this evening, 
or perhaps at midnight, whilſt the mur- 
derer ſleeps. I begin to think that Mon- 
ſieur St. Prieux is involved alſo in miſery, 
and that the Count wiſhes to conceal this 
from his wife. It muſt be ſo, or he 
would have defired her to take the advice 


of her parent how to act. Adieu, my 
brother. 


ADELA DE MONTFORT. 


END OF vol. 1. 


— — 


A r—_—— 
* 


NAA aa TAAAOAN 


1 01 165 91s efv Slo 100 197 01 bk 


& 
14 


Win in 938) let I $190 + .c yifeup» 
ct r enim: "9 9I19bivord nom 


* 
1 7 | 1 7 *  ) 7 4 _ 74 a | } 
1 # — a pa F: n Py” 9 1 7 * q 8 ; 
(TD 1 14 inn ee ion C13 9 ih, 
* N 
8 * x . * * * FR . 0 
* ? * ? * = 8 1 ry x "+ — 50 = a. 
w 10 11 # d 4 # + * 5 | 7 # S > 2 1 MCL 38 "4685 * 1 7 10 
* - — 


oy o , 

neo 1503 nid; 01 199d 1 - £099: 319791 
a . . £Y A - 

T1911ET! (124 Un! 52 V 203 b fit el . 91 * — 670 1 


> aol 4% # 2 Nl, . 1 4 of 5 2 
al 1792102 0) £381 AUCE 527 T6533 4 


* 


T * . . * 


* : * ; 3 Ky ER 
* * / 5 X. 1 . * * 1 21 a R 2 
« * 4 3 et: of Arten 11 8 141 9 * 4 1410 


3" br 917 93x81 oi 1511 D3:119D 276911 Dices. 


«TAO 17 AVIS G AXSdTA 


* 1 
* 
* 
* 
8 


» 
5 — 
1 = Fe 
N 14 © on 
* ” = * — „ 
” 
Y =— 
* 
* : 
: " 
. 
% * 
1 
4 
o 
* N 
- 
- 
* 
a, * 
' R 
* 
*. 
be — 
a 
, 
Pl 
1 
* 
1 
. 
* 
* 
5 - «=: i 32 
e 
* 
* 
- 
1 
* 


= 


* n 
- [ 4 
1 el 
1 * 
„„ * 


- 


% - 


— 
* 
Py 
* ” * 
% 
1 1 
. — 
3 4% 
- 
— 
* 
- 
4 * „ * 
_ * 
we 
4 4 
LE 
*% * * 
* 
: * 
** 
* 
- > s 
* 
1 
* 
— 


